
 
Dear Companions, 

 The relationship and connection between the first 3 degrees and 

Royal Arch Masonry is an important tie with greater understand-

ing and knowledge of those first 3 degrees for our Brother Ma-

sons.  These podcasts are a great way to make that connection in 

our individual lodges.  

 

   The attraction of using podcasts, filled with educational Masonic infor-

mation is spreading on the internet. Facebook, in particular, is showing 

many “likes” and “shares” of news and comments about the podcasts from 

the Masonic Service Association. 

    This program has grown dramatically in the past 18 months. More than 

130,000 episodes have been downloaded. New podcasts are continually 

being added by Michael Smith, of Maine, who is directing the program. There are now 200 different epi-

sodes available, most being narrations of Short Talk Bulletins.  

    Six podcasts have been downloaded more than 1000times each. They are “The Trowel” (1341); “The 

Hiramic” (1222); “alas My Brother” (1200); “The Young Man Who Lisped” (1200); “A Story of De-

grees” (1063); and “The Ultimate Lessons of the First Degree” (1036). 

    Anyone, a Mason or not, can access all of these recorded 

Short Talk Bulletins, at www.shorttalkbulletins.com , at 

no cost. They are perfect for 5 to 10-minute education pro-

grams at Lodge meetings or individual Masonic education. 

 

   Holiness to the Lord! ! ! ! 

 

Fraternally, 
Jim Hodge, 
General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons International 

Words from the General Grand East  November 2020 

 



Greetings, 
I read a story about a man who was taking his small daughter on a cruise out to California's Catalina Island. It was 
one of those beautiful clear Southern California days, and suddenly the little girl 

exclaimed, ''Daddy, I can look farther than my eyes can see!'' I wish our chapters 

were filled with people like that little girl who could look farther than they could 
see. 

  
Doctors now tell us that the part of our mind that plays the greatest role in 

achievement is that part of the mind that imagines, that visualizes. God created 

the human brain in two distinct parts, each having different functions. The left 
side of the brain is basically concerned with logic and speech - it thinks. The right 

side of the brain is related to intuition and creativity - it knows. It is visual in ori-
entation. We now know that we tend to cultivate the left side of the brain. We 

spend years developing the part of the mind that reasons, memorizes, and 
learns, but almost no time is given to developing the immense potential of that 

part of the mind that gives birth to vision. 

  
How we need to cultivate that visionary part of our thinking. Helen Keller was 

right. The greatest tragedy in life is to have sight, without vision. 
  

Many times our chapters fail because we can’t see it – we can’t see what our chapter can become. If we can’t see it, 

we won’t do it. 
  

I believe Royal Arch Masonry can thrive. It can - if we can see it. 
  

A schoolteacher once asked her second grade class to define a mule. One little boy raised his hand and said, ''A mule 
is an animal that is awfully backward about going forward.'' 

  

There will always be some companions who will stand up and say why it cannot be done. Edgar Guest said: 
  

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 
There are thousands to prophesy failure. 

There are thousands to point out to you one by one, 

The dangers that wait to assail you. 
  

If you have ever been in a position of leadership you know that cynicism is contagious. It only takes one negative 
spark to set an entire negative fire. 

  
Companions of the same chapter can see two totally different things. One group can see opportunities, while the oth-

er group sees the obstacles. One sees blessings, while the other sees the burdens. 

  
You can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or you can rejoice because thorn bushes have roses. It's all in 

how you look at it. There is a story of three workmen who had hammers and chisels cutting stones. A man happened 
to walk by and he said to them, ''What are you doing?'' One said, ''I'm just chipping away at this bit of stone.'' The 

second man said, ''I'm trying to earn a living for me and my family.'' The third man said, ''I'm building a cathedral.'' 
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What’s the difference in the two groups? I can tell you in one word - VISION. 

 
 

It’s not just positive thinking that we need. It is VISION that we need. A little boy came home and told his dad that he 
had flunked his math test. His dad said, ''Son, that's negative, think positive.'' He said, ''Alright, I'm positive I flunked my 

math test.'' 

  
In 1939 Gallup took a poll and asked the American people how many of them would buy a gadget called television. Only 

16 percent of Americans said they would ever buy a television. Yet, in the next thirty years they bought over 175 million 
sets. If the TV industry had waited for a majority vote of confidence, we would still be listening to the radio. 

  
 

Doubt always bring drought. 

  

A sales manager called his salesmen together to try to encourage them to have a greater vision. He had a big white post-
er board, and in the middle of that poster board he had drawn a black circle about the size of a quarter. He asked each of 

his salesmen to come up and tell what they saw on that poster. Well, the first one said, ''I see a black dot.'' The second 
one said, ''I see a black dot.'' The third one said, ''I see a black dot.'' No one saw anything but the black dot. Then he 

said, ''Isn't it strange that all of you saw the black dot, but none of you saw the white all around it?'' 
 

The Great Architect of the Universe, the Supreme High Priest of Heaven has brought us a long way since 1798. Yet, I 
see In Philanthropy, Royal Arch Research Assistance needs a new award system. In place since the mid-1980’s or earli-

er, inflation alone would seem to dictate an adjustment. The difference we make as Royal Arch Masons is impactful. Few 
others raise money for C.A.P.D. Research. In doing so, Royal Arch Masons are making an impact where few care. In Rit-

ual, the promotion of the Ritual Award must be taken to a new level. As Royal Arch Masons, we are the custodians of the 

Royal Arch Degree, a degree without equal in symbolism. All of our degrees are worthy of being done well and each pro-
spective companion deserving of a well conferred degree. In Publication, the Royal Arch Mason Magazine is so im-

portant as a means of communication from General Grand Chapter and education in the area of Capitular Masonry. Up-
dates are coming, primarily in printing, but also with a new content emphasis upon Masonic Education, as we have so 

obligated ourselves in the Most Excellent Master’s Degree. In Fraternal Relations, General Grand Chapter, while 

unique, must promote cooperation among all Masonic Bodies and seek new ways to work together to advance the gen-
eral good and positive public profile of Freemasonry. In Financial Planning, General Grand Chapter must give new em-

phasis to the fiscal health of individual Grand Chapters and subordinate Chapters to enhance local revenues. In Member 
Development, General Grand Chapter must communicate in a greater diversity across social media and to a wider audi-

ence – local companions in local chapters, receiving Capitular Masonic Education. 

  

I can see it. Can you see it? 

  
Thank you for allowing me to serve you as your General Grand King. I am grateful for all that has happened under the 

umbrella of General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, International, since its inception. I am eager to continue serving 
and continue seeing General Grand Chapter lead into the future. 

 

 

Fraternally  

Steven Tiner 

General Grand King 
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Greetings Companions, 
 
November is now upon us and this is the season for giving thanks to our Creator and 
also to all our family members, friends, co-workers and all fellow men and women 
who in one way or the other, have added something positive to our life experience in 
the past. 
This year 2020 has been full of unusual events and having made through to this 
month should give each and every one of us a deep sense of gratitude and apprecia-
tion for the blessings of life and good health that our Creator has blessed us with. I 
do take this occasion to again thank you all my companions for having given me the 
opportunity to grow by learning so much from you and I look forward to our future 
collaborations and friendship.  
 
November is also for our General Grand Chapter RAMI, the opportunity to meet although this will happen re-
motely this year. I hope and pray that every one of my companions will be able to attend the triennial meeting 
on November 21, 2020, with the participation of all companions in the United States of America along with our 
Companions in the foreign jurisdictions. I am definitely looking forward to it.  
 
 
This past month of October, I have had the opportunity to attend the annual meeting of the Grand Chapter 
RAM of Maryland. For obvious reasons, this meeting which was held in person, did not bring out the usual big 
crowd, but had present, the constant leaders of the craft in this jurisdiction to make the event interesting and 
informative. At this convocation held in the beautiful lodge room of the Glen Burnie Lodge in Maryland, the 
Grand Chapter received the report of stewardship of the Grand High Priest, heard all committee reports, voted 
on budget, elected and installed the Grand Chapter officers for the upcoming year 2021. This was a very well 
conducted meeting and most of all, it gave the few members present, the opportunity to enjoy the fellowship 
of each other as Masons are used to do. I congratulate MEC Bruce Colburn, junior PGHP for having suc-
cessfully completed his year in the Grand East. My congratulations equally go to the newly installed 
GHP, MEC Jeffrey L. Dill and his officers and wish them much success this year.  The one notable and very sad 
part of the meeting was the absence of a strong pillar of Freemasonry in Maryland, the Past Grand High Priest 
Steven Ponzillo III, who had been called to the Celestial Grand Chapter above earlier in the year. May his soul 
continue to rest in perfect peace, as he is sorely missed. He is one person who even long after his passing, 
should receive our gratitude for having done so much for Freemasonry in general and the York Rite in particu-
lar.  
 
Companions, so much is happening around us these days and I do hope that you and your family are doing 
well. I look forward to seeing you all soon when the health safety conditions will permit it again. 
 

 
 
  

God bless you all and keep you safe and healthy. 

  
 Sincerely and Zealously, 

Teko A. FOLY 



 Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest 
of Delaware Lionel D. “Lonny” Hunter 
 
Lionel D.  Lonny  Hunter, age 77, of Wilmington, DE, 
passed away on Thursday, October 22, 2020.  
 

Lionel D. Lonny Hunter, age 77, of Wilmington, DE, passed away on Thursday, October 

22, 2020. 

Born in Upland, PA on March 2, 1943, he was a son of the late Leland and Thelma 

(Linaweaver) Hunter, Sr. Lonny proudly served in the United States Marine Corps. He 

worked as a mixer for Congoleum Corp. in Trainer, PA, and later worked at Panzer Man-

agement Co. in New Jersey as a maintenance engineer. 

A friend to the community, he was a Junior Achievement advisor and coached football, 

basketball, and baseball for the CYAA in Claymont. Lonny was a Delaware National 

Court appointed special advocate volunteer for 20 years. He was also a Cub Master and 

committee Chairman for Pack 62 of Claymont and a member of the Senior 50+ Club of Newark. Lonny was a dedicated member of 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church. In his spare time, he enjoyed fishing. Above all, Lonny loved spending time with his grandchil-

dren and Scarlett (Buttercup). 

In addition to his parents, Lonny was preceded in death by his brothers, Louis Hunter, Leslie Hunter, Larry Hunter, and Joan Hunter. 

He is survived by his loving wife of 44 years, Linda L. (Stewart) Hunter; children, Anita Cumbo (Chas) of Orlando, FL, Charles Russo, 

Jr. (Flo) of Elkton, MD, Gina Gromek (Ron) of Upper Chichester, PA, Kenneth Hunter of Wilmington and Thomas Russo (Cel) of Avon-

dale, PA; brothers, Leland Hunter, Jr. of Upland, PA and Lance Hunter of Florida; 14 grandchildren; and 3 great grandchildren. 

Masonic Bio 

Our Most Illustrious Grand Master was born on March 2, 1943 to Leland and Thelma Hunter. He has 5 brothers: Leland, Lawrence, 

Lewis, Leslie and Lance. He was educated at Hill Street Elementary School in Upland, Pennsylvania and Eddystone High School in 

Eddystone, Pennsylvania. He married Linda in 1976 and they have 5 children, Anita, Charles, Gina, Kenneth and Thomas. They also 

have 14 grandchildren and 1 great grandson. Our Most Illustrious Grand Master also served in the United States Marine Corps. 

He started his Masonic journey on 1964. He was a member of Lafayette Lodge #14 in Wilmington and Armstrong Lodge #26 in New-

port. He is a Past Chief Tyler for 818 Market Street Grand Lodge Building. He also is a Past Secretary/Treasurer of the Joint Board of 

Trustees. 

He was exalted in St. Johns Chapter #4 where he served as High Priest. He was also a member of Kent Chapter #8 where he also 

served as High Priest and was serving as Secretary/Treasurer. He was honored with the Bronze Distinguished Service Medal in 2005 

by the General Grand Chapter. In 2014 he served as Grand High Priest of Delaware. 

He was greeted in Gunning Bedford Council #1 and served as Illustrious Master. He was also a member of Adoniram Council #2 

where he was serving as Recorder/Treasurer. He was elected Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council in 2015. 

He was knighted in St. Johns Commandery #1 and served as Eminent Commander. 

He received his 32Ú in the Scottish Rite Valley of Wilmington. 

His other memberships include: 

Blue Hen Council #113 Allied Masonic Degrees-served as Sovereign Master in 2015 

Two-by-Two Lodge #15 Royal Ark Mariners 

Delaware Council #18 Knight Masons where he was serving as Excellent Chief 

First State York Rite College #45-Served as Governor in 2018 

Received the Order of the Purple Cross from the York Rite Sovereign College in 2014. 

He handled the arrangements for the York Rite Annual Sessions for many years. 



TRIENNIAL 2020 

The Triennial 2020 LLC regrets to announce that the annual convocation previously 

scheduled for Louisville will not be held as previously expected.  We regret any incon-

venience that this has caused those planning on attending.  Refunds are being pro-

cessed in an orderly manner. 

A virtual meeting has been scheduled for Saturday, November 21st at 3:00 o’clock p.m. 

(EDT).  The Committee is currently working on the details to make this a successful Tri-

ennial Convocation for the GGCRAMI. 

Additional information will be furnished as it becomes available.  We request that Com-

panions continue to check the yrtriennial2020 website for the latest information per-

taining to the details for attending as they become available.    

 

 
 
 
 

Changes 
 
 
A new computer website is being developed for the General Grand Chapter Royal 
Arch Masons International.  This is an interactive site which provides educational op-
portunities supporting advanced knowledge and training in various aspects of Capitu-
lar Masonry.  It provides certifications for individuals who want to improve their 
knowledge of the respective offices and responsibilities of those positions in the local 
Chapter.  Such certification attests to their qualifications for those interested in ad-
vancing in the various stations of the Chapter or Grand Chapter. 
 
Additionally, there are a number of educational areas that deal with explanations per-
taining to the symbolism and esoteric nature found within the different degrees.  Pro-
grams dealing with the historical aspects of the degrees are also on the website 
which expand a clearer understanding of the times and nature of the degrees. 
 
Originally, we had hoped to have some of this information available at the regional 
conferences over the past two years of the Triennial; however, that was not the case.  
A prototype of the website is up and available for your inspection at our triennial 
website “yrtriennial2020.com” until sometime later around the first of the year when 
it will be fully operational if not before that date.  Please check it out and let us know 
your thoughts.  Nothing is perfect and positive constructive comments are always 
welcome. 



     On A Lighter Note 
 

 

 

 

                  You Might Be Involved With The Freemasons If???? 

 

 

 
She took him for granite. 

1. ...If your yearly dues are bigger than your car payment. 
 
2. ...If you are looking for a new degree team, because you feel you do not get enough practice with two. 
 
3. ...If the only day of the week you do not break bread at a lodge is Sunday. 
 
4. ...If in any year, you can find yourself in more than one chair. 
 
5. ...If you ever had to turn down joining a Masonic appendant body because you could not find a day in your 
schedule for another organization. 
 
6. ...If, on your calendar, you have written the hat and ring you need to bring with you for the evening. 
 
7. ...If you have driven to hear the talk on the cup of brotherly love more than once. 
 
8. ...If you are listed as a master ritualist in more than one grand lodge. 
 
9. ...If you have been asked more than once to give a degree lecture for a lodge at the last second. 
 
10. ...If you do not pass an open lodge without visiting. 

 
Paddy was going home from the lodge meeting one evening, when a frog on the pavement called 

out to him and said, 

"If you kiss me, I'll turn into a beautiful princess". Without a word, he bent over, picked up the 

frog and put it in his pocket. The creature spoke up again, louder this time, and said, 

"If you kiss me and turn me back into a beautiful princess, I will stay with you for a year and do 

anything you want." 

Paddy took the frog out of his pocket, smiled at it and then returned it back to the pocket. The 

frog then cried out desperately, 

"If you kiss me and turn me back into a princess, I'll stay with you forever and have your chil-

dren!" 

Again Paddy took the frog out, smiled at it benignly and put it back into his pocket. Finally, the 

frog asked, with tears in its eyes, 

"What IS the matter? I've told you I'm a beautiful princess that I'll stay with you forever and do 

anything you want. WHY won't you kiss me?" 

Paddy said, "Look, Oi'm a Master Mason. A girlfriend just takes up toime when I could be learning 

Ritual. But a talking frog, now that will get me a free drink in the pub!" 

Did you hear the one about the stone mason who was married to a con artist? 



    The Ark of the Covenant 

The Ark of the Covenant was housed in the Temple of Solomon. It is a common theme in Royal Arch Masonry. It appears 

as a symbol in a variety of Masonic art work. 

 The Ark itself is never mentioned in Blue Lodge ritual. In the Bible it states that after Solomon's Temple was completed, as 

part of the dedication ceremony, the Ark was seated within the Kodesh Hakodashim or Holy of Holies. Within the Holy of 

Holies two massive cherubim's, beings who attend to God in the Abrahamic tradition, stood overlooking the Ark. 

 In the Bible a detailed description is given about what the Ark looked like. Most notably to Freemasons, the Ark in several 

descriptions is made with acacia wood. The wood was covered with gold and a lid was fashioned with Cherubim's on the 

lid. Despite the detailed descriptions in the Bible, the Ark is often drawn in a variety of ways and shapes. There are at least 

some who disagree with the idea that the Ark was a box or chest, instead saying it was more of a bowl shape, which 

would have fit in more commonly with other similar objects of that time period. 

 Some theologians believe that within the Bible there are multiple arks that are spoken of including the one in the story of 

Exodus. When Moses smashed the Ten Commandments he placed the broken pieces in the Ark of the Covenant. Also 

placed in the ark was Aaron's rod and a pot of manna. 

 Aaron, the brother of Moses, was a slave like Moses in Egypt. God proclaimed that Moses was like a God unto the Egyp-

tians and Aaron would be his prophet. Just as Moses had a rod that displayed mystical powers, so too did Aaron. Prior to 

the Exodus, Moses and Aaron went before the Pharaoh to give him one last chance to release the Israelites. To prove 

God's power, God told Aaron to throw his rod on the ground and that it would turn into a snake. The Pharaohs magicians 

dropped their rods as well and they turned into snakes, Aaron's rod, now a snake, devoured the other snakes. 

 After the Exodus it was commanded by God that each of the twelve tribes would put forth a rod to determine which tribe 

would be the priests of the Ark. The tribe connected to the rod that bloomed overnight would become the priests. Aaron 

put forth his rod for the Levites. Over the night his rod began to bloom and almonds came from it. Initially the almonds 

were sweet. Whenever the Israelites turned away from God the almonds would become bitter. 

 The third item in the Ark, the pot of manna was the food source that the Israelites had while wondering the desert. Man-

na is described in a variety of ways depending on what text you are reading. 

 In later traditions it is said that the Ark was carried before the armies of the Israelites making them invincible.  

In modern times, the story of the Ark of the Covenant has been viewed through a more modern and even mystical lens. 

Everything from Indiana Jones and the Ark of the Covenant which had the Ark being unearthed in Egypt and when the Ark 

was opened the power of God came forth and devoured those who looked upon it. In fact, in the Biblical tradition the Ark 

was hidden from view, even from the people who 

were carrying it. In other modern twists it has been 

stated that Moses actually brought down radioactive 

material from Mount Sinai, and that was why his 

hair turned white. It is also claimed by the same 

group of people that priestly breastplate, or high 

priest breastplate, was meant as some sort of 

"shielding" from the Ark. 

 The final resting place of the Ark of the Covenant is 

unknown. The strongest theory has it in Ethiopia 

where it is guarded by priests. No one is allowed in 

to see so it is impossible to confirm that it is the Ark 

of the Covenant. 



     DID JAH KNOW? 
November 4th On 

this date in 1752, George 
Washington received his 
Entered Apprentice degree 
in Fredericksburg Lodge in 
Virginia  

November 28th On this date 

in 1884, Quatuor Coronati 

Lodge No. 2076, in London, 

England, the first research 

lodge in the world, received its 

warrant.  

November 28th On this 

date in 1911, Franklin D. Roo-

sevelt (U.S. President 1933-

1945) received his 3rd degree.  

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please come check it out. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GGCRAMI/ 



   A Penny for your Thoughts  
 

A penny for your thoughts. We've heard that saying before - haven't we? 

My thoughts are probably just like yours when it comes to Royal Arch Ma-

sonry. What can we do to improve Chapter attendance? What can we do 

to interest fellow Masons to petition a Royal Arch Chapter? 

 To answer the first question - Companions can become bored with the 

same old open-close, a bite to eat, and a goodbye for another month. In-

stead, spice up the meeting with an interesting and entertaining program. Send this information out 

in the Trestleboard so the membership has something to look forward to at the next Convocation. 

 I have also given a lot of thought to the second question regarding new membership. It's like pull-

ing teeth. Ouch! But, I'm getting geared up to do something about it. Like motivating myself to 

spread the word about the fraternity to which we so proudly belong. 

 Each and every Royal Arch Mason needs to reach out to our Brother Masons. The approach can be 

done two different ways. Number one: By talking to them one-on-one. Number two: Visiting their 

Blue Lodge and giving a talk. The sad part about this is, when you do decide to give a talk at a 

Craft Lodge, only a handful show up. Sad, isn't it? There is a way to get around this. Read on! 

 I started this article out by saying that I have been giving this a lot of thought. The more I think 

about it - my thoughts just might be the "Key" in getting our Brothers to take "The Best First Step" 

to More Light!” 

 I challenge each District to have our Blue Lodge Brothers assemble at one lodge location in your 

area that can accommodate a good sized audience. The more the better. You can even invite Chap-

ter members, but the target audience, the majority, should be nonmembers of the Royal Arch. At 

this assembly, the Master of Ceremonies’ mission is to present a program covering as much as pos-

sible about the Order. The speaker should have a team of Companions with him, all dressed with 

their red blazer, to answer questions, hand out brochures, petitions, etc. High Priests should be pre-

sent as well. By doing this, it shows cohesiveness among Royal Arch Masons, and impresses the un-

initiated. 

 Having a gathering of this type, enables all of us to meet as one, and affords the opportunity to 

disseminate knowledge about York Rite Masonry. My fellow Companions - it is up to each of us to 

spread the word via email, flyers, calls, etc. I hope that you agree that convening is one sure way 

to reach out to a large group, just waiting to receive more light. "A Penny for your Thoughts."  

    "So it is written - So Let it be done." 
 

Edward (Ed) Tooma  
High Priest  

Shenandoah 17  

Edinburg, VA 



 

 

    

With so many Masonic activities having been 
curtailed, if not suspended outright since earlier this 
year, it will certainly take some time for us to return 
to normalcy.  However, a gradual return appears to 
have begun.  Regular meetings, whether in-person 
or electronic, are now being held in most jurisdic-
tions.  This heavy reliance on electronic “virtual” 
meetings may become a sort of new normal for us 

for a while. 

Of course, we are all looking forward to a time 
when regular degree conferrals will return to all ju-
risdictions.  While this will be different from state to 
state and will certainly be dependent upon the ap-
proval of the Grand Master of Masons in each state, 
degree conferrals are gradually coming back. 

For example, during the early part of October, 
we held regional conferrals of the Mark Master and 
Past Master degrees in four different locations in 
central and western Oklahoma.  Then on October 
24th, the newly made Mark and Past Masters from 
these conferrals travelled to Oklahoma City to re-

ceive the Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch 
(along with the Royal Master and Select Master) 
degrees. 

This was the first time that we had conferred 
any of the Capitular (or Cryptic) degrees in Oklaho-
ma since February.  The teams may have been a bit 
rusty (including my own Royal Arch team), but the 
degrees were indeed a sight to behold.  In accord-
ance with the directive of the Grand Master of Ma-
sons, everyone in attendance wore a face covering 
and maintained as much social distancing as possi-
ble.   

If you’re wondering how some parts of the Ritual were performed under these physical restrictions, suffice it to say that the 
Grand High Priest approved several recommendations of the Custodians of the Work to make a few slight modifications to the confer-
ral in order to comply.  I’ll leave it to your imagination to decide where these modifications were needed, particularly in the Royal 
Arch degree. 

In addition to the candidates and four degree teams, there was a sizable contingent of other Royal Arch Masons in attendance.  
This confirms what we have discussed before that regular conferrals and exemplifications of the Ritual are an excellent way to intro-
duce Capitular education into your Chapter meetings, while also improving attendance along the way. 

If you’re not yet able to hold degree conferrals, think about how interesting it would be to exemplify the completion and dedica-
tion of the Temple at one of your Chapter meetings.  This could be followed by delving into the biblical sources of the Ritual.  Or how 
about setting up the banners and veils and exemplifying the passing of the veils. This could be followed by a discussion of the pass-
words, signs, and words of explanation of the Masters of the Veils. 

Too often many of our members only see the Ritual once when they are candidates. But we know that repeated exposures to 
the Ritual brings new insights every time it is seen.  So let’s all dust off those old Rituals and get back to work! 

Links to a number of helpful resources to make education a part of your Royal Arch Chapter experience may be found on our 
regional website: 

https://sites.google.com/site/southcentralyr/ 

WHO WERE THOSE MASKED MEN? 

by Clyde H. Schoolfield, Jr. 

Deputy General Grand High Priest 

PICTURED 

Front row:  Clyde H. Schoolfield, Jr. (Deputy General Grand High 
Priest – South Central Region), Robert G. Davis (Deputy Grand Mas-

ter of Masons in Oklahoma), Bobby J. Peters (Grand Master of Ma-
sons in Oklahoma), John R. Christopher (Grand High Priest of Okla-

homa), and John F. Carter (Grand King of Oklahoma). 

Back two rows:  The newest Royal Arch Masons in Oklahoma. 



New Opportunities 

By Mark Irwin 

Deputy General Grand High Priest – Northeast 

 

This has been a strange year, but not completely unprecedented. Did you 

know that that the General Grand Chapter Triennial Convocation was post-

poned from September 1832 to November 1832 because of the prevalence 

of cholera?  The General Grand Chapter never ceased to exist from its be-

ginning in 1798 but the Triennial Convocation that would have been held in 

Memphis, Tennessee in 1862 was held in 1865 in Columbus, Ohio due to 

the Civil War.  So, you see, health issues and war have affected our dear 

fraternity over the years. 

Unlike our forebearers, today, we have tools available to us to keep the 

bonds of our fraternity strong, even though we are unable to meet in person.  There is nothing better than a 

friendly smile, a strong handshake, or a warm embrace, but being able to see our fellow Companions via 

Zoom, WebEx or other video systems, separates us from the past. Where else can you travel to Beirut, Leba-

non for lunch and then be back at work in a matter of minutes. How about being a part of the Grand Chap-

ter of the Philippines Grand Convocation and the next day take part in the Northwest York Rite Regional 

Conference. What about the Grand Chapters of Georgia and New Hampshire Grand Convocations in the 

same day or even better, the Grand Chapters of Missouri, Vermont, and Rhode Island all in the same day. 

This would never been possible even a few short years ago but now has become a regular occurrence for 

work, home, and Masonry. 

Many Grand High Priests have embraced the new technologies to reach out to their membership with infor-

mal meetings using Zoom. Some jurisdictions have looked at hybrid solutions to include both in person and 

remote participation at stated meetings. What a great way to include Companions who either due to health 

concerns or the fact that they have moved away from the area would be unable to attend. It has rekindled 

old friendships and brought forth many lighthearted moments. Next time you are in a Zoom Meeting with 

John Miller, Grand Secretary of Florida, check out his virtual backgrounds. If you want to hear some bad 

jokes,  but ones that  will bring a smile to your face, join early when Chad Burks, Southwest Deputy General 

Grand High Priest is on a Zoom meeting.  I personally like to use pictures that I have taken from across the 

country as backgrounds which sometimes prompts conversations. 

The new Most Puissant General Grand Master, Monty Glover has started a monthly fireside chat where Com-

panions from the world are invited to attend and ask questions of the General Grand Council officers along 

with talks by various Companions. This past month, we heard Masonic ghost stories of Hawaii. Other inter-

esting topics are being planned for the future. In the past, you were lucky to see our presiding officers once 

during their terms, now they are more accessible and communicating with their membership through these 

new forums. 

I know that we all hope to be back in person soon as I do, but until then, stay safe and see you soon on 

Zoom! 

 

  



 

    Announced Candidates  
         for the Position of 
                               GENERAL GRAND SCRIBE 

The General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International is pleased to 

announce those candidates who have declared their intention to present 

themselves for election to the position of General Grand Scribe at the 

71st Triennial Convocation. Each is blessed with many abilities, skills, and 

talents worthy of the office they seek. They have each served admirably 

as Deputy General Grand High Priest during this Triennial. 

    They are presented in alphabetic order  

Chadwick Burks, Arizona 
Southwest Region 

Clyde Schoolfield, Oklahoma  
South Central Region 

Mark Irwin, Delaware 
Northeast Region 

These are the declared candi-

dates at this time. It should be 

noted that other candidates may 

be nominated from the floor at 

the time of election for any of the 

elected General Grand Chapter 

positions. 



           

 
 The Time For Change Is Now !  

Chadwick Burks, Deputy General Grand High Priest, SW 

    

   As we approach the heels of the 71st Triennial of the General Grand Chapter, York Rite Masonry 

once again finds itself at a crossroads in history. Membership numbers continue to decrease as 

they have done for the past two decades plus. Most Chapters across the country and the world are 

still unable to meet in person, and where in person meetings are allowed, the numbers are highly 

restricted. The lack of inperson meetings for so long makes it very difficult to get Companions back 

in the routine of York Rite Masonry. Many will end up drifting away forever. Finally, the inability to 

do annual fundraisers combined with the personal financial stress individuals are suffering due to 

COVID-19 has put a tremendous strain on the financial resources of many Chapters. This leaves 

them “desperate” to cover operating costs or cut expenses, and withdrawing from General Grand 

Chapter can seem like a tempting & easy Band-Aid during desperate times. The future of this organ-

ization and all of the York Rite is dependent upon not losing any current member chapters while continuing to charter new 

Grand Chapters.  

These trying times have caused the General Grand Chapter to be put under a microscope as member Chapters question 

“what’s in it for me.” This certainly isn’t any kind of criticism of current or past leadership of the General Grand Chapter, but 

the fact remains that several Chapters have questioned the amount of value they receive from General Grand and wonder if 

they can just go it alone. As I’ve mentioned before, this is due to a combination of lack of education as to what the GGC does 

combined with the GGC having not launched any substantially new programs in recent years that helps the individual Chapter 

survive. While some believe it is not the job of the GGC to provide content to the individual Chapter and not the job of the GGC 

to try and “bail out a chapter” I couldn’t DISAGREE more! It is time for the GGC to STEP UP and take the burden of the survival 

of York Rite Masonry squarely upon its shoulders and lead the way.  

I’ve served for over 3 years now as the Deputy General Grand High Priest for the Southwest Region – a region that covers the 

most geographical distance in the USA. During that time I’ve attended every Grand Session for every state in the SW region 

every single year. I’ve also personally conducted the GGC portion of the SW Regional conference for 4 years, attended every 

other regional conference in the US (at least once), and conducted training for the Companions of Mexico. Through that, I’ve 

talked to a lot of Companions all over the globe. Some of them are vocal about frustrations with GGC, others are not, and some 

have frustration boiling just under the surface; the most dangerous of all because it catches one unprepared. If you think the 

discontent I’m referring to is “overblown,” you are unfortunately mistaken. Two large states in the SW Region previously pro-

duced legislation (multiple times) to withdraw from GGC. I personally created and delivered presentations about the merits of 

the GGC at their grand sessions and the legislation was defeated, but there are still wounds to treat. Another state (not in my 

region) actually withdrew from GGC during this Triennial, and I have heard talk at several other grand sessions and regional 

conferences of other states “considering” the move out. General Grand Council has had similar challenges. However, this can 

be remedied and prevented by PROVIDING MORE VALUE to the individual chapters; so much value that even considering with-

drawal is not an option.  

Before I was running for General Grand Scribe I worked to provide more value for individual Chapters on behalf of GGC. Mem-

ber Chapters were struggling with having quality York Rite education at their meetings, so I started producing educational vide-

os for them. Now, they simply “push play” and they have education for the night. I gave them value INSTANTLY. I didn’t tell 

them to go buy a book, I didn’t tell them to go look at a website with dozens of unorganized links, I didn’t charge them for a 

video; I took many hours and researched, wrote, and produced educational videos for them on my own time and my own dime 

and then gave it to them on behalf of the GGC. “Here you go. General Grand Chapter cares about you and wants you to suc-

ceed. You said you needed this, so here it is.” While people talked,  



 

argued, and debated about the merits of educational videos, I just went out and made them. I TOOK ACTION. These 

videos have proven very successful and I vow to continue this program as General Grand Scribe.  

As mentioned before, many chapters are having financial issues right now. They’ve asked for help in fundraising, cash 

management, etc. I have developed a complete program on fundraising where the entire Chapter can pay their percapi-

ta to General Grand and fill their own coffers in literally a matter of minutes. In the past, GGC has come up with neat 

ideas to raise money for GGC; in the program I’m promoting GGC raises money for the individual Chapter. While we’re 

at it, why don’t we take a hard look at future GGC budgets and see where we can tighten up and reduce expenses while 

still providing more value? GGC needs to stop raising per-capita. If GGC needs more money there are other ways to go 

about getting it instead of continually coming back to the member chapters. You won’t see that from me.  

What else is hurting local chapters? Lack of members. So the Grand High Priest from a member Grand Chapter asks, 

“General Grand, do you have a ready to go program on recruitment and retention?” No. “Do you have programs to help 

me make my meetings more interesting and shorter?” No. “Do you have ideas for public events and family events that 

tie the entire Masonic family together?” No. “Do you have any idea, whatsoever, of how to get the youngest of Masons 

to join the York Rite via social media, advertisements, events, virtual events, happenings, etc?” No. Guess what, these 

programs exist – I’ve created them and I know others that have created them. Think about not only how helpful but 

essential GGC would be if we provide this kind of value to members! I believe Steven Tiner will be elected General 

Grand High Priest (he’s currently running unopposed) and I’ve discussed these programs in depth with him and he is 

supportive of them. So let’s stop talking about what we should do and let’s go do it immediately!   

I just can’t stress enough how important it is to provide more value to the individual chapters through programs sanc-

tioned by and distributed by General Grand Chapter and to provide that value NOW. I’ve been able to do it to some ex-

tent in my region, but we need to do it on an international scale and GGC needs to be taking the credit for it NOT ME. 

All I want to do is make the York Rite & General Grand Chapter stronger and we can all do that together by making our 

individual chapters stronger. I am willing to take on that leadership role as General Grand Scribe.  

By the time you read this, the Southwest Regional Conference will have taken place, virtually, and the brand new York 

Rite 2.0 training will be out there. Many of the topics mentioned in this article are covered in YR 2.0. If you were unable 

to attend the training live, please email me at Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org and I’ll send you a copy of the recording. 

Give it a watch and then let me know if you think we are on the right track.  

The General Grand Chapter was founded as a service organization, to charter new Chapters and ensure existing Chap-

ters maintain a uniform standard. We’ve done fine with the chartering and maintaining part, but we’ve drifted away a 

bit from providing the amount of service we should be. GGC can be and should be the “go-to resource” for all Royal 

Arch Masonry; we just all have to agree to make that happen. Again, this isn’t a criticism of past or current GGC leader-

ship in any way. Times have changed and things are very, very different now than they used to be. It is time for us to 

catch up with these changing times so we can remain relevant. The time for talking is over. It’s time to act.  

I am ready, willing, and able to do all the work necessary to make the General Grand Chapter a more valuable organiza-

tion: More valuable not only to the individual member Chapters, but most importantly, to YOU. All I need is your sup-

port. Give me that and we can do this together! Looking forward to seeing you at the Triennial.  



 



 

A portion of the money raised from the Chapter Coins will go directly to the 

Royal Arch Research Assistance fund. Check out this very cool fundraiser at 

Cornerstone Masonic Regalia and supplies.  

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set  

This is a fund raising shirt for the Royal Arch Masons Charitable 

Foundation The RAMCF.org All profits will go directly to the foun-

dation. Brother Carl Hern designed the art and will be making the 

shirts. His company ASCENDED MASTERS CLOTHING has been 

making unique Masonic items for awhile now and Brother Carl 

never ceases to amaze with how much effort goes into each prod-

uct. He does a lot for charity and always has time to help his fel-

low Brothers with a charitable project. Check out this awesome 

fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Thank you Brother Hern for all 

that you do! Available in all sizes S-5X  

https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/ 

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set
https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/
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                            GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS INTERNATIONAL  

                                                  2017 - 2020 VISION STATEMENT  
1. To spread further light and knowledge thereby improving all members of the Masonic Fraternity.  

2. Improve the image of Royal Arch Masonry internationally by encouraging a greater understanding of the history, 
symbolism and esoteric nature of the Chapter degrees.  

3. To take all reasonable steps to retain all existing members.  

4. To maximize our communication efforts by all means available.  
5. To live and work together in a devoted team spirit.  

6. To encourage education and leadership improvements for all levels of membership.  
7. To be the catalyst in developing harmony and unity with the leadership of the General Grand Council and the 

Grand Encampment in supporting joint programs and activities when mutually beneficial.  
8. To encourage support of the Royal Arch Research Assistance philanthropy.  

9. Enhance Royal Arch Masonry by being more attentive and responsive to the needs and desires of the General 

Grand Chapter membership.  
10. To uphold and support the Mission Statement. 

                                  General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International  

                                               2017 - 2020 MISSION STATEMENT  
Mission of Royal Arch Masonry: The mission of Royal Arch Masonry is to support and promote a way of life that 

binds like-minded men in a worldwide brotherhood furthering and expanding the light of Freemasonry. The General 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International achieves this as a support and service organization utilizing a part-

nership effort between its members. A better understanding of the history, symbolism and esoteric nature of the 

Capitular degrees will result in an improved education of our membership. These combined efforts will not only im-
prove fellowship but lead to a greater compassion and concern for all Masons. 
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Articles  
 
Send articles in electronic format to the Editor at 
parallaax@comcast.net . We reserve the right to de-
termine suitability for publication, to exclude con-
tent at the discretion of the Editor, and to perform 
reasonable edits to any article submitted to better 
suit the purposes of the General Grand Chapter. 

Photographs  
 

We will publish submitted photographs as 
deemed appropriate by the Editor. We reserve 
the right to crop and/or digitally enhance such 
photographs as we deem necessary. Digital im-
ages (JPEG) are preferred. Submitted print pho-
tographs may be published, if in the sole opin-
ion of the Editor, the scanned image is of suita-
ble quality. Submitted photos will be credited to 
the submitter. If taken by someone else, please 
provide proper credit. Also, PLEASE identify 
the individuals and event in the photos. 
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We do not sell, rent or otherwise disclose our 
mailing list to any third party.  

Disclaimer  
 

Published articles and letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or policies of the General  
Grand Chapter International, or the Editor. 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
what we publish, and that we have rights to the 
material we use. Please notify the Editor if you 
have concerns about accuracy or copyright is-
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