
 
Dear Companions, 

   Royal Arch Masons generally have been driven by a goal to progress and ad-
vance in a better understanding of the first 3 degrees.  By doing so they share so 

much with other members as they all grow in their education of the historical, eso-
teric, and the alchemy aspects of the degrees. It is this close relationship, the ca-

maraderie, one close family all working together to accomplish so much more. The 

result is seen in serving a purpose greater than yourself. 
 

   There are many advantages to be said for virtual meetings. A number of oppor-
tunities to render service to small meetings especially when distance is a challenge 

and even for those jurisdictions with small memberships who need to meet state 
wide.  

 

   As we progress and improve the technology, things will improve even possibly to 
the point of conferring the degrees in a modified fashion.  Certainly the opportunity 

for improved education and explanation of each of the degrees is greatly en-
hanced.  Are you kidding? No, however, the experience will never be the same as 

hopefully it will never replace the personal touch and interaction between individu-

als.   
 

   As the old dinosaurs pass away and the past is lost, the standards we have experienced will erode away and the 
easier methods of being less involved in the conferral of our degrees will then become the new accepted norm and 

be the new standards and friendships will become more distant and the measure of a Royal Arch Mason and the 

Fraternity will be diminished.  The tides of change erode the surface of all things but the goal of perfection from 
within never changes as the rough ashlar becomes the perfect ashlar. 

 
   Somehow likeminded men who come together as they share common ideas, common desires for the improve-

ment of mankind and themselves  shall remain at the forefront of the craft as we initiate and exalt them to the sub-

lime degree of the Royal Arch.  

Holiness to the Lord! ! ! ! 

 

Fraternally, 
Jim Hodge, 
General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons International 

Words from the General Grand East  October 2020 

 



Greetings, 
 
On November 21, 2020, we’ll be having the 71st Triennial Convocation of the 
General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, International. We will gather at a 

unique moment in Masonic history. In 1798, a global movement was initiated, 
which extends today throughout the world. Since that time in 1798, General 

Grand Chapter has met in person, never dreaming we’d face the pandemic of 

today, becoming the first Triennial session in which technology is the primary 
means by which we are able to “gather” with our Companions around the globe. 

Whether in person or by means of technology, I extend a strong Masonic em-
brace and the warmest of fraternal invitations for you to join with us. May we all 

take from this meeting a renewed sense of Royal Arch leadership that will en-
hance Freemasonry in your homeland and advance Capitular Masonry to new 

levels of international excellence. 

Perhaps, in some ways, being able to meet via electronic format is a reminder 
that we must embrace technology more than we have in the past. I believe that 

the following areas deserve increased attention in the future. 
  

In Philanthropy, Royal Arch Research Assistance needs a new award system. 
In place since the mid-1980’s or earlier, inflation alone would seem to dictate an adjustment. The difference we make as 
Royal Arch Masons is impactful. Few others raise money for C.A.P.D. Research. In doing so, Royal Arch Masons are mak-
ing an impact where few care. 

  
In Ritual, the promotion of the Ritual Award must be taken to a new level. As Royal Arch Masons, we are the custodians 
of the Royal Arch Degree, a degree without equal in symbolism. All of our degrees are worthy of being done well and each 
prospective companion deserving of a well conferred degree. 
  
In Publication, the Royal Arch Mason Magazine is so important as a means of communication from General Grand Chap-
ter and education in the area of Capitular Masonry. Updates are coming, primarily in printing, but also with a new content 
emphasis upon Masonic Education, as we have so obligated ourselves in the Most Excellent Master’s Degree. 
  

In Fraternal Relations, General Grand Chapter, while unique, must promote cooperation among all Masonic Bodies and 
seek new ways to work together to advance the general good and positive public profile of Freemasonry. 
  
In Financial Planning, General Grand Chapter must give new emphasis to the fiscal health of individual Grand Chapters 
and subordinate Chapters to enhance local revenues. 
  
In Member Development, General Grand Chapter must communicate in a greater diversity across social media and to a 
wider audience – local companions in local chapters, receiving Capitular Masonic Education. 
  

Thank you for allowing me to serve you as your General Grand King. I am grateful for all that has happened under the 
umbrella of General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, International, since its inception. I am eager to continue serv-

ing and continue seeing General Grand Chapter lead into the future 

 
 
  

Fraternally  

Steven Tiner 

General Grand King 

   KING’S KOMMENTS By Steven G. Tiner General Grand King 

             October 2020 



     SCRIBE’S SCRIBBLES By Teko A. Foly General Grand Scribe 

       October 2020 

Greetings Companions, 
 
It is with excitement that I use this opportunity to report on my attendance in the first post-

confinement in-person annual York Rite grand session since the shutdown in March 2020. 
This session called for September 22-23 2020 was held in Lexington Kentucky. The Grand 

Chapter and Grand Council  of Kentucky, following the directives of their Grand Chapter, 
were able to convene an in-person event at the Embassy Suites Lexington for 3 days. Travel-

ling to Lexington KY, was of course a different experience. From the time I left my house in 

Maryland, I has to have a mask on, and continuously rely on the use of a hand sanitizer 
through BWI airport, then during the 2 hours’ flight to Detroit; then for another hour onward 

to Lexington KY. You still need to have that mask on during the transfer to the hotel from the 
airport and while checking into the hotel. The same drill applies to the majority of time spent 

in the meetings while in Lexington, and for the duration of the trip back home through Atlan-

ta GA. Needless to say that I was relieved to get the mask off my face as soon as I got into 
my hotel room Then for the next two days, I have enjoyed along with about 125-140 companions and their ladies, the 

great joy that we all come to enjoy from our usual in-person Masonic meetings. I have seen at that event, so many 
Brothers and Friends who were genuinely happy to have finally been able to meet in person again after these long and 

odd months of pandemic stress and confinement. The good measures of social distancing and wearing of masks were 
mostly observed. We even had to check our temperature at the door before entering the meeting rooms. The Grand 

Chapter of Kentucky, under these unusual circumstances, ran a very successful annual Convocation and the officers and 

members must be commended for their hard work and exemplar leadership. Additionally, I had the opportunity to per-
sonally express to MWB Geary F. Laird, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, my gratitude and my admiration 

for his leadership and courage in allowing his Grand Lodge and appendant bodies in his jurisdiction, to continue working 
with the appropriate restrictions during these difficult times. They were able to do what many other Grand jurisdictions 

have been unable to do.  

This visitation to the Grand Chapter of Kentucky was for me most enjoyable and was definitely worth the trip and the 
anxiety that goes with it. 

 
This brings up a very important question that I have for each one of our Grand Chapters and Chapters. Are you ready to 

resume labor? Are you making plans to resume labor as soon as the conditions permit it? Companions, we all know that 

with the shut-down due to the pandemic, we may have lost some opportunity to grow or even just maintain our level of 
engagement to continue keeping our chapters and Grand Chapters active. Yes, the time to resume labor may not be to-

morrow, but I submit that while we are in a shutdown mode, we are still obligated to plan ahead for such a time when 
we must re-open our doors for in-person meetings again. Let’s all take this “down” time to map out the way we want to 

come out of this shutdown period. Our future success or challenges that may cause us grave membership and planning 
difficulties, really depends on what we should be doing right now to prepare for our next move, as soon as we get back 

on track We may think that we are not there yet and we have a lot of time before we get there. But what if a month or 

few weeks from now, everything is ok again and we need to go back to labor in person? Are we ready? Are we planning 
accordingly?  I sincerely hope that your answer to this question is YES we are working on it. 

 
In the meantime, God bless and keep you safe and healthy, until we meet again. 

 

  
God bless you all and keep you safe and healthy. 

  
 Sincerely and Zealously, 

Teko A. FOLY 



 

                                    https://yrtriennial2020.com/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL VETERANS  
 

The General Grand Chapter and General Grand Council have both established Medallions and Jewels to recognize your 
service. The eligibility requirements are different for each organization as explained on the Triennial Website yrtrienni-

al2020.com 
 

Companions, should you plan on attending the Triennial Joint Banquet on Monday evening, September 28th and wish to 
purchase the one that you qualify for and bring it with you for that evening, the General Grand Officers of both organiza-

tions will be most proud to present it to you in front of all our guests in grateful recognition of your service and sacrifice 

for freedom. 
Many other Masonic groups and organizations are now recognizing your service and we are indeed that they are follow-

ing in our footsteps as we both were instrumental in providing this recognition throughout the world and in every branch 
of military service. 

 

We encourage all Companions who are qualifying veterans to check the yrtriennial2020.com website and arrange their 

purchase as soon as possible.  Orders after the cutoff date may not be filled as it takes time for these awards to be per-

sonalized.  Please understand the awards must be purchased, shipped and brought with you for recognition and presen-

tation that evening.  We hope to see that evening to participate in our Tribute to Heroes in recognition and special 

thanks for your investment and personal support which has preserved freedom for humanity everywhere.  

https://yrtriennial2020.com/


 

         Chapter Session of the 2020 North Central Regional Conference  
 
   What’s this?! You missed the fireworks at Mount Rushmore in July because you couldn’t get a 
ticket … and you weren’t one of the lucky 460,000 to attend the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in August… 
and to top it off, you didn’t even know about the South Dakota State Fair in September. Well, here’s 
something better and you don’t even have to wear a mask or burn gas to get to it!  
 
   The North Central Regional York Rite Conference will hold its Chapter Session on Friday, October 
23, 2020 as a Zoom Conference starting at 7:00 PM CDT. The Conference will be hosted by M.E. 
Companion Rich McBride, the Deputy General Grand High Priest for the North Central Region, and 
M.E. Companion Marvin Schendel who will be the Deputy General Grand High Priest for the North 
Central Region during the next Triennial.  
 
   The General Grand King, R.E. Companion Steven Tiner, will be the principal speaker representing 
the General Grand Chapter R.A.M. International. M.E. Companion Robert Bean, will give a presenta-
tion on Royal Arch Research Assistance. Also, there will be remarks from any generally grand digni-
taries or candidates that happen to drop in to our session.  
 
   The Council Session of the North Central Conference will occur as a separate Zoom meeting on 
October 23, 2020 from 2:00 to 5:00 PM CDT and the North Central Department Conference will take 
place on Saturday, October 24, 2020 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM CDT.  
 
   Here is some information to enable you to join the North Central Chapter Zoom Session on  
          October 23, 2020. 
 

     Join Zoom Meeting  
 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87506896654?pwd=YjNYV3YvTnVzS1I2NGNxTGUvYmVoQT09  
 
 
 
 
 
Fraternally,  
Rich McBride DGGHP – North Central Region 2017-2020 SD.YorkRite@gmail.com  
Marv Schendel DGGHP – North Central Region 2020-2023 marv@teammandm.com  



TRIENNIAL 2020 

The Triennial 2020 LLC regrets to announce that the annual convocation previously 

scheduled for Louisville will not be held as previously expected.  We regret any incon-

venience that this has caused those planning on attending.  Refunds are being pro-

cessed in an orderly manner. 

A virtual meeting has been scheduled for Saturday, November 21st at 3:00 o’clock p.m. 

(EDT).  The Committee is currently working on the details to make this a successful Tri-

ennial Convocation for the GGCRAMI. 

Additional information will be furnished as it becomes available.  We request that Com-

panions continue to check the yrtriennial2020 website for the latest information per-

taining to the details for attending as they become available.    

 

 
 
 
 

Changes 
 
 
A new computer website is being developed for the General Grand Chapter Royal 
Arch Masons International.  This is an interactive site which provides educational op-
portunities supporting advanced knowledge and training in various aspects of Capitu-
lar Masonry.  It provides certifications for individuals who want to improve their 
knowledge of the respective offices and responsibilities of those positions in the local 
Chapter.  Such certification attests to their qualifications for those interested in ad-
vancing in the various stations of the Chapter or Grand Chapter. 
 
Additionally, there are a number of educational areas that deal with explanations per-
taining to the symbolism and esoteric nature found within the different degrees.  Pro-
grams dealing with the historical aspects of the degrees are also on the website 
which expand a clearer understanding of the times and nature of the degrees. 
 
Originally, we had hoped to have some of this information available at the regional 
conferences over the past two years of the Triennial; however, that was not the case.  
A prototype of the website is up and available for your inspection at our triennial 
website “yrtriennial2020.com” until sometime later around the first of the year when 
it will be fully operational if not before that date.  Please check it out and let us know 
your thoughts.  Nothing is perfect and positive constructive comments are always 
welcome. 



     On A Lighter Note 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he was married? 

A. Ruthless. 

Q. What did the Freemason say when he tripped and fell off the drawbridge? 

A. So moat it be.  

At a very small country lodge, the Tyler was, by 
chance, a newly initiated apprentice. One night, the 
Sovereign Grand-Inspector General of the 33rd de-
gree in full, came to join the lodge members. Awed 
by the regalia and apron of the Sovereign, the Tyler 
came into the Temple and said, “Worshipful Master, 
at the Temple door, waiting to be granted entrance, 
is the Great Architect of the Universe” 
 

 

Jed Murphy, who had been working hard all day on his farm, suddenly remembered that he was scheduled 
to be initiated at a small rural lodge. Being already quite late in the day, he had no time to go home and 

change clothes. Rushing as fast as he could, he arrived at the lodge where another candidate was sitting on 
a bench outside the building waiting to receive his EA degree (the lodge building was very small requiring 

candidates to wait seated on the bench until the brethren were ready for them.) Jed knew the other fellow 

as a used car salesman. 
 

After a few minutes, two men came out and Jed was chosen to go first, leaving the car salesman to wait his 
turn. 

 
When Jed was alone in the preparation room (which incidentally was on the second floor directly over the 

bench outside), after being instructed how to prepare himself, he suddenly remembered that earlier in the 

day he had been castrating hogs on his farm and had forgotten about the testicles in his pocket that he had 
planned to feed his dogs. 

Frantically, he raised the small window of the preparation room, tossing the hog balls out. 
Later, when they came out to get the next candidate, he was gone! 

 

 Nobody ever saw him again! 



                              Application for Veterans Jewel 
Please print or type  
Name______________________________________________________________________  
Address ____________________________________________________________________  
City _____________________________ State______________ Zip ____________________  
Phone ____________________________ Email ___________________________________  
I certify that I am a member of ______________________________ Chapter No. _________  
Under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of ______________________________ and is  
Affiliated with the General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, International.  
NAME for TOP BAR _______________________________________________________  
RANK – Branch of Military for LOWER BAR______________________________________  
A check in the amount of $ 25.00 accompanies this application.  
Mail to:  

General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, Intl  
P.O. Box 128  
Greenfield, IN 46140-0128 

   The General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons Veteran’s Jewel was inspired by many military 

medals. Its base, the 5 armed cross, is present in many military merit jewels. The number 5 is sym-

bolic of the 5 branches of military service. 

The wreath behind it is an element used to indicate “Grand” in Freemasonry. In the center is a pen-

tagon, again for the symbolism of 5, as well as the star in a blue field as a nod to the American Flag. 

In its center is placed the Triple Tau, for Royal Arch Masonry. 

   The overall color scheme is in keeping with red, white, and blue. 

While many of the design elements were inspired by The United States, these items do transcend 

and the predominant use of red and white are relevant to Royal Arch Masonry. 

   The final design makes the veterans jewel fitting for any service to any nation’s military. 

 



     DID JAH KNOW? 
October 5th On this 

date in 1874, the Grand 
Lodge of Oklahoma 
(Indian Territory) was 
formed  

October 11th On this date in 

1911, Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(U.S. President 1933-1945) re-

ceived his 1st degree in Hol-

land Lodge #8, New York City.  

October 30th On this date 

in 1937, Lyndon B. Johnson 

(U.S. President 1963-1969) re-

ceived his 1st degree in Texas.  

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please come check it out. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GGCRAMI/ 



      Raising the Keystone Masonic Education Series 

   The Raising the Keystone Masonic Education Series was the creation of Companion Brent L. Ar-
nold of Prather York Rite. It was developed as a way to provide interactive education for our Mem-
bers. A short article would be sent out to everyone before the event, and then we would meet at a 
restaurant to discuss it over dinner and drinks. Our first event was held in August of 2019 with three 
discussions held before the March 23 Indiana Covid lockdown. 
 
   Our fourth event had already been scheduled for March 23rd and instead of cancelling it due to 
the lockdown, we transitioned it to online. We conducted the meeting on Zoom and have since con-
ducted six Raising the Keystone Masonic Education Discussion virtually. Each discussion has involved 
between 8-15 Prather York Rite members and approximately the same number from other Lodges & 
York Rites from Indiana and around the country. 
 
   Registration is free but we do collect everyone’s name, Lodge, and York Rite so we know who is 
attending. RSVPs are collected via a free service, TicketLeap, which allows everyone to sign-up 
online. All our discussions have been limited to only Master Masons, but most of our topics have al-
lowed us to invite non-York Rite Members to join us. An email is sent to everyone in advance with a 
link to the reading materials. Another email with the Zoom access information is sent out the day of 
the event. We start at 6:30pm which is our normal meeting time, and each discussion is scheduled 
for about an hour and a half. Typically, by 8:00pm we’ve finished the primary discussion, but people 
hang around to chat for another hour or two. 
 
   We’re fortunate that Brent is a college professor and is very good at coming up with topics and 
leading a discussion on them. While Companion Arnold has developed the majority of our content 
we have been open to other members helping with the education. For example, the August event 
was a presentation on the Knight Templar Apron by Sir Knight Carson Smith. So we will vary up the 
format if we have something different that a member would like to present.  Members not interest-
ed in presenting but are curious about a specific topic are encouraged to submit ideas to Compan-
ion Arnold.   
 
   Video conferencing services like Zoom have provided us with an inexpensive, convenient way to 
connect remotely. One of the side effects of Covid is that a majority of our members have been 
forced to use something like Zoom or Microsoft Teams at work.  So everyone is becoming more 
comfortable with the technology. Our attendance statistics show that more people have attended 
when the discussions are virtual.  We have also been able to involve our own members who live out 
of state and even outside the country, e.g. Scotland. While we intend to resume getting together for 
dinner discussions once we are able, we are also planning to  continue online education events.   
 
   While Covid may have caused confusion in the Temple, the discerning eye has also found oppor-
tunities.  We hope you will consider joining us for future events.   
 
   For more information, visit Prather York Rite at www.pratheryorkrite.com or contact us 

at info@pratheryorkrite.com.  

 

You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or subscribe to our weekly email newslet-

ter from our website.  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://www.pratheryorkrite.com%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1601936384827000%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2JHt2e8wN41b1fr7UCm3A0&sa=D&ust=1601936384834000&usg=AFQjCNHHBjVjKB50VeRV0o5oPSUmLRv-GQ
mailto:info@pratheryorkrite.com


 

 

 

Fall once again brings us the annual college football season, but this season is like no other.  While most colleges 

are playing reduced schedules and some have even suspended football altogether, there have been reports in the local 
and national media that college football coaches are as hard at work as ever recruiting high school prospects for their 

teams in anticipation of returning to normal next year.  Maybe we, as Freemasons, should take a cue from their 

“playbook.” 

Of course, the return of degree conferrals will be different from state to state and will certainly be dependent upon 

the approval of the Grand Master of Masons in each state.  But degree conferrals are gradually coming back.  In Okla-
homa, we will be holding regional conferrals of the Mark Master and Past Master degrees around the state this month, 

followed by a statewide conferral of the Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch (along with the Royal Master and Select 
Master) degrees later in the month. 

But these scheduled degree conferrals definitely won’t be successful if we don’t have candidates! 

None of us joined Freemasonry to spend our time recruiting new members, but that has become a necessary activi-
ty for each of us.  At this year’s South-Central Regional Conference, held in late September, we spent some time dis-

cussing membership recruitment, as we have done in each of the past several years.  We concluded with four sugges-
tions for Grand Chapters and their constituent Chapters: 

(i)  Select or develop at least one brochure or pamphlet to be used in membership recruitment. 

(ii)  Develop a plan to distribute membership promotional material to Lodges and/or Master Masons. 

(iii)  Improve the York Rite information and promotional material on your website. 

Devise a strategy for visiting Lodges and other Masonic meetings to introduce the York Rite to Master Masons. 
Enlist your local Chapters and Councils in implementing this strategy. 

Links to a number of helpful resources may be found in the sections “Membership Recruitment Presentations” 
and “Membership Recruitment Resources” on our regional website: 

https://sites.google.com/site/southcentralyr/ 

Several promotional brochures and pamphlets, as mentioned in item (i) above, are available from the General Grand 
Chapter and are shown in the top link of the “Membership Recruitment Resources” section.  Many Grand Chap-

ters have used these brochures successfully in their recruitment activities, while others have designed their own promo-
tional material.  Some have even incorporated a petition into their brochure. 

Distributing promotional material, as mentioned in item (ii) above, can take on several forms.  Some Grand Chap-

ters have simply placed their brochures (with permission) in Masonic Lodges next to the promotional material for other 
Masonic organizations.  While others have gone so far as to mail brochures, along with an invitation letter from the 

Grand High Priest, a promotional newsletter, a petition, etc. to prospective candidates.  Your strategy is limited only by 
your imagination (and your budget). 

With so many Masonic activities currently curtailed, if not suspended outright, item (iii) mentioned above is more 

important than ever.  Many Master Masons are not attending Lodge right now and some of them don’t intend on at-
tending anytime soon.  But almost all of these Master Masons have access to the internet. 

Imagine that you’re a Master Mason seeking more information about the York Rite and take a look at the website 
(and/or the Facebook page) of your Grand Chapter (and your local Chapter, if it also has a website).  Ask yourself the 

question:  “Would I like to join this club?”  If your answer is not a resounding “Yes,” then your Grand Chapter (and your 
local Chapter) likely needs to make some improvements to its online presence. 

There is an abundance of material already out there on the internet that could be incorporated into your website.  

The information in the various brochures from the General Grand Chapter previously discussed could also be used.  
There are also links to videos, found in the “Membership Recruitment Resources” section of our regional web-

site, that could be included.  As an example of what even a local Chapter can do, take a look at the infor-
mational pages on the website of my own York Rite in Oklahoma City: 

http://www.okcyorkrite.org/home/about-us 

 

    

 

HAPPENINGS IN THE SOUTH-CENTRAL REGION 

by Clyde H. Schoolfield, Jr. 

Deputy General Grand High Priest 



      Continued from page 11 

 

This brings us to item (iv) mentioned above, which may be the most important of all, whether we’re in the middle 
of a pandemic or not.  There’s nothing more effective in membership recruitment than personal contact with potential 

candidates.  Luckily for us, our target audience is Master Masons and we know where they congregate. 

Visits to Masonic Lodges can range from a formal presentation, such as the videos or power point presentations 

found in the “Membership Recruitment Presentations” section of our regional website, to something as 

simple as a two-minute introduction and invitation to the York Rite during a regular Lodge meeting.  The 
personal contact with candidates at these meetings in invaluable.  Some of the best “recruiting” goes on 

in one-on-one discussions after these meetings. 

In an effort to reach as many Master Masons as possible, a few Grand Chapters have even divided all of the Mason-

ic Lodges in their states into regions and assigned each region to a constituent Chapter.  The Chapters are then in-
structed to have their members make regular visits to the Lodges in their assigned regions to introduce the Lodge 

members to Royal Arch Masonry (and the York Rite) through formal presentations, informal talks, promotional bro-

chures, etc. 

Beginning in 2013, we made a concerted effort to emphasize membership recruitment in Oklahoma, using numer-

ous methods including all of those discussed in this article.  Since then we have exalted a total of 589 new Royal Arch 
Masons in the state.  Our membership statistics show that at the end of December 2012 we had 1397 Royal Arch Ma-

sons in Oklahoma, while at the end of June 2020 we had 1368 Royal Arch Masons.  Even though that’s a net loss of 

about 2% over a seven and one-half year period, our exaltations went a long way to offsetting the inevitable deaths 
and suspensions and just imagine where we would be now without all of those new members. 

So in the current climate of regular membership losses and pandemic shutdowns, Oklahoma has been essentially 
holding its own.  I don’t bring up our experience in order to pat ourselves on the back, but rather to point out that the 

implementation of a comprehensive membership recruitment strategy can be quite effective. 

So let’s get back out there on the recruitment trail, whether it’s “in-person” or “virtual.”  While you won’t end up 
recruiting the next Heisman Trophy Winner, you might just end up recruiting the next great Principal Sojourner and 

recipient of the General Grand Chapter’s Ritual Jewel. 

 

 

         Can we be positive?  
How? 

   Perhaps it is as simple as  a call, reaching out, contacting, helping another, caring, expressing kindness, showing 
compassion, remaining close, showing real concern, exhibiting friendship, expressing awareness, offering to be there, 

exploring opportunities for greater or improved relationships, renewed closeness and compassion, making a difference 

in all of those around us and those we come in contact with every day. 
     

   Calling in or calling out?  Being friends or being just the opposite, assisting and helping or being objectionable or an 
obstacle, being understanding or being critical.  Promoting good or tearing things down.  It boils down again to it being 

quite simple.  It is attitude and perspective.  It is choice, plain and simple. You can and do make a difference.  Either 

positive or negative, still your choice.  Which will it be? 
   

   Nothing sells success like success but dreams go unfulfilled daily for lack of an adequate determination to make a 
difference. Small steps start every great movement. Don't allow the task on hand to overwhelm you for power is on 

your side with determination and fortitude.    
 

   Continue on my good Companions as we work together making a difference for all of mankind. 

 
 

Fraternally, 
Jim 
 

 



 

    Announced Candidates  
         for the Position of 
                               GENERAL GRAND SCRIBE 

The General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International is pleased to 

announce those candidates who have declared their intention to present 

themselves for election to the position of General Grand Scribe at the 

71st Triennial Convocation. Each is blessed with many abilities, skills, and 

talents worthy of the office they seek. They have each served admirably 

as Deputy General Grand High Priest during this Triennial. 

    They are presented in alphabetic order  

Chadwick Burks, Arizona 
Southwest Region 

Clyde Schoolfield, Oklahoma  
South Central Region 

Mark Irwin, Delaware 
Northeast Region 

These are the declared candi-

dates at this time. It should be 

noted that other candidates may 

be nominated from the floor at 

the time of election for any of the 

elected General Grand Chapter 

positions. 



           

 
 It Is Go Time!!! 

Chadwick Burks, Deputy General Grand High Priest, SW 

   Those of you who have been reading my articles or have at-

tended my presentations/trainings over the years know how ada-

mant I am about the General Grand Chapter providing more val-

ue to its members. I firmly believe it is the role of the General 

Grand Chapter (GGC) to take the lead in York Rite Education, and 

to not only spread the York Rite around the world by forming 

new chapters, but work tirelessly to help make the existing chap-

ters better in every way possible. Members of the GGC pay per-

capita, and the GGC must give the existing chapters MORE VAL-

UE than the per-capita they pay. That is why I am running for General Grand Scribe 

in November, to ensure that individual chapters grow and prosper.  

    In that spirit of learning, prosperity, and brotherly love, I am pleased to an-

nounce that a revolutionary new training will be offered at the Southwest Regional 

Conference on October 30, 2020. Not only is this training brand new and being 

conducted for the first time, the Companions of the Southwest Region are making 

it available, via Zoom, FREE OF CHARGE to ANY York Rite Mason. Many other re-

gions charged a registration fee for their conference, but the Southwest Region has 

waived the registration fee so any York Rite Mason that is a member of General 

Grand Chapter, whithersoever dispersed, may attend.  

    The program is called York Rite 2.0 and is just as the title suggests; taking the 

York Rite to the “next level.” Here is a description of the program:  

    York Rite 2.0 is the comprehensive solution we’ve all been waiting for. So many 

times Chapters have a good idea about how to increase membership, retain mem-

bers, and make their York Rite successful. However great those ideas are, rarely 

does the Chapter see the results they were hoping for. Why? Because not only does 

the Chapter “not know what it doesn’t know” but because other trainings focus on 

the theoretical instead of the practical.  

    Past classes have recommended the same old ideas again and again but never 

give a solid plan on how to achieve quick results, and even more importantly, the 

step everyone misses that is critical for success. A good idea isn’t enough; it is all 

about the proper execution and the “missing ingredient.”  



 

    York Rite 2.0 starts from the ground up and shows Chapters step-by-step EXACTLY 

what to do to bring back old members, get new members, grow your Chapter, fill 

your Chapter’s coffers, and most importantly HAVE FUN.  

    It can’t be stressed enough that this system is not only proven effective, but is 

ready to implement immediately and works in both a COVID and non-COVID environ-

ment. The York Rite is in a “do or die” situation right now with the Corona Virus hurt-

ing already struggling membership. It’s time for your Chapter to not only survive but 

THRIVE! It may sound a bit like “hype” but I’m telling you, this program delivers. 

How many presentations have you sat through for HOURS on membership or “best 

practices” that are nothing more than brainstorming sessions? How many training 

sessions or Regional Conferences have you attended that the bulk of the program is 

simply, “what’s going on in your state?” While it is important to hear what other 

states are doing, the numbers prove that it isn’t working enough. It’s time to stop fo-

cusing on what isn’t working or addressing the problems – York Rite 2.0 addresses 

the solutions.  

    It is my sincere hope that you attend the Southwest Regional, via Zoom, at no 

charge, and take advantage of this training. It is especially important to “recharge” 

your Chapter and Grand Chapter during this COVID pandemic and to be ready to “hit 

the ground running” as soon as in person meetings open up more and more. The 

training will be from 8:00AM to 12:00PM (PDT), October 30, 2020. To register for the 

session go to www.swyrc.org.  

    Not everyone subscribes to this newsletter (or reads it), so please help spread the 

word about this valuable information. By working together, we can easily make this 

Regional Conference the largest attended York Rite meeting of the year (with the ex-

ception of the Triennial, maybe).  

           Questions, comments, kudos, or concerns?  

   I’m always available at ChadwickBurks@gmail.com.  

    Attend York Rite 2.0 so we can “reboot”  

  your Chapter and help the York Rite flourish around the world.  



 



 

A portion of the money raised from the Chapter Coins will go directly to the 

Royal Arch Research Assistance fund. Check out this very cool fundraiser at 

Cornerstone Masonic Regalia and supplies.  

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set  

This is a fund raising shirt for the Royal Arch Masons Charitable 

Foundation The RAMCF.org All profits will go directly to the foun-

dation. Brother Carl Hern designed the art and will be making the 

shirts. His company ASCENDED MASTERS CLOTHING has been 

making unique Masonic items for awhile now and Brother Carl 

never ceases to amaze with how much effort goes into each prod-

uct. He does a lot for charity and always has time to help his fel-

low Brothers with a charitable project. Check out this awesome 

fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Thank you Brother Hern for all 

that you do! Available in all sizes S-5X  

https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/ 

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set
https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/


Certificate Yes or No ______________   It is understood that not everyone wishes to receive a  

Diamond Pin Yes or No _____________   certificate, or even a Keystone or Diamond Pin. This saves us  

Red Certificate—Donation of $25.00 or more  money for certificates and mailing. However, if you do desire to  

Silver Certificate—Donation of $50.00 or more  receive one, please let us know as we are happy to obliged.  

Gold Certificate—Donation of $100.00 or more  !!!!! If not indicated, no certificate or Pin will be sent!!!!!  

100% Certificate—requires at least $1.00 per member  

RARA Keystone Pin—Donation of $300.00  

RARA Diamond Pin—Donation of $500.00 for each diamond  

If you already have a Diamond Pin, you must return it to the General Grand Secretary’s Office to have a diamond added !!  

                      To ensure proper credit, please fill out all areas and either type or PRINT NEATLY  

Mail completed form to Royal Arch Research Assistance, c/o J. William Riggs, P.O. Box 1040 Bardstown, KY 40004-1040  

City      State    Zip 

Street Address 

Secretary / Donors Names 

Number of Chapter Members 

Amount of Donation 

Chapter Name 

Special Instructions, if any 

Chapter# Location—City & State 

       ROYAL ARCH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE CONTRIBUTION FORM 



 

                           Royal Arch Mason Magazine 

INTERNET SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
        USE THIS FORM FOR  

        Regular Subscription 
        Life Subscriptions 

        Renewals 
 SUBSCRIPTION RATES SUBSCRIPTION TERM  
1 YEAR ............................$ 10.00 
3 YEARS...........................$ 25.00  
5 YEARS...........................$ 40.00  
LIFE ..................................$ 150.00  
PLEASE PRINT: NAME: _________________________________ 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ 
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ______________________________________  
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________  
AMOUNT PAID: $ ___________ (_____) NEW (_____)  
RENEWEL MAIL TO: Royal Arch Mason, P.O. Box 205, Maxwell, IN 46154  
THE ROYAL ARCH MASON has no paid solicitors 

                            GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS INTERNATIONAL  

                                                  2017 - 2020 VISION STATEMENT  
1. To spread further light and knowledge thereby improving all members of the Masonic Fraternity.  

2. Improve the image of Royal Arch Masonry internationally by encouraging a greater understanding of the history, 
symbolism and esoteric nature of the Chapter degrees.  

3. To take all reasonable steps to retain all existing members.  

4. To maximize our communication efforts by all means available.  
5. To live and work together in a devoted team spirit.  

6. To encourage education and leadership improvements for all levels of membership.  
7. To be the catalyst in developing harmony and unity with the leadership of the General Grand Council and the 

Grand Encampment in supporting joint programs and activities when mutually beneficial.  
8. To encourage support of the Royal Arch Research Assistance philanthropy.  

9. Enhance Royal Arch Masonry by being more attentive and responsive to the needs and desires of the General 

Grand Chapter membership.  
10. To uphold and support the Mission Statement. 

                                  General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International  

                                               2017 - 2020 MISSION STATEMENT  
Mission of Royal Arch Masonry: The mission of Royal Arch Masonry is to support and promote a way of life that 

binds like-minded men in a worldwide brotherhood furthering and expanding the light of Freemasonry. The General 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International achieves this as a support and service organization utilizing a part-

nership effort between its members. A better understanding of the history, symbolism and esoteric nature of the 

Capitular degrees will result in an improved education of our membership. These combined efforts will not only im-
prove fellowship but lead to a greater compassion and concern for all Masons. 



 
Published monthly by:  

The General Grand Chapter of  

Royal Arch Masons International 

Larry Gray, PGHP, General Grand Secretary  

P.O. Box 128  

Greenfield, Indiana 46140-0128  

Phone: 317-467-3600 

FAX: 317-467-3899 

Email: ramintl@sbcglobal.net  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Articles  
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parallaax@comcast.net . We reserve the right to de-
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