
 
Dear Companions, 

This September is not like any other in many of our lifetimes.  In this part of the 
country some schools have been in session for at least 4 weeks now.  Some with in 

person classes, some virtually, and others with various combinations of both.  La-
bor Day is another opportunity to folks to gather together without taking or ob-

serving proper precautions to curtail the COVID-19 Virus thereby extending the 

restrictions and new normal indefinitely.  LET US HOPE NOT.  Please stay safe, 
stay healthy, take all the necessary precautions and stay at home.  Do not take the 

risk. 
 

It is also a time to reflect and not forget 9-11 and remember all those innocent 
people who lost their lives at the hands of terrorists through no fault of their own.  

Pray for the healing of this great country as UNITED WE STAND for what it is to be 

an AMERICAN.  Pray for our military who serve through the world guarding our 
freedom and daily risking their lives for our benefit.  Pray for our Medical Folks, our 

First Responders, and all those who daily deal with the Pandemic and saving 
countless lives while risking theirs or even those in their families. 

 

At the same time there are a number of foreign countries, especially in Latin American that celebrate their inde-
pendence throughout this month just like we celebrate the Fourth of July as ours. They are Costa Rica, Guatemala, 

El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua who all observe September 15th.  Mexico and Chile celebrate their Independ-
ence Days on September 16 and September 18th, respectively.  Before anyone corrects me with a statement that 

Cinco de Mayo is Mexico’s Independence Day, the most important national holiday in Mexico commemorates the 

“Cry of Dolores” on September 16 which led to the war of Mexican Independence from Spain. 
 

September is the first month of the fall season.  Although I have not observed any “wooly worms” to date, I have 
noticed an early changing of colors in some plants already.  Not sure of the significance of this, however.  While 

such change in bringing on a different season it also signals a period of time when we pause, reflect and take a long 
weekend to enjoy a holiday dedicated to honor our workers and their contribution to our economy.  Years ago, La-

bor day was the end of summer, the last chance for a vacation, family outings, reunions, and opportunity for neigh-

borhoods to get together and then right afterward the holiday, it was the time to return to school.  Although many 
states now start school in early August, a couple have passed recent legislation which delays the start of schools 

until after Labor Day.  

 

Holiness to the Lord! ! ! ! 

 

Fraternally, 
Jim Hodge, 
General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons International 

Words from the General Grand East  September 2020 

 



Greetings, 
 
If you are like most of us, chances are no two mornings are the same. 
Some mornings we are eager to jump out of bed, ready to conquer the 
world. Other times we long for another five minutes – or five hours – un-
der the comforting safety of the blankets on our beds. However, no matter 
what the weather is outside or how we might be feeling on the inside, eve-
ry morning is a chance to set the course for the day. Experts offer this ad-
vice: No matter how you feel – get up, dress up, show up, and never give 
up! 

I’ve always been intrigued by the daily service of the priests in the He-
brew Scriptures. We can learn from the laws and statutes regarding service 
during biblical times. For example, how the priests began each day in the 
Tabernacle, and later the Temple, serves as a paradigm for how we should 
begin every day of our lives. 

Each new day began with a reference to the day before. All night long, the 
burnt offerings were left burning on the altar. So the first order of service was to clear away the ashes from 
the previous day, making room for the new day. Similarly, we also need to start each day by removing the 
remnants from yesterday that no longer serve us. Yesterday may have been a bad day. Maybe we lost our 
temper, maybe someone else lashed out at us. But, today that is all in the past. Today is a new day with new 
possibilities, and we need to focus on letting go of the past and moving forward. 

Additionally, before the priest removed the ashes from the altar, he would put on fine clothing. By doing so, 
he gave importance and significance to his task. So, too, we must “dress up” each day. No, not in our finest 
clothes. Rather, we do so by adopting a positive attitude – one which anticipates the day ahead with purpose 
and joy, no matter what had transpired the day before. 

Finally, after the ashes had been carried away, the priest would add wood to the burning fire. Every day re-
quired new wood, new fuel, so that the fire could thrive. A new light is ready to come into the world and into 
our lives every day. However, we have to draw it down with prayer and service. Just as the priests added 
wood to help the fire burn, we provide our prayers to God for His guidance and help and light. 

Are you ready for a new day? We can be by removing the “ashes” of the previous day, putting on a positive 
attitude toward the day ahead, and offering prayers to God to keep His light burning in our lives throughout 
the day. 
 
  

Fraternally  

Steven Tiner 

General Grand King 

   KING’S KOMMENTS By Steven G. Tiner General Grand King 

             September 2020 



     SCRIBE’S SCRIBBLES By Teko A. Foly General Grand Scribe 

       September 2020 

Greetings Companions, 
After much discussions it has now been established that the meeting so long expected to celebrate the 
achievements of this current Triennial and open the next one is now established to take place on Satur-
day November 21, 2020 at 3:00PM. This is a first since there has never been a virtual triennial meeting 
of the General Grand Chapter RAMI before. However, new times dictate new solutions. The pandemic 
has shifted our way of gathering. Regional conferences as well as Grand Chapters, Grand Councils and 
Grand Commanderies meetings have been help virtually for the past five months and there does not 

seem to be a solid evidence that indicate that this will stop soon. have been transferred online   
 
We will therefore meet to conduct the business of the General Grand Chapter online and I do hope that 
as many, will avail themselves the opportunity to be in attendance. The advantage is that you do not 
have to travel and spend few thousands of dollars in airline fees or fuel cost, and hotel stay, to partici-
pate. The inconvenience is that we won’t be able to enjoy each other’s warm in person presence and 
accolades. But I am sure you will agree with me that this is a small price to pay to stay safe.  
 
I have served you in this capacity as General Grand Scribe for the past 3 years and I have greatly en-
joyed it. I have also learned a great deal by observing the capitulars work done everywhere I have had the privilege to visit.  As part of 
my duties, I have travelled to and visited with the following Grand Chapters and represented you and the General Grand High Priest 
MEC James Hodge;  
Alabama, Louisiana, California, Wyoming, Nebraska, North Dakota, Kansas, Connecticut, Mexico, North Carolina, Maryland, Nevada, 

Missouri, Illinois, Manitoba, Delaware, New Jersey, Georgia, Arizona, Utah, District of Columbia, Michigan, Gabon, Idaho, Kentucky, 
Costa Rica, France, Regional conferences, Conference of Grand Masters of North America, Demolay’s Annual session in Virginia and the 
Triennial of the Grand Encampment in Indianapolis. Additionally, though it was not possible to visit in person, I have attended on virtu-
al meetings with several Grand Chapters including New Mexico, Arizona, Florida, Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Arkansas.  
I have served as second vice president on the Board of Trustees of the Royal Arch Research Assistance giving me the distinct oppor-
tunity to gain insight in the workings of this very worthy charitable branch of our York Rite work. Sitting on the board of the York Rite 
publishing corporation has also allowed me to understand and contribute to development and maintenance of the publishing of our 
periodical Royal Arch Magazine. To that publication, I have contributed short articles every quarter for the past 3 years, while contrib-
uting to this e-newsletter on a monthly basis, with the hope that is these short articles have passed the approval of my Companions 
reading them. 
 
Of course as in every human endeavor, there have been few instances where for various reasons, I could not fill the plate and I hope 
to be able to make it up and amend the gaps when the opportunity will present itself to me in the future. In all, I have given my best 

support to our general Grand High Priest in the performance of the duties of high office. I want to thank all my companions who have 
entrusted me with their vote and elected me to this honorable office and I hope that I did what I can to deserve your trust. I am 
equally extremely honored and proud to have served under the excellent leadership of our general Grand High Priest, Most Excellent 
Companion James Hodge, who had placed this triennial under the important motto of “Doing Great Things Together”.  
 
Companions, much is still left to accomplish and I look forward to continue helping build upon this great legacy of the General Grand 
Chapter RAMI, not only to enhance the Capitular and York Rite experience for all my companions, but also for future generations to 
enjoy.   
 
If elected in November 2020 and I do count on you to make it so, I will be honored to serve you to the best of my ability during the 
next 2020-2023 Triennial as your General Grand King of the General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International. My goal remains 
to work hard to promote leadership, unity, education and excellence in the work and promotion of Royal Arch Masonry with your help 
and for the many future generations to come. For this reason, I humbly ask for your support during the upcoming convocation and the 

upcoming triennial 2020-2023. Fir this, you have my regards and deep appreciation. 
 

  

God bless you all and keep you safe and healthy. 
  
 Sincerely and Zealously, 

Teko A. FOLY 



 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         https://yrtriennial2020.com/  
 

   63rd Annual South-Central Regional York Rite Conference 

 

         September 18th - 19th, 2020 

 
    This event will now be held electronically! 
 

            http://southcentralyr.org/ 
 

https://yrtriennial2020.com/
http://southcentralyr.org/


  COVID-19 IMPACT 

 
Dear Brethren, 
The impact caused by the spread of COVID-19 and the resulting 
government actions has been (and continues to be) tremendous 
on society in general. These are challenging times for us all, with 
self-isolation, social distancing and the inability for Brethren to 
meet at their regular Masonic meetings and Festive Boards. 
The Grand Master’s Cabinet in consultation with the Heads of Orders (Grand Lodge of Ireland, Supreme Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of Ireland, Grand Council of Knight Masons, Great Priory of Ireland, Grand Chapter of Prince 
Masons of Ireland and the Ancient & Accepted Rite for Ireland) and the Provincial Grand Masters have confirmed 
that it is not expected to resume Masonic meetings until January 2021. The Grand Masters Cabinet are reviewing 
the situation regularly and any significant change that will permit Masonic meetings earlier will be advised. 
Brethren have been staying in touch using many forms of communications technology to check with those most at 
risk and to keep lines of communication open with friends and Brethren. In this period of self-isolation and suspen-
sion of Lodge meetings, it is important that we keep in touch with each other, not just for the welfare of our mem-
bers who may need assistance, but also for the welfare of our Lodges. 
 
 

A Masonic Prayer 
 

The following Prayer was sent by RWB Ken Odell, DDGM of the 30th Masonic District of Missouri.  It may be a prayer you might 
want to use at one of your meetings if it can be given to our Lord from the depths of your heart.  
 

Brethren, please join with me in prayer... 
Almighty Father of the Universe, preserver and benefactor, unto whom all hearts are open and all desires 
known. We knock distinctly on your door. 
We knock NOT on the door of our lodge, but on the door of our hearts, where we were first prepared to be 
made Masons. 
We enter our temples not built with the sound of axe or hammer, yet we hear you at work. 
We call out and say, THANK YOU for our fraternity filled with such great spiritual and cultural diversity among 
our brethren. 
We THANK YOU for the harmony kept among us as we meet on the level and part on the square. 
We ask that you walk with us as we approach Easter, Passover, and other sacred celebrations, during this 
dark period. 
Guide us through the darkness of a pandemic. 
The darkness of disagreement and difference. 
And the darkness of depression that sets in as we face challenges which promise to get worse before they 
get better. 
And in all this, there is this unexpected darkness of our Lodges for the time being. 
But while our Lesser Lights remain unlit, our Greater Lights shine more brightly than ever. Shining more bril-
liant than during any regular communication. 
So to YOU, in which we put our trust in times of peril and great danger, we say THANK YOU and ask that you 
bless our Front Line Medical Staff, Our Military, and Our First Responders. 
Please heal all those sick and recovering. 
Please comfort those who have lost Loved Ones. 
And please keep our families safe and well. 
Please allow us the clarity to navigate these coming weeks making your blessings a reality through our ac-
tions. 
Accept our love and devotion, dear Lord and accept this 
Our humble prayer, Amen 



TRIENNIAL 2020 

The Triennial 2020 LLC regrets to announce that the annual convocation previously 

scheduled for Louisville will not be held as previously expected.  We regret any incon-

venience that this has caused those planning on attending.  Refunds are being pro-

cessed in an orderly manner. 

A virtual meeting has been scheduled for Saturday, November 21st at 3:00 o’clock p.m. 

(EDT).  The Committee is currently working on the details to make this a successful Tri-

ennial Convocation for the GGCRAMI. 

Additional information will be furnished as it becomes available.  We request that Com-

panions continue to check the yrtriennial2020 website for the latest information per-

taining to the details for attending as they become available.    

 

 
 
 
 

Changes 
 
 
A new computer website is being developed for the General Grand Chapter Royal 
Arch Masons International.  This is an interactive site which provides educational op-
portunities supporting advanced knowledge and training in various aspects of Capitu-
lar Masonry.  It provides certifications for individuals who want to improve their 
knowledge of the respective offices and responsibilities of those positions in the local 
Chapter.  Such certification attests to their qualifications for those interested in ad-
vancing in the various stations of the Chapter or Grand Chapter. 
 
Additionally, there are a number of educational areas that deal with explanations per-
taining to the symbolism and esoteric nature found within the different degrees.  Pro-
grams dealing with the historical aspects of the degrees are also on the website 
which expand a clearer understanding of the times and nature of the degrees. 
 
Originally, we had hoped to have some of this information available at the regional 
conferences over the past two years of the Triennial; however, that was not the case.  
A prototype of the website is up and available for your inspection at our triennial 
website “yrtriennial2020.com” until sometime later around the first of the year when 
it will be fully operational if not before that date.  Please check it out and let us know 
your thoughts.  Nothing is perfect and positive constructive comments are always 
welcome. 



     On A Lighter Note 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

A man had been convicted of murder and was about to be executed. Just before the sentence was car-

ried out, the executioner asked the man if he had any last words. 

"Yes," came his reply, "I hate Masons!" 

"Why do you hate Masons?" asked the executioner. 

"The man I killed was a Mason," explained the murderer, "the policeman who hunted me down was a 

Mason, the Prosecuting Council who tried my case was a Mason, the Judge who presided at the trial 

was a Mason as were all the men on the Jury who found me guilty, and said I should be executed!" 

"Is that all?" asked the executioner. 

"Yes." replied the man. 

"Then you will take a short step with your left foot, bringing.............." 

There was a time when a lodge had to make use of a banquet room in the 

local hotel due to their own lodge hall having burned down. One night a 

gentleman walked into the hotel and noticed the Tyler standing outside the 

door of the banquet hall with a drawn sword in his hand. He asked the desk 

clerk "What is that man doing with that sword?" The desk clerk replied that 

the local Masonic Lodge was meeting in the banquet room. The gentleman 

then said "Oh the Masons. That's the organization that is really hard to get 

into" whereupon the desk clerk replied " It must be. That poor guy with the 

sword has been knocking on that door for months and they still haven't let 

him in". 

The Worshipful Master of our Lodge found a bottle with a Genie in it. In ac-

cordance with ancient custom, the Genie offered to grant him a wish. 

"OK," said the WM, "I've always wanted to go to Magnetic Island, but I hate 

to sail. So my wish is for you to build a bridge so I can drive to the island." 

"I can't do that!!!" exclaimed the Genie. "Don't you know that's impossible? 

No Genie could do that. It's too far, the water is too deep, it's just totally be-

yond anybody's power. You will have to make another wish." 

"OK," said the Master. "I wish that at our next Meeting all the old PMs would 

just get along and not cause any trouble, not have to tell us how they did it 

in their year, not complain about the Ritual, not put down the current offic-

ers ... just sit on the sidelines and behave!" 

"Hmmmmm," said the Genie. "Do you want that bridge with 2 lanes or 4??"  



                              Application for Veterans Jewel 
Please print or type  
Name______________________________________________________________________  
Address ____________________________________________________________________  
City _____________________________ State______________ Zip ____________________  
Phone ____________________________ Email ___________________________________  
I certify that I am a member of ______________________________ Chapter No. _________  
Under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of ______________________________ and is  
Affiliated with the General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, International.  
NAME for TOP BAR _______________________________________________________  
RANK – Branch of Military for LOWER BAR______________________________________  
A check in the amount of $ 25.00 accompanies this application.  
Mail to:  

General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, Intl  
P.O. Box 128  
Greenfield, IN 46140-0128 

   The General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons Veteran’s Jewel was inspired by many military 

medals. Its base, the 5 armed cross, is present in many military merit jewels. The number 5 is sym-

bolic of the 5 branches of military service. 

The wreath behind it is an element used to indicate “Grand” in Freemasonry. In the center is a pen-

tagon, again for the symbolism of 5, as well as the star in a blue field as a nod to the American Flag. 

In its center is placed the Triple Tau, for Royal Arch Masonry. 

   The overall color scheme is in keeping with red, white, and blue. 

While many of the design elements were inspired by The United States, these items do transcend 

and the predominant use of red and white are relevant to Royal Arch Masonry. 

   The final design makes the veterans jewel fitting for any service to any nation’s military. 

 



     DID JAH KNOW? 
September 14th 
On this date in 
1844, the Grand 
Lodge of Michigan 
was founded.  

September 25th On this 

date in 1786, the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania 

was organized  

September 30th On this 

date in 1949, Gerald R. Ford (U.S. 

President 1974-1977) received his 

1st degree in Malta Lodge #465, 

Grand Rapids, Michigan.  

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please come check it out. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GGCRAMI/ 



CALLING ALL VETERANS  
 

The General Grand Chapter and General Grand Council have both established Medallions and Jewels to recognize your 

service. The eligibility requirements are different for each organization as explained on the Triennial Website yrtrienni-
al2020.com 

 

Companions, should you plan on attending the Triennial Joint Banquet on Monday evening, September 28th and wish to 
purchase the one that you qualify for and bring it with you for that evening, the General Grand Officers of both organi-

zations will be most proud to present it to you in front of all our guests in grateful recognition of your service and sacri-
fice for freedom. 

Many other Masonic groups and organizations are now recognizing your service and we are indeed that they are follow-

ing in our footsteps as we both were instrumental in providing this recognition throughout the world and in every 
branch of military service. 

 
We encourage all Companions who are qualifying veterans to check the yrtriennial2020.com website and arrange their 

purchase as soon as possible.  Orders after the cutoff date may not be filled as it takes time for these awards to be per-

sonalized.  Please understand the awards must be purchased, shipped and brought with you for recognition and presen-

tation that evening.  We hope to see that evening to participate in our Tribute to Heroes in recognition and special 

thanks for your investment and personal support which has preserved freedom for humanity everywhere.  

What a wonderful opportunity to express our ap-
preciation for one who has accomplished so much 
for the Fraternity and continues to does so every 
day. A fantastic tribute to dedication and commit-
ment no matter what the obstacles may 
be.  Please consider encouraging others to send a 
card when you do as well 
 
Fraternally, 
Jim Hodge 

On September 8, B O Bryngelson, PGHP of IA will be 90 years old. 
B O is slated to be the next General Grand Treasurer. Please send 
him a card at: 
 
402 Sunset Lane 
Marshalltown, IA 50158 
 
Contact the Grand Secretary, Rusty Hill, at gr-ia@outlook.com for 
further information. 

 

mailto:gr-ia@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

   SOUTH-CENTRAL REGIONAL CONFERENCE  

 

If this were a normal year, we would be reminding our Companions of our annual in-person regional conference to 

be held in a few weeks.  But this is no normal year. 

This year’s South-Central Regional Conference is now scheduled as an electronic “virtual” conference on Friday and 

Saturday, September 18th - 19th, 2020.  The General Grand Chapter’s portion of the program will be held during the 
morning on Friday the 18th and will begin promptly at 8:30 a.m. and hopefully conclude by 12:00 noon.  

Previous participants in our regional conferences will recall that the titles of some of the presentations over the past 

three years have included:  “How American Culture Today Favors the Resurgence of Freemasonry,” “Innovations in 
Membership Recruitment,” and “Making Education a Part of the York Rite Experience.”  

This year’s program will continue to build on our previous themes of (i) member recruitment and retention, and (ii) 
Capitular education.  We will also be hearing from a scientist whose research has been funded by our charity:  Royal 

Arch Research Assistance.  Finally, we hope to hear from our General Grand Chapter Officers as they recount the ac-

complishments of the soon to conclude Triennium and outline their plans for the forthcoming Triennium. 

On a historical note, the Companions of the South-Central Region have been gathering together annually for well 

over sixty years.  The Southwestern Conference of Grand Chapter Officers was founded in 1958 by the Grand Chapters 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas, “as a means of exchange of ideas, matters of mutual interest, and prob-

lems concerning the several grand jurisdictions.”  These four founding Grand Chapters were soon joined by the Grand 

Chapters of Kansas and Missouri and subsequently by the Grand Councils and Grand Commanderies of the six states to 
form the South-Central region that we know today. 

An examination of the programs from sixty years ago shows that some of the titles of presentations included:  
“Incentives for Securing Petitions,” “Reducing Suspensions,” and “Long Range Planning Programs.”  It seems as though 

the more things change, the more they stay the same! 

While Friday morning will be taken up by the General Grand Chapter’s session, the remainder of the conference will 

proceed with the usual other activities. The General Grand Council’s portion of the conference will begin promptly at 

1:00 p.m. on Friday and the Grand Encampment’s portion being held on Saturday.  Also held on Saturday will be the 
Leadership Training classes.  Those Companions interested in the Leadership Training should contact the Program Ad-

ministrator S. Lane Pierce (yrl@yorkriteleadership.org) directly. 

Holding a regional conference “electronically” will be a new experience for us.  It will have the benefit of allowing 

Companions who would not otherwise be able to travel to a conference to participate.  Similarly, it will allow Compan-

ions interested in the Leadership Training Program to participate without having to travel.  

However, while meeting “virtually” is a necessity this year and does have some advantages, it is an unsatisfactory 

substitute for an in-person meeting. Let’s hope that we can get back to (what passes for) normal very, very soon.  Can 
you just imagine what our Companions of sixty years ago would think of an electronic “virtual” conference?! 

Further details, including registration and logon information, will be announced on our regional websites when avail-
able: 

https://sites.google.com/site/southcentralyr/ 

http://southcentralyr.org/ 

HAPPENINGS IN THE SOUTH-CENTRAL REGION 

by Clyde H. Schoolfield, Jr. 

Deputy General Grand High Priest 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 has changed a lot of things this year and the Northeast York 

Rite Conference is one of them. In an abundance of caution, the deci-

sion was made to change this year’s conference to a virtual meeting. 

The Chapter session will be held in conjunction with the Council one. It 

will be held via Zoom and all York Rite members are invited to attend.  

The conference will begin at 8:30 am, with the Chapter session. We are please to have our Right 

Excellent General Grand King Steven Tiner present his goals for the next Triennium. We will also 

have a video produced by one of the researchers, Sophie Schwartz, funded by Royal Arch Research 

Assistance shown which explains some of what she is studying, and the progress being made. Each 

of the Grand High Priests will then have an opportunity to report on the happenings within their ju-

risdiction. This should prove to be very interesting considering the constraints brought on by the 

pandemic. 

We are also excited to have the Right Puissant Deputy General Grand Master Monty Glover of Gen-

eral Grand Council, presenting his goals for the next Triennium. An update of CMMRF will be provid-

ed and the Grand Masters from the Northeast will share what is happening within their Grand Coun-

cils. 

It is disappointing that we cannot be together in person, but Zoom meetings are the next best solu-

tion.  

If you would like to be a part of the Conference, please send an email to mirwin@meitrading.com 
and give your name, state and current title (if any). We look forward to seeing as many of you as 
can make it at the conference. 
Stay Safe! 

Happenings in the Northeast 
by Mark Irwin 

Deputy General Grand High Priest – Northeast Region 

Northeast York Rite Conference 

September 11, 2020 

mailto:mirwin@meitrading.com


 

    Announced Candidates  
         for the Position of 
                               GENERAL GRAND SCRIBE 

The General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International is pleased to 

announce those candidates who have declared their intention to present 

themselves for election to the position of General Grand Scribe at the 

71st Triennial Convocation. Each is blessed with many abilities, skills, and 

talents worthy of the office they seek. They have each served admirably 

as Deputy General Grand High Priest during this Triennial. 

    They are presented in alphabetic order  

Chadwick Burks, Arizona 
Southwest Region 

Clyde Schoolfield, Oklahoma  
South Central Region 

Mark Irwin, Delaware 
Northeast Region 

These are the declared candi-

dates at this time. It should be 

noted that other candidates may 

be nominated from the floor at 

the time of election for any of the 

elected General Grand Chapter 

positions. 



           

 
 The Time For Technology Is NOW 

Chadwick Burks, Deputy General Grand High Priest, SW 

One of the few positive things that has come out of the COVID-19 crisis is the Masonic fra-

ternity finally starting to embrace technology.  This has been a long time coming, however, 

it is still akin to pulling teeth in most situations.  The survival of the York Rite of Freema-

sonry as well as ALL Masonry requires us to embrace and implement the internet as a mar-

keting, recruiting, educational, and communication tool extensively and immediately.   

 COVID-19 forced us to use platforms such as Webex and Zoom to conduct our an-

nual meetings as many states were under lockdown or quarantine orders.  I’ve attended 

probably close to 20 of these meetings all over the country, and while there were quite a 

few bumps in the road, the large majority of the meetings were successful.  Most if not all 

of the same business was accomplished that could have been completed at an “in-person” 

session and for those brave enough to “dip their toe in” there was even fellowship to be had both before the meet-

ing, during the breaks, and in the chat room.  In fact, a very surprising yet quite interesting discussion broke out 

during the break at one grand session about Ancient Aliens and “reptilian blood types.”  You’re best off not to ask . . 

. but the point being that anything can happen when brothers get together for a good time – even via the internet. 

 While the use of Zoom is definitely a step in the right direction, it is far from a panacea.  We must also 

acknowledge that many jurisdictions were unwilling to attempt the “virtual” meeting and instead canceled their ses-

sions altogether and left their officers in place for an additional year.  This choice denied some officers from advanc-

ing, other officers from retiring, and prevented different members from becoming officers.  While the choice to leave 

things in place instead of attempting a virtual meeting is certainly understood considering the circumstances, it is 

also unfortunate and may not be the best choice for an organization that as a whole is losing members rapidly. 

Advancing into the 21st century and beyond may seem daunting, but is quite manageable if done in small steps.   

1.    Use Zoom or its equivalent to not only conduct your grand sessions but to conduct local chapter meetings 

as well.  Also use Zoom to conduct FUN meetings and “social time” for the companions.  

2.    Use email to distribute information regarding your meeting AND what you intend to do in it.  Most Sec/Rec 

are pretty good about using email in a basic format, but need to expand their horizons.  Email a copy of the 

minutes, legislation to discuss, budgets, correspondence, etc.  Not only do you save time and paper by not 

having to print, it will speed up your meeting dramatically while you aren’t waiting for things to “circulate.”  

Send dues notices electronically first, and have the payment collected online.  Then you only need a paper 

notice to those that haven’t replied.  Now you’ve saved trips to the bank, time, and postage, and trees. 

      3.      Distribute educational materials via email to your membership.  A great start is by going to    

www.YorkRiteVideos.org .  This website (which I manage) contains York Rite educational videos which are hosted on 

YouTube.  The list is constantly being updated.  Start by sending out 1 video a month to your membership list.  All 

you need to do is send them a short description and the link to the particular video you want them to see.  Once you 

start meeting again in person, use these videos as your  

http://www.YorkRiteVideos.org


 

        monthly York Rite Education.  Most of them are kept to the 10 minute or so mark, so they work per-

fectly for your meeting.  A great video to start with is the updated version of An Introduction To The 

General Grand Chapter.  Encourage your members to subscribe to the YouTube channel if they haven’t 

already and that helps with your distribution. 

4.   Create or update a website for your Grand Chapter and/or Chapter.  If you already have a website, 

GREAT!  Now you need to go through the site and make sure ALL the contact information is correct 

and all the links work and are updated.  The huge majority of York Rite websites do not have an up-

dated officer list nor do they have correct contact information.  This is very important and your first 

step.  After you have those basics functioning, then look to improve the content on the site 

(education material about the York Rite and your specific Chapter) and the appearance of the site.  

You can make your webpage look amazing for far less money than you think by using a service such 

as Fiverr.com to “clean it up”  (email me for more details about this).  Remember, you are wanting to 

attract new and younger men to join your Chapter and these men expect and look for a professional 

looking website. 

5.   Create or update your Chapter Facebook and/or Instagram page.  Just like #4 above, prospective 

members need to be able to contact you via Facebook or Instagram; make sure they can.  The key to 

a good social media page isn’t necessarily the amount of content, but the frequency of content.  Post 

small interesting “bites” frequently to stay fresh in the mind of your audience and help people find 

your page.   

 There are certainly steps beyond these, but this a really good start.  If you implement these steps, you will 

begin to see immediate results not only in efficiency, but recruitment and retention as well.  The younger men we seek 

to keep this fraternity going were raised with this technology and this technology is a CRITICAL part of their lives.  They 

have the curiosity to investigate the York Rite, but will only do so on their terms and their terms are a good website, 

frequent emails, and a Facebook/Instagram page.  We only have a few seconds to grab and hold their attention so the 

above items are very important.   

 Let me reaffirm one very important thing, however.  While the technology above is absolutely necessary for the 

growth of the York Rite it can NEVER replace in person meetings.  Zoom is a great SUPPLEMENTAL tool but can never 

be a replacement for our in-person meetings as some as calling for.  Replacing all in-person events with Zoom (once 

the in-person restrictions are lifted) will guarantee the death of the York Rite and Freemasonry.  What makes our frater-

nity special are the bonds of friendship formed and the mutual experiences we have together.  Those can never be re-

placed “online.”  So use technology to get them in the door and keep them in the building but make sure the work you 

do is in person and physically in that building. 

 

Chadwick Burks is a Past Grand High Priest of Arizona Kudos,  

questions, or comments are always welcome at:  ChadwickBurks@gmail.com 
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A portion of the money raised from the Chapter Coins will go directly to the 

Royal Arch Research Assistance fund. Check out this very cool fundraiser at 

Cornerstone Masonic Regalia and supplies.  

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set  

This is a fund raising shirt for the Royal Arch Masons Charitable 

Foundation The RAMCF.org All profits will go directly to the foun-

dation. Brother Carl Hern designed the art and will be making the 

shirts. His company ASCENDED MASTERS CLOTHING has been 

making unique Masonic items for awhile now and Brother Carl 

never ceases to amaze with how much effort goes into each prod-

uct. He does a lot for charity and always has time to help his fel-

low Brothers with a charitable project. Check out this awesome 

fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Thank you Brother Hern for all 

that you do! Available in all sizes S-5X  

https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/ 

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set
https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/
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Articles  
 
Send articles in electronic format to the Editor at 
parallaax@comcast.net . We reserve the right to de-
termine suitability for publication, to exclude con-
tent at the discretion of the Editor, and to perform 
reasonable edits to any article submitted to better 
suit the purposes of the General Grand Chapter. 

Photographs  
 

We will publish submitted photographs as 
deemed appropriate by the Editor. We reserve 
the right to crop and/or digitally enhance such 
photographs as we deem necessary. Digital im-
ages (JPEG) are preferred. Submitted print pho-
tographs may be published, if in the sole opin-
ion of the Editor, the scanned image is of suita-
ble quality. Submitted photos will be credited to 
the submitter. If taken by someone else, please 
provide proper credit. Also, PLEASE identify 
the individuals and event in the photos. 

Mailing List  
 

We do not sell, rent or otherwise disclose our 
mailing list to any third party.  

Disclaimer  
 

Published articles and letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or policies of the General  
Grand Chapter International, or the Editor. 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
what we publish, and that we have rights to the 
material we use. Please notify the Editor if you 
have concerns about accuracy or copyright is-
sues. 
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