
 
Dear Companions 

   Companions, we have now begun the work of the 72nd triennium of Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, International. 72 is a number of 
great significance. 

 Jesus sent forth 72 disciples or Apostles. (Lk 10:1-3) 

 According to the Kabbalah, there are 72 names of God laid out in 
(Exodus 14:19-21) 

 72+72 = 144. The book of Revelation speaks of the 144,000, sealed with 
the father’s name upon their foreheads. 

 Jesus died for 72 hours (3 days), also the time Jonah was in the whale. 

 The three original languages of the Bible are of Hebrew 22 letters. Greek 
24 letters. English 26 letters. For total of 72 letters. 

 72 names of scientists are engraved in cardinal directions on the Eiffel 
Tower. Interestingly, these names are just above the arches on each side of 
the building. 

 In Astrology and Astronomy, the sun is said to be dead between December 21st – 24:th and June 21st – 
June 24th every year. These 72 hour periods called the winter and summer solstice have been celebrated 
since ancient times with many cultural and religious traditions. 

 The average human heartbeat is 72 bpm. 

 The zodiac has 12 major constellations and 72 secondary constellations. 
 
And this triennium is one of great significance. Our goal is to communicate  with companions in local 
chapters all over the world, inspiring, motivating, educating, to raise the enthusiasm and zeal for the Royal 
Craft to new heights! We’ve come a long way since 1798. With little reason to expect success, our found-
ers nevertheless applied themselves wholeheartedly 
to the task of building and expanding the Royal 
Craft. 
More than 200 years later, how can we do less? We 
have much more to build on and we will. They envi-
sioned greatly and so must we. 

Fraternally, 

Steven Tiner, 
General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons International 

Words from the General Grand East  February 2021 

 



   KING’S KOMMENTS By Teko A. Foly General Grand King 

     February 2021 

Masonic labor has been put on hold in our lodges and chapters throughout 

the world after because of the pandemic still causing health concerns every-

where. Our halls, lodge rooms and social dining tables remain dark for lack 

of in-person meetings. 

 

When we thought it was high time to take a break from this difficult period 

that has now seriously affected our ability to build up and continue to expe-

rience the wonderful in person friendship and brotherly love accolades we 

have come to enjoy on a regular basis, yet another wave is upon us.  

This time though, there may be an element of relief and anticipation for 

turning the corner. We now have a vaccine that can give us relief. With this added to all the precau-

tionary measures of social distancing, wearing a mask and so on, I think we will soon prevail and 

claim our lives back from this very uncomfortable situation that has prevailed for over a year now. 

  

With that in mind, I still hope that the leadership of our chapters and Grand Chapters have been 

working actively in getting ready to open back for business. I am optimistic on the fact that here 

soon, we will all be in a position to resume meeting in person in our chapter rooms around an altar 

and conducting the business of Royal Arch Masonry. The key here is to make sure that we have put 

a plan in place and worked the plan to be ready to get back to work. This is critical because our fu-

ture success will depend on this preparation which is crucial. From knowing what to do to get the 

temples ready, to developing a schedule to catch up on initiations and Masonic education. This is the 

challenge of now and not later. Even if going back is not imminent as quickly as in a matter of days, 

the plan still has to be done and ready to be executed. A year has passed since we have gone into 

confinement in March of 2020.  

 
My question is: Are you ready to get back to Masonic work in full force?  

 

To conclude, I send a special prayer to all that have been affected and a sincere condolence to any 

Brother or Companion who has lost a loved one to this terrible Covid-19 virus.  

 

In the meantime, please stay safe and stay blessed. 

 

 

Sincerely and Zealously,  

Teko A. FOLY 
General Grand King 



     SCRIBE’S SCRIBBLES By Chadwick Burks General Grand Scribe 

       February 2021 

Greetings Companions,  

Although you are likely reading this message in early February, I am actually com-

posing this on January 20th (our monthly deadline for this newsletter). Contrary to 

many fears, hype, and rumors, the inauguration of the 46th President of the United 

States has taken place, and thankfully, without incident. I’m not going to talk poli-

tics here; because that is not the point of this article and is not relevant. What IS 

relevant, however, is how WE behave as Royal Arch Masons.  

Ever since the election, and before, I have seen/heard an unreal amount of political 

“debate” from both sides of the aisle on television, radio, and social media. Televi-

sion and radio have legal standards against hate speech and most callers/pundits 

are “screened” before voicing their opinions, but that certainly isn’t the case with social media. For years now I’ve wit-

nessed brutal attacks from people of all walks of life either supporting his/her candidate or trashing another, usually 

while safely behind the keyboard. It was hoped that the election would put to rest some of the vitriol, but as we’ve 

seen, it has only made it worse. Now is a time for this country to come together, regardless of if your man won or lost 

because we are BETTER THAN taking pot shots at one another.  

I bring this up here because recently I have seen some shocking and horrid things said on social media BY MASONS – 

ABOUT MASONS. Sure, the blood was boiling and a lot of what was said likely wasn’t actually meant, but that excuse is 

of little worth. Some Masons posted, on social media, that the Capitol should be destroyed or burned, certain lawmak-

ers should be hung as traitors, and actually threatened other Masons with physical harm. I completely understand that 

our Country was founded by “patriots” and that the de facto motto of Freemasonry could very well be Don’t Tread On 

Me, but that does not give anyone permission to violate his Masonic oaths. I’m not a happy camper myself. Many 

things have gone on around this election that completely rub me the wrong way BUT what makes me a true Mason is 

how I express my unhappiness and frustration – through lively but civil debate and advocating government reform; 

NEVER through violence, threats of violence, or besmirching a brother in his good name.  

I believe we, as Royal Arch Masons, are held to an even higher standard. We’ve received more light than a Blue Lodge 

Mason AND we’ve taken additional oaths to preserve and protect Masonry. How can you protect Freemasonry by 

threatening to destroy civic buildings or threatening physical harm towards one of your brothers? You can’t. Even 

worse is the fact that social media is a public forum that exists forever and it is composed of primarily non-Masons.  

How does it reflect on our fraternity to see Masons behave that way? We are supposed to set the example for good-

ness, justice, and righteousness, not be the example of what not to do.  

Companions, it is a new year and should be viewed as a new beginning for not only our Country but ourselves. Let’s 

take this time to reflect inward and view our own thoughts, words, and actions through an objective lens. Can you be 

angry? Darn right you can, but what does Temperance say to do with that anger? Next time you speak or are about to 

post something online, take a minute . . . take a minute and let Prudence be your guide. ALL PEOPLE are worthy and 

deserving of kindness and compassion, especially your fellow Masonic Brothers and York Rite Companions.  

Remember this?  
If not, I encourage you to ask one of your fellow Companions for a reminder.  

You are a Royal Arch Mason and part of the oldest and proudest tradition in all of Freemasonry.  
Act like one. 

God Bless,  
Chadwick Burks 
General Grand Scribe  
Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org 



 

 

March 26th, 2021 @ 5pm MT 
                                               How It Works: 
 

You reserve your dinner by March 12th (preferably much sooner) by emailing Chad-

wick@YorkRiteVideos.org.  Dinners are $30 each or $55 per couple. 

 

Before the dinner you will receive a package via USPS with your dinner side dish, desserts, secret herb 

mix, and custom instructions.  

 

You make a quick trip to the store to pick up a couple of ingredients we didn’t ship that’s necessary for 

preparation (we pay for the ingredients) and wine (if you so choose). 

 

The day of the dinner, take a few minutes to follow the simple instructions provided with the “kit” we sent 

you . . . and VOILA’ !  A made from scratch Italian feast!  (preparation is easy) 

   

Log on to the online program via your custom ZOOM link and enjoy the fun and fellowship.  Eat your din-

ner while on the program or before or after – your choice. 

   

100% of the profit from this endeavor goes directly to RARA.   

 

The Not-So-Fine Print: 

 The dinner is open to all Masons and their wives. 

 Please make your reservations EARLY because the box preparation and shipping will be very time intensive and  we 

must make sure your dinner is delivered on time. 

 Want to donate/attend but don’t need the dinner?  Great!  Make a reservation and tell us not to ship. 

 Any questions?  Email the program’s creator, Chadwick Burks, GGS.  Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org 
 

PS – The program is not going to be the same RARA presentations you’ve seen many times.  This is about fun and fellowship.  If you 

have a talent you wouldn’t mind sharing with the rest of us, PLEASE email Chadwick and let him know.  He’s looking for singers, 

storytellers, wannabe comedians, and very short educational presentations (safe for Masonic wives), etc.  Got something short and 

sweet that is entertaining?  Donate that talent to help RARA.  Email Chadwick!   

PPS -  While this program will raise money for RARA, it was originally designed to raise money for YOUR Chapter.  So attend this 

dinner to see how it operates, and the entire program template will be made available to you to have similar events for your York 

Rite Bodies.  J  Just MORE VALUE brought to you by General Grand Chapter.   

SEE YOU ON THE 26th! 

 

1st Annual Royal Arch Research Assistance VIRTUAL Fundraising Dinner 

mailto:Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org
mailto:Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org
mailto:Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org


     On A Lighter Note 
 

Q: How many Masons does it take to screw in a lightbulb? 
A: Twelve. One to screw it in, one to read the minutes of the previous lightbulb re-
placement, and ten to sit on the sidelines and complain about the way they USED to 
screw in lightbulbs.  

 
 

A recently raised Master Mason applied for a job and knowing his 

prospective boss to be a prominent Mason, he was careful to wear 

his square and compass cuff links. When he arrived at the inter-

view he approached his interviewer in the regular manner and pro-

ceeded to shake hands (yes with THAT handshake). After an hour 

or so (with the candidate dropping numerous Masonic references) 

the prospective boss asked if he were to be offered the job, what 

sort of package he had in mind. Our candidate, now feeling very 

confident, said that he would like $120,000 and five weeks annual 

leave. His interviewer replied, "We'll halve it and you begin."  

   

 

One day an English mason, a Scottish mason, and an Irish mason 

were in the bar after the meeting. They each proceeded to buy a 

pint of Guinness. Just as they were about to enjoy their creamy 

beverage, a fly landed in each of their pints and became stuck in 

the thick head. The Englishman pushed his beer from him in dis-

gust. The Irishman fished the offending fly out of his beer and con-

tinued drinking it as if nothing had happened. The Scotsman picked 

the fly out of his drink, held it out over the beer and yelled "SPIT IT 

OUT!! SPIT IT OUT!!!!  



   Adding Pizzazz to Chapter Meetings, by Excellent Edward Tooma  

Now don't get the word pizzazz confused with pizza, although both words can be attractive in their own right. My own 

definition of pizzazz is to add some sparkle to those (sometimes) dull meetings that cause many on the sidelines to nod 

the meeting away. We certainly don't want that to happen. For starters, set up a program roster and do a little assigning 

to Companions to come up with ideas to make the meeting nights come alive. You'd be surprised at what a good program 

can do, if you put some effort into it. I've said this before, programs 

do not have to be Lodge- or Chapter-related or have anything to do 

with Masonry or its appendant bodies. But, if you can research some-

thing that is related to our Ancient Order that would open some eyes, 

why not go for it?  

When I prepare a program, I use various sources. One that I like a lot 

is Reader’s Digest. This little booklet has some amazing stories that 

can be used for an informative and entertaining talk. Your nearby 

library also has shelves of material for your research, and if you have 

access to a computer, you literally have the world in your hands to do 

wonders. When you choose a topic from any given article and put it 

together in your own form to make the presentation fit your style of 

delivery, always remember to credit the source.  

Another good avenue to explore is your local newspaper. I recently 

read an article about tire safety and found it to be very informative. 

The article covered purchasing tires, proper rotation, checking tire 

pressure, tire tread, balancing, and alignment. Now this is something 

that applies to each and every one of us. Needless to say, I packaged all the information into a 10-minute talk and titled 

it: "Our Life Depends on the Rubber That Meets the Road." This life saving talk was well-received.  

It's a good idea to plan ahead on what talks you have coming up so you can pass this information on at each meeting. It 

gives our Companions something to look forward to. Also put the same information in the Trestleboard, or send out an 

email notification a few days before each meeting letting everyone know the highlight of the evening. You may want con-

sider inviting the Mayor, Chief of Police, Fire Department Chief, or an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) to give a talk 

at your meeting. Doing this has a double incentive. You receive firsthand information about your community, and the 

guest speaker gets to see what Royal Arch Masonry is all about.  

There is another excellent source of information you should explore. Go to the Grand Chapter website: https://

virginiaroyalarch.org/. When you open the page, click on Education on the left side and you will find a variety of talks. On 

the other side of the coin, if you are extra talented, and can do a magic act, or even a tap dance routine - that'll surely 

pack the house and keep those eyes and ears on the sidelines wide open. All in all, we really need to make attending 

Chapter something to look forward to. Adding some pizzazz to the menu and serving it well can do wonders for that 

monthly night out. And, for refreshments, pizza will be just fine.  

My hope is that you enjoy reading these articles, find them helpful, and that implementing them will serve your Chapter 

well. My fellow Companions, we're all in this together, and if we're going to be "Soaring to New Heights", the theme for 

this year’s Grand High Priest, we need to be a cohesive team 

Edward (Ed) Tooma, PHP  
Shenandoah RAC No. 17  
Edinburg, VA 11/22/2018  



     DID JAH KNOW? 
February 9th On this 

date in 1909, Harry S. 
Truman received his 1st 
degree in Belton Lodge 
#450, Missouri.  

February 23rd On 

this date in 1887, Sir Ar-

thur Conan Doyle re-

ceived his 2nd degree.  

February 24th  On this 

date in 1853, the Grand 

Lodge of Minnesota was 

formed  

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please come check it out. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GGCRAMI/ 



 

 
 

 
    It must be quite a disappointment to the average man, on being raised to the sublime degree of 
Master Mason, to be told that he has not completed his work and that the secrets pertaining to the cer-
emony will not be given him, but instead a substitute word. This is unfortunate, yes, but the true word 
and secrets are given in the Royal Arch, and in that degree only. Hence, no man actually can become a 
Master Mason until he receives that supreme and holy order.  
 
    This particular method of proving a Master Mason is ancient and originated at York, in England, over 
two centuries ago and gives to us the title "Ancient York Masons," which most grand lodges throughout 
the world used until a little over a century ago, when Chapters were formed to confer the Royal Arch 
and associated degrees. It was then that the grand lodges ceased using their term and the Royal Arch 
system - on which the Cryptic and Knights Templar bodies predicate membership - became known as 
the York Rite.  
 
    There are some who would have the newly raised Master Mason believe that he can receive the se-
crets of that degree other than in the Royal Arch. This is not true, either historically or otherwise, and 
so dogmatic was the mother grand lodge - from which all speculative Freemasonry derives - that in 
1813, when the two Grand Lodges in England united, a firm and solemn landmark was adopted and 
placed in the Articles of Union to guide Masons throughout the world, forever on this matter: "Pure an-
cient Freemasonry consists of but three degrees, viz., that of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Mas-
ter Mason, including the supreme order of the Holy Royal Arch." This landmark has never been 
changed and to this good day no other degree has been officially recognized by the mother Grand 
Lodge and every rite, system, or additional degree of Freemasonry in England cannot confer its degree 
on a Master Mason until he has received the Royal Arch.. Naturally, this is as it should be, because a 
man is not a Master Mason until he receives the Master's Word and he can only receive it in the Royal 
Arch.  
 
    The second oldest Grand Lodge in the world is Scotland. As a matter of fact, the records of the oper-
ative craft in Scotland are the oldest in the world. In this jurisdiction, since "Time immemorial," ever 
Mason, on being received into the fellowship of a lodge, was required to select and record his Mark. 
From this custom developed the degree of Mark Master Mason, which completed the Fellow Craft. How-
ever, with the formation of Royal Arch Chapters in that jurisdiction, which also worked the Mark, the 
Grand Lodge entered into an agreement whereby both Chapters and Lodges could confer this ceremo-
ny on Master Masons. Therefore, in Scotland no Master Mason has completed his degree of Fellow 
Craft until he receives the Mark, and consequently, cannot receive any additional degree, rite or sys-
tem.  
 
     A perusal of the minutes of the early Grand Lodges in America 
reveals that the only way a Mason could become a member there- of 
was to be a Master or Warden of a subordinate Lodge or a Past 
Master. When a Mason was desirous of becoming a member of his 
Grand Lodge and had no actually presided as Master of a Lodge, 
he could receive the degree of Past Master and that qualified him. 
Invariably he would take the Mark and Past Master together. This 
custom was so widespread in America that when Royal Arch 
Chapters were formed, the assumed control over the Mark and 
Past Master degrees.  

What does Royal Arch Masonry Mean to you? 



 
 

     The Most Excellent Master degree is a beautiful and moving ceremony concerning itself with the 
completion of the temple at Jerusalem. It forms a fitting preview to the Royal Arch. These four de-
grees comprise Royal Arch Masonry and offer to the new Master Mason everything needed; historical-
ly, ritualistically, symbolically, to actually complete his sublime office. These degrees are not conferred 
or duplicated anywhere else in all of Freemasonry! 

 
Offering the only legally recognized and historically true completion of the Craft, Royal Arch Mason-

ry is, therefore, the logical step for ever Master Mason to take. If, after becoming a Royal Arch Mason, 
the recipient is desirous of continuing his studies, he may take the Council and the Commandery, both 
of which are illustrative of and predicated on the Royal Arch. There are also other avenues open.  

 
Royal Arch Masonry is so intensely democratic that it follows the general trend of our nation, as 

outlined by our founding fathers. Every member has the same standing and vote in his Chapter; he 
has the right to express his opinions fully on any subject. Each Chapter adopts its own by-laws, under 
which it operates. The three principal officers and all past presiding officers are members of the Grand 
Chapter of its jurisdiction and have the same voice, vote and democratic privileges. Each Grand Chap-
ter is independent and adopts its own set of laws. The three principal officers and all past presiding 
officers of Grand Chapters are members of the General Grand Chapter, with equal rights, votes, and 
privileges.  

 
There are a few Grand Chapters on the continent that do not belog to the General Grand Chapter, 

which is the largest single autonomous body of Freemasonry in the world. In time, no doubt, all will 
join this typically American, democratic institution, which frowns upon all efforts to impose undemo-
cratic methods on a Freemason. We cannot teach freedom and practice authoritarian methods; we 
cannot praise democracy and create hiararchies; if Freemasonry is to remain free we must follow the 
truly democratic way of life as is best demonstrated by Royal Arch Masonry. 

 
Reprinted from the June 1950 issue of the Royal Arch Mason Magazine  



 

 

   Fielding questions about the Rite? 
 
 

 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONRY IS  
 

Founded in 1797, in Boston, Massachusetts, as a national organization, the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, 
International now has jurisdiction over half the 7,000 Chapters in the world, including several provinces in Canada, the 

Grand Chapters of USA, Philippines, Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, and many chapters in Central and South America. 
Upon your exaltation as a Royal Arch Mason you will become a member of the oldest and largest rite of Royal Arch Ma-

sonry.  

 
    WHO ROYAL ARCH MASONS ARE  

 
One of the most fascinating aspects of Royal Arch Masonry has always been how so many men, from so many different 

walks of life, can meet together in peace, never have any political or religious debates, always conduct their affairs in 

harmony and friendship, and call each other brother. No Rite of Freemasonry covers the world so much as does Royal 
Arch Masonry. In every country of the earth, on every continent and on many isles of the sea, Will be found Royal Arch 

Chapters, eager and willing to receive their companions from other parts of the world into that full fellowship that char-
acterizes Royal Arch Masonry.  

 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONS BELIEVE IN  
 

All Royal Arch Masons believe in one God and in respect for each other.  
 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONS DO  
 

Royal Arch Masonry contains some simple, plain statements of Truth, easily understandable and helpful in our relation to 

life. Lodge symbolism deals with lessons of the material side of life. The Chapter degrees, and particularly the Royal 
Arch, deal with the spiritual side of life. Upon your exaltation as a Royal Arch Mason you will become a member of the 

oldest and largest rite of Freemasonry. QUALIFICATIONS Royal Arch Masonry is the logical step for every Master Mason 
to take. If after becoming a Royal Arch Mason, you desire to continue your studies, you may take the Council Degrees 

and the Commandery Orders, both of which are illustrative of and carry forward the principles of the Royal Arch. Any 

Royal Arch Macon will eagerly propose your name as a candidate for the advancement in the mysteries of Freemasonry.  
 

    THOSE WHO SEEK MEMBERSHIP  
 

Anyone seeking Membership in the Royal Arch must sign a Petition, stating his age, occupation and place of residence. 
Members of the Chapter vote by ballot. To be accepted, the ballot must be unanimous.  

 

    THE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER  
 

What has attracted so many Brethren to seek further light in Royal Arch Mason-
ry?? The Royal Arch Degrees was considered most important in the early years of 

Freemasonry and so dogmatic was the Mother Grand Lodge - from which all 

Speculative Masonry derives - that in 1813, when the two grand lodges in Eng-
land united, a firm and solemn landmark was adopted and placed in the Articles 

of Union to guide Masons throughout the world forever on this matter: “Pure An-
cient Freemasonry consists of but three degrees, that of Entered Apprentice, Fel-

lowcraft, and Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal 

Arch.” The Chapter of Royal Arch Masonry consists of four degrees, Mark Master, 
Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason. 



 

    THE MARK MASTER DEGREE  

The Mark Master Degree is believed to have originated as a ceremony of registering a craftsman’s mark in those years 

distinguished by operative craft masons and their temple building. It was later developed into a full-fledged degree by the 

Masonic fraternity as we know it today, some scholars say it was the earliest degree and may predate all others by many 

years. It is highly regarded by students in all Masonry, teaching lessons that have proven of value in all walks of life. 

Some Grand Lodges place so high an eminence on the Mark Master Degree, that they confine it to the jurisdiction of a 

separate grand body, the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters.  

    THE PAST MASTERS DEGREE  

The Past Master Degree came into being because originally the degree of Royal Arch was conferred by the Symbolic 

(Blue) Lodge only on actual Past Masters. This degree was instituted to make it possible for all worthy Brethren to receive 

the Royal Arch degree. The first record of its conferral is found in 1768 in England.  

    THE MOST EXCELLENT MASTER DEGREE  

The Most Excellent Master Degree is a product of American innovation. It was conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter as early 

as 1783 in Middletown, Conn. It is by far the most spectacular degree in all Freemasonry. It is the only degree that brings 

forcibly to our attention the completion and dedication of King Solomon’s Temple.  

    THE ROYAL ARCH DEGREE  

The Royal Arch Degree is the climax of Ancient Craft Masonry and Masonic Symbolism. It is described as “the root and 

marrow of Freemasonry.” It is the complete story of Jewish History during some of its darkest hours. Jerusalem and the 

Holy temple are destroyed, the people are being held captive as slaves in Babylon. Here you will join with some slaves as 

they are set free to return home and engage in the noble and glorious work of rebuilding the city and the Temple of God. 

It is during this rebuilding that they make a discovery that brings to light the greatest treasure of a Mason—the long lost 

Master’s Word. Many historians have traced the earliest origins of the Royal Arch Degree to Ireland, late in the 17th cen-

tury and in England in 1738, In 1752, ambulatory or military warrants for Lodges were introduced. This was instrumental 

in placing the Royal Arch Degree on a par with the Master Mason Degree. Military lodges were greatly responsible for 

planting Freemasonry in the Colonies and also gave birth to the use of the Marl and Royal Arch degrees in the “New 

World.” Lodge records show that the Royal Arch Degree was conferred at Fredericksburg No. 4 on December 12, 1753. 

George Washington was raised in this lodge a few months prior to this date. The value of Royal Arch Masonry will be ap-

preciated by all who are exalted to that most sublime degree, particularly by those who are seeking to complete their Ma-

sonic education. It reveals the full light of Ancient Craft Masonry, presents it as a complete system in accordance with the 

original plan and justly entitles you to claim the noble name of Master Mason. 



Today and Yesterday: 
 
“The evil consequences of schisms and disputes for power in Masonry, and of jealousies and dissen-
sions between Masonic Rites are not in the best interest to increase union and harmony among Ma-
sons nor to persuade society at large that it is our well-being and that the prosperity of our Fraternity 
of Freemasonry is to prevail.  As Masons, we believe that the highest interests of society and of the 
community in which we live , and, perhaps, even interests wider and more general still, those of the 
nation, and of humanity at large, are affected and injured in that which affects and does harm to all 
organizations.” 
 
“It is indeed true that the world at large, the statesman and the men of business, are not in the habit 
of attaching much importance to the peaceful operations, the active efforts and silent influences of 
our gentle craft.  Is society really interested in the peace and progress of our fraternity?  Have we 
made a difference to be reckoned with or acknowledged by others?” 
 
“The well-being of every nation, like that of every individual, is threefold, - physical, moral, and intel-
lectual. Neither physically, morally, nor intellectually is a people ever stationary.  Always, it either ad-
vances or regresses;  and, as when one climbs a hill of ice, to advance demands continual effort and 
physical exertion is required, while to slide downward one needs but to halt.  The happiness and 
prosperity of a people consist in advancing on each of three lines, the physical, moral and intellectual 
at once; for the day of downfall draws nearer, even when its intellect is more developed and the 
works of its genius are more illustrious, and while its physical comforts increase, if its moral progress 
does not keep pace with its physical and intellectual; and yet without the last, the first two do not 
mark the loftiest condition of a great people.”   
 
The observations above were made in 1859.  That was 
yesterday.  Does it still ring true today?  The year of 
2020 will not be forgotten in the near future for numer-
ous reasons.  At the same time, change is upon us.  It 
always has been, but, perhaps now more urgently than 
believed in the past and the overall consequences ap-
pear to be so much more dire now than perhaps then.  
The current long-term impact of the past year upon in-
dividuals, society, the nation and the world are un-
known.  How do we survive as a fraternity? Our current 
way of life is changed and with it the opportunity to ad-
vance and progress by learning together, working to-
gether and growing together, advancing each day one 
step at a time, building that inner temple, that house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Oppor-
tunity is at hand, however.  May each of us be moved to 
these goals by emphasizing the areas of physical, the 
moral and the intellectual based upon our spiritual rela-
tionship with the Supreme Grand High Priest of Heaven 
and Earth. 
 
May fervency and zeal prevail.   



 



 

A portion of the money raised from the Chapter Coins will go directly to the 

Royal Arch Research Assistance fund. Check out this very cool fundraiser at 

Cornerstone Masonic Regalia and supplies.  

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set  

This is a fund raising shirt for the Royal Arch Masons Charitable 

Foundation The RAMCF.org All profits will go directly to the foun-

dation. Brother Carl Hern designed the art and will be making the 

shirts. His company ASCENDED MASTERS CLOTHING has been 

making unique Masonic items for awhile now and Brother Carl 

never ceases to amaze with how much effort goes into each prod-

uct. He does a lot for charity and always has time to help his fel-

low Brothers with a charitable project. Check out this awesome 

fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Thank you Brother Hern for all 

that you do! Available in all sizes S-5X  

https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/ 

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set
https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/


Certificate Yes or No ______________   It is understood that not everyone wishes to receive a  

Diamond Pin Yes or No _____________   certificate, or even a Keystone or Diamond Pin. This saves us  

Red Certificate—Donation of $25.00 or more  money for certificates and mailing. However, if you do desire to  

Silver Certificate—Donation of $50.00 or more  receive one, please let us know as we are happy to obliged.  

Gold Certificate—Donation of $100.00 or more  !!!!! If not indicated, no certificate or Pin will be sent!!!!!  

100% Certificate—requires at least $1.00 per member  

RARA Keystone Pin—Donation of $300.00  

RARA Diamond Pin—Donation of $500.00 for each diamond  

If you already have a Diamond Pin, you must return it to the General Grand Secretary’s Office to have a diamond added !!  

                      To ensure proper credit, please fill out all areas and either type or PRINT NEATLY  

Mail completed form to Royal Arch Research Assistance, c/o J. William Riggs, P.O. Box 1040 Bardstown, KY 40004-1040  

City      State    Zip 

Street Address 

Secretary / Donors Names 

Number of Chapter Members 

Amount of Donation 

Chapter Name 

Special Instructions, if any 

Chapter# Location—City & State 

       ROYAL ARCH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE CONTRIBUTION FORM 



 

                           Royal Arch Mason Magazine 

INTERNET SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
        USE THIS FORM FOR  

        Regular Subscription 
        Life Subscriptions 

        Renewals 
 SUBSCRIPTION RATES SUBSCRIPTION TERM  
1 YEAR ............................$ 10.00 
3 YEARS...........................$ 25.00  
5 YEARS...........................$ 40.00  
LIFE ..................................$ 150.00  
PLEASE PRINT: NAME: _________________________________ 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ 
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ______________________________________  
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________  
AMOUNT PAID: $ ___________ (_____) NEW (_____)  
RENEWEL MAIL TO: Royal Arch Mason, P.O. Box 205, Maxwell, IN 46154  
THE ROYAL ARCH MASON has no paid solicitors 

                            GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS INTERNATIONAL  

                                                  2020 - 2024 VISION STATEMENT  
-To uphold and support the Mission Statement of the General Grand Chapter. 
-To take all reasonable steps to secure membership of those Grand Chapters in North America which are not currently members of 
General Grand Chapter. 
-To retain all existing members, helping them become true and zealous disciples of Royal Arch Masonry and not mere wearers of 
emblems.  
-To respond to requests and to encourage development of the American Royal Arch system in foreign lands especially Eastern Eu-
rope, Latin America and Africa. 
-To maximize our communication efforts through enhanced development of the Royal Arch magazine into the internet world and to 
maintain an electronic newsletter which serves as a method of instruction to supplement the ceremonies and lectures of the de-
grees.  
-To live and work together in a devoted team spirit ith the aim of promoting better education among Royal Arch Masons.  
-To be the most useful and effective unit in the entire Fraternity in promoting the progress of Royal Arch Masonry among our mem-
ber Grand Chapters through Regional Deputies and Ambassadors with duties and responsibilities to and from the General Grand 
Chapter to be  visible as a support and a link. 

                                  General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International  

                                               2020 - 2024 MISSION STATEMENT  
The Mission Statement of General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons International, with a heritage of over 200 years, is to offer 
services and support to its Subordinate and Grand Chapters throughout the world in fulfilling the goals of Capitular Masonry by: 
 

-providing a source of, and administration for, the rituals of the four degrees of the American Royal Arch system. 
-Assisting in the creation and chartering of new Subordinate and Grand Chapters throughout the world while maintaining our tradi-
tional standards. 
-Being the primary source for developmental information concerning the formation of a Royal Arch Masons Chapter or Grand Chap-
ter. 
-Providing a means of communication, liaison and interaction for our member Chapters and Grand Chapters worldwide. 
-Supporting and encouraging York Rite unity around the world in harmony with regular Grand Lodges, the General Grand Council 
and Grand Encampment. 
-Recognizing achievement and service. 
-Helping member Chapters and Grand Chapters to fulfill the obligation of all Royal Arch Masons to spread further light in Masonry. 
-Promoting the progress of the Royal Craft, disseminating true Masonic knowledge, inspiring interest, and encouraging Blue Lodge 
Masons to pursue their search for Light and Truth to its logical conclusion through the degrees of Capitular Masonry  
-Organizing a Triennial Convocation for all member Chapters and Grand Chapters to express their concerns, offer programs, legis-
late and elect officers for the next three years. 
-Representing Royal Arch Masonry to the world in its highest tradition and heritage. 
 



 
Published monthly by:  

The General Grand Chapter of  

Royal Arch Masons International 

Larry Gray, PGHP, General Grand Secretary  

P.O. Box 128  

Greenfield, Indiana 46140-0128  

Phone: 317-467-3600 

FAX: 317-467-3899 

Email: ramintl@sbcglobal.net  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Articles  
 
Send articles in electronic format to the Editor at 
parallaax@comcast.net . We reserve the right to de-
termine suitability for publication, to exclude con-
tent at the discretion of the Editor, and to perform 
reasonable edits to any article submitted to better 
suit the purposes of the General Grand Chapter. 
 
DEADLINE 25th of each Month for submissions 

Photographs  
 

We will publish submitted photographs as 
deemed appropriate by the Editor. We reserve 
the right to crop and/or digitally enhance such 
photographs as we deem necessary. Digital im-
ages (JPEG) are preferred. Submitted print pho-
tographs may be published, if in the sole opin-
ion of the Editor, the scanned image is of suita-
ble quality. Submitted photos will be credited to 
the submitter. If taken by someone else, please 
provide proper credit. Also, PLEASE identify 
the individuals and event in the photos. 

Mailing List  
 

We do not sell, rent or otherwise disclose our 
mailing list to any third party.  

Disclaimer  
 

Published articles and letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or policies of the General  
Grand Chapter International, or the Editor. 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
what we publish, and that we have rights to the 
material we use. Please notify the Editor if you 
have concerns about accuracy or copyright is-
sues. 

mailto:parallaax@comcast.net

