
 
Dear Companions 

   Why isn’t January’s namesake featured on more Masonic newsletters and web-

sites?  Janus, the Roman god of beginnings, endings, and time, has two heads that 

face opposite directions.  One head looks back at the last year while the other looks 

forward to the new, simultaneously looking into the future and the past.  Janus 

would be a fine symbol for chapters that cannot decide which direction they should 

be facing.  The absolute necessity of both old and new is obvious, and yet old and 

new have a longstanding, ongoing battle in the fraternity. 

   I have been to chapters that hope tomorrow will be 1958 and chapters that stay 

away from anything older than they are; chapters that are emerging and chapters 

that are submerging; chapters that love whatever is covered with dust and chapters 

enamored with whatever came in the mail this morning.  

Some chapters love the old. Things seldom change. They are serious about the an-

cient words.  There are so many good things about chapters that love the old that it 

takes a while to realize that some crucial things are missing.  The G.A.O.T.U. calls 

us in new, surprising ways.  Chapters in love with the old miss the heart of the ritu-

al that’s always new. 

There is also danger in the opposite direction.  Some chapters accept only what’s new and push aside everything 

that’s old.  I’ve been to chapters that love the new.  They can 

be a lot of fun.  It’s fun to watch clips from Davinci Code. It’s 

fun to go to chapter and be surprised by what’s new. 

   Chapters that love only the new can be so much fun, so 

genuinely joyful, that it takes a while to realize that something 

is missing.  The G.A.O.T.U. calls us to walk ancient 

paths.  Chapters in love with the new miss the old paths.  

The humble Galilean advised us to love the best of the old 

and the new:  “Every scribe who has been trained for the 

kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of the 

treasury what is new and what is old” (Matthew 13:52).  It’s 

not either/or, but both/and.  We read the new by an old 

light.  We see the old in a light that is new each day.  Janus 

had the right idea.  We need to look both ways.  

 

Fraternally, 

Steven Tiner, 
General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons International 

Words from the General Grand East  January 2021 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Today’s topic is going to be focused a bit more on the relationship Freemasonry has with its community. 
And why a presence within our community is better than presents to our community. 

    Freemasonry, as we all know, is a fraternity of men where they can become better men. Freemasons are 
individuals who often set the highest of moral standards. Standards that are part internal, and part external. 
Charity has never been a reason this institution was created. But, any morally sound individual who is truly 
making his best attempt at making the world a better place is likely to be a charitable person as well. Not for 
the recognition or notoriety. But, simply because morally, that’s the right thing to do, to help others less for-
tunate than ourselves.  

   There’s a difference between giving money to the community, and truly being charitable. Charity isn’t lim-
ited to financial means. Charity can be giving your time, your energy, or anything else for the betterment of 
others. I made a suggestion in lodge that we try to focus more on being in the community and truly be char-
itable. Yesterday I attended a masonic workshop and that idea was suggested there as well. 

   Giving back to your community is an maxing thing. In any capacity. While we don’t do things for others for 
the recognition, I feel sometimes we focus to hard on writing a check and not enough on actual community 
work. The people receiving the checks are grateful I’m sure. But how many people outside the group we 
give money to, know that we even do it? How many lodges across the world are passed daily without any 
idea as to what it is or why it’s there? 

    

To answer this, let’s look at our presence in the public eye. For some, this is a difficult area of discussion. 
While I don’t think advertisement is a good way to let people know we exist. I do think when we do things 
for public in a public setting… We inadvertently allow them to bare witness to our good character. This goes 
beyond charity. This has more to do with actual presence within the community. 
Our presence determines the influence we have on the people who are likely to be interested as a result of 
our presence.  I’m not suggesting we hang a banner and give out 20 dollar bills to every homeless person. 
As much as we would like to, that’s not the presence I am referring to. I’ve made the suggestion that we 
involve our community when we have an event. Or even meet up at a local grocery store and help take gro-
ceries out to vehicles. For no other reason than to be kind. And as a result, that kindness will not only inspire 
others to be kind, but would likely attract the very character we look for by creating an interest as well as an 
awareness about our fraternity. No, charity isn’t out primary focus. But if we don’t invest our own time for 
people who will likely never be able to repay us… How do we expect even our own members to invest theirs 
back into the fraternity? 

Its a slippery slope… But I think we can do it. 

What are ways your lodge helps the community? Please do not respond with monetary donation amounts. 
I’m looking for ideas on how to improve our social intercourse while representing the fraternity. 

By Brother Dave Bacon 

 
 
 

                Community 

         Presents or Presence? 



     On A Lighter Note 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

There's a man, walking down the street at 1 in the morning and he's very drunk. A policeman stops him 
and asks: Where are you going in that condition? Man: II'mm on mmyy waayyy to a lectttuurre on 
FFreemmassonnrrry. Officer: Where can you possibly get a lecture on Freemasonry at this time of night? 
Man: Frromm mmyy wifffe, wwhenn I gget homme!  

 

   WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE BODY? 

 

A story thet made the rounds a few years ago as "gospel truth" involved a 

Brother on a hunting trip in the wild of Maine. Day after day of his vacation 

was eaten up without a deer. On the last day , as he was about to give up 

in desperation , he heard a crashing in the woods: saw a glimpse of brown 

and fired. Silence! Rushing over to where he fired, he found that he had 

killed a bull moose, which is proctected from hunters to save it from extinc-

tion. as he stood there staring at the dead moose, a Game Warden stepped 

out into the clearing. Our brother found his hands involuntarily raised in a 

certain position, "What shall we do with the body?" "Dress it out, you damn 

fool," said the Warden, " and make your escape" 

 

It seems a Jewish family had rented an apartment that sat directly under the Ma-

sonic Temple, and atleast once a month they would always hear this stomping 

from above. One day Izzy told his wife he was going to drill a hole in the ceiling 

and see what those Masons were up to. After doing so, one evening he heard 

some stomping coming from above, so he got his ladder, climbed up and decided 

to take a peek. After a few moments, he flew down the ladder and ran in and told 

his wife to pack all their belongs and "Let's get out of here and fast !!!" When she 

asked why, Izzy told her that he was just peeking in on the Masons above and 

saw them kill a man and said they were going to blame it on the 'JEW-BELOW'.  



 
    A penny for your thoughts. We've heard that saying before - haven't we? My 

thoughts are probably just like yours when it comes to Royal Arch Masonry. What can 
we do to improve Chapter attendance? What can we do to interest fellow Masons to 

petition a Royal Arch Chapter? 

    To answer the first question - Companions can become bored with the same old 
open-close, a bite to eat, and a goodbye for another month. Instead, spice up the 

meeting with an interesting and entertaining program. Send this information out in 
the Trestleboard so the membership has something to look forward to at the next 

Convocation. 

    I have also given a lot of thought to the second question regarding new membership. 
It's like pulling teeth. Ouch! But, I'm getting geared up to do something about it. Like 

motivating myself to spread the word about the fraternity to which we so proudly be-
long.  

   Each and every Royal Arch Mason needs to reach out to our Brother Masons. The ap-
proach can be done two different ways. Number one: By talking to them one-on-one. 

Number two: Visiting their Blue Lodge and giving a talk. The sad part about this is, 

when you do decide to give a talk at a Craft Lodge, only a handful show up. Sad, isn't 
it? There is a way to get around this. Read on!  

   I started this article out by saying that I have been giving this a lot of thought. The more I think about it - my thoughts 
just might be the "Key" in getting our Brothers to take "The Best First Step" to More Light!”  

   I challenge each District to have our Blue Lodge Brothers assemble at one lodge location in your area that can accom-

modate a good sized audience. The more the better. You can even invite Chapter members, but the target audience, the 
majority, should be nonmembers of the Royal Arch. At this assembly, the Master of Ceremonies’ mission is to present a 

program covering as much as possible about the Order. The speaker should have a team of Companions with him, all 
dressed with their red blazer, to answer questions, hand out brochures, petitions, etc. High Priests should be present as 

well. By doing this, it shows cohesiveness among Royal Arch Masons, and impresses the uninitiated.  

   Having a gathering of this type, enables all of us to meet as one, and affords the opportunity to disseminate knowledge 

about York Rite Masonry. My fellow Companions - it is up to each of us 

to spread the word via email, flyers, calls, etc. I hope that you agree 
that convening is one sure way to reach out to a large group, just 

waiting to receive more light. "A Penny for your Thoughts."  

 

"So It is Written - So Let it be Done." 

Edward (Ed) Tooma High Priest Shenandoah 17 Edinburg, VA  

 

 

    

A Penny for your Thoughts  



     DID JAH KNOW? 
January 2ndOn this 

date in 1901, U.S. President 
Theodore Roosevelt received 
his 1st degree in Matinecock 
Lodge #806, Oyster Bay, New 
York.  

January 7th On this 

date in 1785, Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart received 

his 2nd degree.  

January 26th On this date 

in 1887, Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle received his 1st degree.  

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please come check it out. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GGCRAMI/ 



 

The Rules of Civility & Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation 
 

 

1. Every action done in company ought to be with some sign of respect to those that are present. 

2. When in company, put not your hands to any part of the body not usually discovered. 

3. Show nothing to your friend that may affright him. 

4. In the presence of others, sing not to yourself with a humming voice, or drum with your fingers or feet. 

5. If you cough, sneeze, sigh or yawn, do it not loud but privately, and speak not in your yawning, but put your handkerchief or hand before your face and turn aside. 

6. Sleep not when others speak, sit not when others stand, speak not when you should hold your peace, walk not on when others stop. 

7. Put not off your clothes in the presence of others, nor go out of your chamber half dressed. 

8. At play and attire, it's good manners to give place to the last comer and affect not to speak louder than ordinary. 

9. Spit not into the fire, nor stoop low before it; neither put your hands into the flames to warm them, nor set your feet upon the fire, especially if there be meat before it. 

10. When you sit down, keep your feet firm and even, without putting one on the other or crossing them. 

11. Shift not yourself in the sight of others, nor gnaw your nails. 

12. Shake not the head, feet, or legs; roll not the eyes; lift not one eyebrow higher than the other, wry not the mouth, and bedew no man's face with your spittle by approaching 

too near him when you speak. 

13. Kill no vermin, or fleas, lice, ticks, etc. in the sight of others; if you see any filth or thick spittle put your foot dexterously upon it; if it be upon the clothes of your compan-

ions, put it off privately, and if it be upon your own clothes, return thanks to him who puts it off. 

14. Turn not your back to others, especially in speaking; jog not the table or desk on which another reads or writes; lean not upon anyone. 

15. Keep your nails clean and short, also your hands and teeth clean, yet without showing any great concern for them. 

16. Do not puff up the cheeks, loll not out the tongue with the hands or beard, thrust out the lips or bite them, or keep the lips too open or too close. 

17. Be no flatterer, neither play with any that delight not to be played withal. 

18. Read no letter, books, or papers in company, but when there is a necessity for the doing of it, you must ask leave; come not near the books or writings of another so as to 

read them unless desired, or give your opinion of them unasked. Also look not nigh when another is writing a letter. 

19. Let your countenance be pleasant but in serious matters somewhat grave. 

20. The gestures of the body must be suited to the discourse you are upon. 

21. Reproach none for the infirmities of nature, nor delight to put them that have in mind of thereof. 

22. Show not yourself glad at the misfortune of another though he were your enemy. 

23. When you see a crime punished, you may be inwardly pleased; but always show pity to the suffering offender. 

24. Do not laugh too loud or too much at any public spectacle. 

25. Superfluous compliments and all affectation of ceremonies are to be avoided, yet where due they are not to be neglected. 

26. In putting off your hat to persons of distinction, as noblemen, justices, churchmen, etc., make a reverence, bowing more or less according to the custom of the better bred, 

and quality of the persons. Among your equals expect not always that they should begin with you first, but to pull off the hat when there is no need is affectation. In the manner 

of saluting and resaluting in words, keep to the most usual custom. 

27. 'Tis ill manners to bid one more eminent than yourself be covered, as well as not to do it to whom it is due. Likewise, he that makes too much haste to put on his hat does 

not well, yet he ought to put it on at the first, or at most the second time of being asked. Now what is herein spoken, of qualification in behavior in saluting, ought also to be 

observed in taking of place and sitting down, for ceremonies without bounds are troublesome. 

28. If anyone come to speak to you while you are sitting stand up, though he be your inferior, and when you present seats, let it be to everyone according to his degree. 

29. When you meet with one of greater quality than yourself, stop and retire, especially if it be at a door or any straight place, to give way for him to pass. 

30. In walking, the highest place in most countries seems to be on the right hand; therefore, place yourself on the left of him whom you desire to honor. But if three walk to-

gether the middest place is the most honorable; the wall is usually given to the most worthy if two walk together. 

31. If anyone far surpasses others, either in age, estate, or merit, yet would give place to a meaner than himself in his own lodging or elsewhere, the one ought not to except it. 

So he on the other part should not use much earnestness nor offer it above once or twice. 

32. To one that is your equal, or not much inferior, you are to give the chief place in your lodging, and he to whom it is offered ought at the first to refuse it, but at the second 

to accept though not without acknowledging his own unworthiness. 

33. They that are in dignity or in office have in all places precedency, but whilst they are young, they ought to respect those that are their equals in birth or other qualities, 

though they have no public charge. 

34. It is good manners to prefer them to whom we speak before ourselves, especially if they be above us, with whom in no sort we ought to begin. 

35. Let your discourse with men of business be short and comprehensive. 

36. Artificers and persons of low degree ought not to use many ceremonies to lords or others of high degree, but respect and highly honor then, and those of high degree ought 

to treat them with affability and courtesy, without arrogance. 

37. In speaking to men of quality do not lean nor look them full in the face, nor approach too near them at left. Keep a full pace from them. 

38. In visiting the sick, do not presently play the physician if you be not knowing therein. 

39. In writing or speaking, give to every person his due title according to his degree and the custom of the place. 

40. Strive not with your superior in argument, but always submit your judgment to others with modesty. 

41. Undertake not to teach your equal in the art himself professes; it savors of arrogancy. 

42. Let your ceremonies in courtesy be proper to the dignity of his place with whom you converse, for it is absurd to act the same with a clown and a prince. 

43. Do not express joy before one sick in pain, for that contrary passion will aggravate his misery. 

44. When a man does all he can, though it succeeds not well, blame not him that did it. 

45. Being to advise or reprehend any one, consider whether it ought to be in public or in private, and presently or at some other time; in what terms to do it; and in reproving 

show no signs of color but do it with all sweetness and mildness. 

46. Take all admonitions thankfully in what time or place so ever given, but afterwards not being culpable take a time and place convenient to let him know it that gave them. 

47. Mock not nor jest at anything of importance. Break no jests that are sharp, biting, and if you deliver anything witty and pleasant, abstain from laughing thereat yourself. 

48. Wherein you reprove another be unblameable yourself, for example is more prevalent than precepts. 

49. Use no reproachful language against anyone; neither curse nor revile. 

 



50. Be not hasty to believe flying reports to the disparagement of any. 

51. Wear not your clothes foul, or ripped, or dusty, but see they be brushed once every day at least and take heed that you approach not to any uncleanness. 

52. In your apparel be modest and endeavor to accommodate nature, rather than to procure admiration; keep to the fashion of your equals, such as are civil and orderly with 

respect to time and places. 

53. Run not in the streets, neither go too slowly, nor with mouth open; go not shaking of arms, nor upon the toes, kick not the earth with your feet, go not upon the toes, nor 

in a dancing fashion. 

54. Play not the peacock, looking everywhere about you, to see if you be well decked, if your shoes fit well, if your stockings sit neatly and clothes handsomely. 

55. Eat not in the streets, nor in the house, out of season. 

56. Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation; for 'tis better to be alone than in bad company. 

57. In walking up and down in a house, only with one in company if he be greater than yourself, at the first give him the right hand and stop not till he does and be not the 

first that turns, and when you do turn let it be with your face towards him; if he be a man of great quality walk not with him cheek by jowl but somewhat behind him, but yet 

in such a manner that he may easily speak to you. 

58. Let your conversation be without malice or envy, for 'tis a sign of a tractable and commendable nature, and in all causes of passion permit reason to govern. 

59. Never express anything unbecoming, nor act against the rules moral before your inferiors. 

60. Be not immodest in urging your friends to discover a secret. 

61. Utter not base and frivolous things among grave and learned men, nor very difficult questions or subjects among the ignorant, or things hard to be believed; stuff not your 

discourse with sentences among your betters nor equals. 

62. Speak not of doleful things in a time of mirth or at the table; speak not of melancholy things as death and wounds, and if others mention them, change if you can the 

discourse. Tell not your dreams, but to your intimate friend. 

63. A man ought not to value himself of his achievements or rare qualities of wit; much less of his riches, virtue or kindred. 

64. Break not a jest where none take pleasure in mirth; laugh not aloud, nor at all without occasion; deride no man's misfortune though there seem to be some cause. 

65. Speak not injurious words neither in jest nor earnest; scoff at none although they give occasion. 

66. Be not froward but friendly and courteous, the first to salute, hear and answer; and be not pensive when it's a time to converse. 

67. Detract not from others, neither be excessive in commanding. 

68. Go not thither, where you know not whether you shall be welcome or not; give not advice without being asked, and when desired do it briefly. 

69. If two contend together take not the part of either unconstrained, and be not obstinate in your own opinion. In things indifferent be of the major side. 

70. Reprehend not the imperfections of others, for that belongs to parents, masters and superiors. 

71. Gaze not on the marks or blemishes of others and ask not how they came. What you may speak in secret to your friend, deliver not before others. 

72. Speak not in an unknown tongue in company but in your own language and that as those of quality do and not as the vulgar. Sublime matters treat seriously. 

73. Think before you speak, pronounce not imperfectly, nor bring out your words too hastily, but orderly and distinctly. 

74. When another speaks, be attentive yourself and disturb not the audience. If any hesitate in his words, help him not nor prompt him without desired. Interrupt him not, nor 

answer him till his speech be ended. 

75. In the midst of discourse ask not of what one treats, but if you perceive any stop because of your coming, you may well entreat him gently to proceed. If a person of quali-

ty comes in while you're conversing, it's handsome to repeat what was said before. 

76. While you are talking, point not with your finger at him of whom you discourse, nor approach too near him to whom you talk, especially to his face. 

77. Treat with men at fit times about business and whisper not in the company of others. 

78. Make no comparisons and if any of the company be commended for any brave act of virtue, commend not another for the same. 

79. Be not apt to relate news if you know not the truth thereof. In discoursing of things, you have heard, name not your author. Always a secret discover not. 

80. Be not tedious in discourse or in reading unless you find the company pleased therewith. 

81. Be not curious to know the affairs of others, neither approach those that speak in private. 

82. Undertake not what you cannot perform but be careful to keep your promise. 

83. When you deliver a matter do it without passion and with discretion, however mean the person be you do it to. 

84. When your superiors talk to anybody hearken not, neither speak nor laugh. 

85. In company of those of higher quality than yourself, speak not 'til you are asked a question, then stand upright, put off your hat and answer in few words. 

86. In disputes, be not so desirous to overcome as not to give liberty to each one to deliver his opinion and submit to the judgment of the major part, especially if they are 

judges of the dispute. 

87. Let your carriage be such as becomes a man grave, settled and attentive to that which is spoken. Contradict not at every turn what others say. 

88. Be not tedious in discourse, make not many digressions, nor repeat often the same manner of discourse. 

89. Speak no evil of the absent, for it is unjust. 

90. Being set at meat scratch not, neither spit, cough nor blow your nose except there's a necessity for it. 

91. Make no show of taking great delight in your victuals. Feed not with greediness. Eat your bread with a knife. Lean not on the table, neither find fault with what you eat. 

92. Take no salt or cut bread with your knife greasy. 

93. Entertaining anyone at table it is decent to present him with meat. Undertake not to help others undesired by the master. 

94. If you soak bread in the sauce, let it be no more than what you put in your mouth at a time, and blow not your broth at table but stay 'til it cools of itself. 

95. Put not your meat to your mouth with your knife in your hand; neither spit forth the stones of any fruit pie upon a dish nor cast anything under the table. 

96. It's unbecoming to heap much to one's mea. Keep your fingers clean and when foul wipe them on a corner of your table napkin. 

97. Put not another bite into your mouth 'til the former be swallowed. Let not your morsels be too big for the jowls. 

98. Drink not nor talk with your mouth full; neither gaze about you while you are drinking. 

99. Drink not too leisurely nor yet too hastily. Before and after drinking wipe your lips. Breathe not then or ever with too great a noise, for it is uncivil. 

100. Cleanse not your teeth with the tablecloth, napkin, fork or knife, but if others do it, let it be done with a pick tooth. 

101. Rinse not your mouth in the presence of others. 

102. It is out of use to call upon the company often to eat. Nor need you drink to others every time you drink. 

103. In company of your betters be not longer in eating than they are. Lay not your arm but only your hand upon the table. 

104. It belongs to the chiefest in company to unfold his napkin and fall to meat first. But he ought then to begin in time and to dispatch with dexterity that the slowest may 

have time allowed him. 

105. Be not angry at table whatever happens and if you have reason to be so, show it not but on a cheerful countenance especially if there be strangers, for good humor 

makes one dish of meat a feast. 

106. Set not yourself at the upper of the table but if it be your due, or that the master of the house will have it so. Contend not, lest you should trouble the company. 

107. If others talk at table be attentive but talk not with meat in your mouth. 

108. When you speak of God or His attributes, let it be seriously and with reverence. Honor and obey your natural parents although they be poor. 

109. Let your recreations be manful not sinful. 

110. Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire called conscience.  

 



                                                                                 A. Conan Doyle 

Physician and Creator of a Legend 

 

 Sherlock Holmes is probably the most credible figure that fiction has ever produced. His name has inspired a hotel, a restaurant, a 

pub, a dozen societies, a very successful play, and an average of sixty letters a month from fans of the great detective to the Abbey 

National Building Society (whose address in Baker Street is the same as Holmes’ fictional one). 

  

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’ s immortal detective made so strong an impact on early readers that fiction over-ruled fact and the character 

assumed a cynical identity of its own. The author in some curious way became almost jealous of the adulation given to this colossus 

of his imagination. He really wanted to write serious novels, such as “The White Company”, a tale of knightly honor from the age of 

King Edward III. To understand Doyle’s true inner character, one must only read these phrases from the book: “Fearless to the 

strong; humble to the weak.” “Chivalry towards all women, of high or low degree.” “Help to the helpless, whosoever shall ask for it?” 

“And to this I pledge my knightly word.” Sounds almost like a Knight Templar, doesn’t he? 

 

 It may have been more than chance that turned Conan Doyle into the writer he became. Conditions and a natural aptitude toward 

assimilating almost microscopic detail had much to do with it. He was born in Edinburgh in 1859, educated at Stonyhurst, and then 

for a year at Feldkirch in Austria (where he learned German very quickly, edited the school paper, and used to lecture German boys 

on the glories of Britain!). He returned home to Edinburgh stimulated by Alpine air and flushed with a sense of his own powers. The 

Medical Faculty of the University of Edinburgh awarded his degree in 1881, and, after a year assisting a general practitioner in Plym-

outh, he opened his medical practice at No. 1 Bush Villas, Elm Grove, Southsea (a suburb of Portsmouth). 

 

  General practice was not a financial success, and for several years he nourished the idea of specializing in ophthalmology, eventually 

dashing off first to Berlin and then Vienna for advanced study. His return to Southsea as a qualified eye surgeon still did not result in 

the world beating a path to his door. 

  

  Perhaps because of this, and perhaps because he had been deeply impressed by the remarkable powers of observation of his former 

tutor at Edinburgh, a certain Dr. Joseph Bell, to unveil character and background in a patient by the process of deduction, he created 

the detection team of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John Watson. 

 

  Fortune came uneasily to begin with. After many rejections, “A Study in Scarlet” was published in Beeton’s Christmas Annual for 

1887. It aroused little interest, and probably the sum of £25 for the outright sale failed initially to inspire its author to any further writ-

ings based on criminal investigation. But Holmes had left the cocoon, and was soon to demand his rightful place in the hierarchy of 

detective fiction. 

  

  “The Sign of Four” (called in this country “The Sign of the Four”) was written in 

1891 at the behest of an American publication, Lippincott’s Monthly Magazine. Here 

the action is over-shadowed by past events in India, and Dr. Watson even acquires 

a wife! By now, Conan Doyle has decided to give up medicine and become a full-

time writer in Norwood. The first of the “Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” short 

stories appeared in the Strand that year. These were altogether different from any-

thing the public had encountered before …. Offering a new kind of hero, a new 

kind of setting, and not a flicker of emotional entanglement. 

  

  Despite his Catholic upbringing, Conan Doyle rejected rigid dogma in matters of 

religion. He professed belief in a universal and beneficent God who revealed him-

self to man through nature rather than through any particular denomination. He 

became a member of the Masonic fraternity in 1893 at Phoenix Lodge No. 257 in 

Portsmouth, and we are able to note several Masonic references in his works 

(called “The Canon” by loyal Holmes fans!). 

        

 



   These Masonic references were briefly mentioned in an article by Illustrious C. DeForrest Trexler, 33°, of Allentown, Pennsylvania, which ap-

peared in “The Northern Light” for August, 1991. This is the same article which successfully criticized an unfortunate motion picture (1978) entitled 

“Murder by Decree”, an attempt to explain the grisly murder of five prostitutes by “Jack the Ripper”. Why three such notable actors as James Ma-

son, Christopher Plummer and Anthony Quale agreed to star in such a farce is beyond me! But what really disturbed all true Holmesians was the 

fact that this movie pretended to be another of the “Canons”, and had our favorite detective investigating a member of the Royal Family 

(presumably the Prince of Wales’ elder son, Prince Albert Victor). Furthermore, in the movie, the royal “killer”, as a Freemason, was protected by 

other Masons at the highest level of government. We all know that Conan Doyle would never have written anything like that! 

  

  I would like to expand a bit on Brother Trexler’s Masonic references in the “Canon” by quoting directly:  

 

1. From “A study in Scarlet” — “We have it all here,” said Gregson, pointing to a litter of objects upon one of the bottom steps 

of the stairs. “A gold watch, No. 97163 by Barraud of London. Gold Albert chain, very heavy and solid. Gold ring with masonic 

device. Gold pin... Bulldog’s head, with rubies as eyes. Russian leather card-case with cards of Enoch J. Drebber of Cleveland, 

corresponding with the E. J. D. upon the linen. No purse, but loose money to the extent of seven pounds thirteen.”  

 

2. From “The Red-Headed League” - Sherlock Holmes quick eye took in my occupation and he shook his head with a smile as 

he noticed my questioning glances. “Beyond the obvious facts that he has at some time done manual labour, that he takes 

snuff, that he is a Freemason, that he has been in China, and that he has done a considerable amount of writing lately, I can 

deduce nothing else.”  

 

3. From “The Adventure of the Norwood Builder” - “Have a cigarette, Mr. McFarlane,” said Holmes, pushing his case across. “I 

am sure that with your symptoms my friend Dr. Watson here would prescribe a sedative. The weather has been so very warm 

these last few days. Now if you would feel a little more composed, I would be glad if you would sit down in that chair and tell 

us very slowly and quietly who you are and what it is you want. You mentioned your name as if I should recognize it, but I 

assure you that, beyond obvious facts that you are a bachelor, a solicitor, a Freemason, and an asthmatic, I know nothing 

whatever about you.”  

 

  It was only natural that broadcasts, films and stage performances would follow the publication of Conan Doyle’s stories. One play of 1889, simply 

called “Sherlock Holmes” written by and featuring the American actor, William Gillette, ran for years in New York, and has intermittently been re-

vived at the Aldwych Theatre in London. My wife and I attended a performance of this play, starring Basil Rathbone and Jarmila Novotna, at the 

Majestic Theatre in Boston in 1946. 

 

 Today, at the Sherlock Holmes tavern in Northumberland Street, London, all the furnishings, fittings and related miscellanies assembled for the 

1951 Festival of Britain are convincingly set out in a full-size reconstruction of the sitting-room of 221b Baker Street. A bust of Holmes, in his 

deersta1ker and cloak, presides over a realistic display of probably every single item mentioned in the stories or added by the artists who depicted 

them. Holmes’ violin and case, his curved pipe, skeleton keys, magnifying glasses, masks, and chemical apparatus (including his “Gasogene”), Wat-

son’s top hat, coat and stethoscope. Everything is there. What makes it all so meaningful is the fact that this very building was the Northumberland 

Hotel back in the 1890 ‘s, the very place where young Sir Henry Baskerville stayed before journeying on to his ancestral home where he would meet 

“the Hound”!  

 

  Between Sherlock Holmes and his author existed an indisputable similarity of character. Both were great 

criminologists; both possessed highly analytical minds, and both were fierce defenders of the innocent 

against any form of injustice. It is little wonder that confusion of identity arose. Conan Doyle, knighted by 

King Edward VII in 1902, was already endowed by nature with all the virtues of chivalry. His law was the 

code of honour, an article of faith which strengthened and sustained him as powerfully as any religion. 

Upon his death at Crowborough, Sussex, on July 7, 1930, a simple cross was erected over his grave; the 

words inscribed on the base are simply: “Steel True, Blade Straight”.  

 

Dr. Maynard H. Mires, VII0  

Past Celebrant Delaware College, S.R.I.C.F.  

May 27, 1993  

 



 



 

A portion of the money raised from the Chapter Coins will go directly to the 

Royal Arch Research Assistance fund. Check out this very cool fundraiser at 

Cornerstone Masonic Regalia and supplies.  

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set  

This is a fund raising shirt for the Royal Arch Masons Charitable 

Foundation The RAMCF.org All profits will go directly to the foun-

dation. Brother Carl Hern designed the art and will be making the 

shirts. His company ASCENDED MASTERS CLOTHING has been 

making unique Masonic items for awhile now and Brother Carl 

never ceases to amaze with how much effort goes into each prod-

uct. He does a lot for charity and always has time to help his fel-

low Brothers with a charitable project. Check out this awesome 

fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Thank you Brother Hern for all 

that you do! Available in all sizes S-5X  

https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/ 

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set
https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/
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