
 
Dear Companions 

I’m thinking of Manitoba, today. Last month marked the 78th anniversary of Mani-
toba voting to affiliate with the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, Inter-
national. It was at their annual convocation held in Winnipeg in 1943. What I’m 
particularly thinking about is the report of their committee, which was so well 
worded: 
  
“Your committee is cognizant of the universality of Freemasonry of the fact that 
practically every grand chapter in North America is affiliated with the General 
Grand Chapter except Canadian Grand Chapters, and of the further fact that the 
cooperation afforded by a benevolent jurisdiction such as that of General Grand 
Chapter should be highly desirable in times like these when the effect is to bring 
Canadians closer to the great Republic to the South, united as we already are in 
the bonds of mutual defense. 
Your committee therefore recommends that this Grand Chapter accept the invita-
tion of the General Grand Chapter to become a member of that body.” (Emphasis is mine) 
  
Manitoba, that day, assumed its place in the council halls of Royal Arch Masonry, under the banner of the General 
Grand Chapter where she has been heartily welcomed as a coworker in the advancement of Royal Arch Masonry. 
  
We really are better, together. General Grand Chapter unites us all, allowing a greater cooperation and finer exem-
plification of the principles of Brotherhood between nations. We are one in ideals and one in brotherhood. 
  
While our world continues to practice social distancing, your chapter may not be meeting in person. What can you 

do? I hope you have already utilized zoom to stay connected in a way that you can still see each other even if you 

can’t yet grasp hands in the fraternal fashion. Call and check on your fellow companions. Use this time to spruce 

up your props for degrees. Do they need fresh 

paint? Do costumes need mending and repair-

ing? Do what you can while you can until the 

day we can once again do what we want when 

we want. 

   Fraternally, 

Steven Tiner, 
General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons International 

Words from the General Grand East  March 2021 

 



     SCRIBE’S SCRIBBLES By Chadwick Burks General Grand Scribe 

       March 2021 

Greetings Companions,  

   It warms my heart to see that we are finally starting to see some COVID 
relief.  As vaccines are being distributed, case numbers are going down, 
and slowly, ever so slowly, we are starting to see IN PERSON York Rite 
events resume is some areas.  YEAH!  So those of you that are still banned 
from in person events . . . keep the faith!  In person fellowship is right 
around the corner. 
   Just because we can’t have in person fellowship doesn’t mean we can’t 
have fellowship.  Most of the Companions reading this newsletter (with the 
exception of SC) have likely been on a Masonic Zoom meeting at one point 
or other over the past year.  While in person is much preferred, we, as Masons, have a history of adapting 
and overcoming; using Zoom to stay in touch has proven to be a beneficial adaption.  As great as Zoom has 
been, there have been a few casualties as a result of the in-person ban – primarily, degree work and fund-
raising.  Basically ALL Masonic charities have suffered from the cancelation of annual fundraising events, 
especially RARA.  So, in the spirit of Masonic fellowship and charitable giving, how about we all get together 
online on March 26th? 
   The General Grand Chapter will be hosting an amazing fundraising event that is the first of its kind; a VIR-
TUAL fundraising dinner to benefit RARA.  Tickets for this event are a donation of only $30 per person or 
$55 per couple.  Masonic wives and/or Masonic prospects are welcome.  
   This will be a dinner unlike any you’ve ever attended; more like dinner theatre than fundraiser.  There will 
be brief Masonic education segments, storytelling, and even comedy!  It WILL NOT be constant hounding 
for donations.  We realize that most of you are familiar with RARA already.  We will briefly highlight RARA 
and then proceed to lighthearted education and fun.   
   What about food, you ask?  Each ticket includes a delicious Italian dinner delivered to your door.  Every-
thing you need for the meal is sent to you via USPS.  You make a quick trip to the store to pick up 2 ingredi-
ents (which we pay for), follow the simple directions, and an amazing meal is yours.  Eat during the online 
program or at a different time – your choice.  You also have the option of purchasing tickets and NOT re-
ceiving a dinner (that just gives more money to the charity). 
   PLEASE plan on attending on the 26th of March at 5pm MT and PLEASE tell all the Companions you know 
about this great evening.  RARA is a charity that is so important to us as Royal Arch Masons and this is our 
chance to support it in a time of need.  Email me at Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org to make your reserva-
tion.  Your reservation must be received by March 10th to ensure on time shipping.  Thanks so much Com-
panions and feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 

God Bless,  
Chadwick Burks 
General Grand Scribe  
Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org 

mailto:Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org


 

 

March 26th, 2021 @ 5pm MT 
                                               How It Works: 
 

You reserve your dinner by March 12th (preferably much sooner) by emailing Chad-

wick@YorkRiteVideos.org.  Dinners are $30 each or $55 per couple. 

 

Before the dinner you will receive a package via USPS with your dinner side dish, desserts, secret herb 

mix, and custom instructions.  

 

You make a quick trip to the store to pick up a couple of ingredients we didn’t ship that’s necessary for 

preparation (we pay for the ingredients) and wine (if you so choose). 

 

The day of the dinner, take a few minutes to follow the simple instructions provided with the “kit” we sent 

you . . . and VOILA’ !  A made from scratch Italian feast!  (preparation is easy) 

   

Log on to the online program via your custom ZOOM link and enjoy the fun and fellowship.  Eat your din-

ner while on the program or before or after – your choice. 

   

100% of the profit from this endeavor goes directly to RARA.   

 

The Not-So-Fine Print: 

 The dinner is open to all Masons and their wives. 

 Please make your reservations EARLY because the box preparation and shipping will be very time intensive and  we 

must make sure your dinner is delivered on time. 

 Want to donate/attend but don’t need the dinner?  Great!  Make a reservation and tell us not to ship. 

 Any questions?  Email the program’s creator, Chadwick Burks, GGS.  Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org 
 

PS – The program is not going to be the same RARA presentations you’ve seen many times.  This is about fun and fellowship.  If you 

have a talent you wouldn’t mind sharing with the rest of us, PLEASE email Chadwick and let him know.  He’s looking for singers, 

storytellers, wannabe comedians, and very short educational presentations (safe for Masonic wives), etc.  Got something short and 

sweet that is entertaining?  Donate that talent to help RARA.  Email Chadwick!   

PPS -  While this program will raise money for RARA, it was originally designed to raise money for YOUR Chapter.  So attend this 

dinner to see how it operates, and the entire program template will be made available to you to have similar events for your York 

Rite Bodies.  J  Just MORE VALUE brought to you by General Grand Chapter.   

SEE YOU ON THE 26th! 

 

1st Annual Royal Arch Research Assistance VIRTUAL Fundraising Dinner 

mailto:Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org
mailto:Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org
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     On A Lighter Note 
 

The freemasons have created a new drink that contains a 
high amount of metal 
They call it 'Alumina-tea' 
 

A Doctor and a Plumber are in the same Lodge. On 
Sunday morning the Doctor wakes up to find that his 
toilet is blocked, so he rings the Plumber. 
 "But I don't work on Sunday's! Can't it wait until to-
morrow." The Doctor says. "I don't like working Sun-
days either, but, if YOU were in trouble, and felt un-
well Brother, I wouln't hesitate to come round and 
see you." 
 "OK." says the Plumber and goes round to see the 
Doctor. Goes upstairs and looks at the toilet, takes 
two aspirins from his pocket and throws them down 
the bowl. "There" he says "If it's no better in the 
morning, give me a ring, and I will call round." 
    

Two fraternity brothers decided to go sailing one afternoon and 
became lost. After twenty hours with nothing to eat or drink, one 
of them spots a lamp floating by. He picks it up and a genie pops 
out. The genie notices the poor condition of the brothers and 
grants them one wish between the two of them. 
After a lot of arguing over who gets the wish, one of them blurts 
out, "I wish the ocean was made of beer." 
Magically, the ocean turns to beer. 
Infuriated, the other guy yells, "You idiot! Now we have to pee in 
the boat!" 



  
 
 
 

It is not ornamental, the cost is not so great, 
There are other things far more useful, yet truly here I do state: 
Though of all my possessions, there’s none which can compare, 
With that white leathern apron, which all Freemasons wear. 
As a lad I wondered just what it all meant, 
When Dad hustled around, and so much time was spent, 
On shaving and dressing and looking just right, 
Until Mother would say: “There’s a Lodge meeting tonight.” 
And some winter nights she said: “What makes you go 
Way up there tonight through the sleet and the snow? 
You see the same things every month of the year.” 
Then Dad would reply: “Yes, I know, my Dear.” 
“Forty years I have seen the same things, it is true. 
And, though they are old, they always seem so new. 
For the hands that I clasp, and the friends that I greet, 
Seem a little bit closer each and every time we meet.” 
Years later I stood at that very same door, 
With good men and true who had entered before. 
I knelt at the altar, and there I was taught 
That Virtue and Honor can never be bought. 
That the spotless white lambskin that all Freemasons revere, 
If worthily worn grows more precious each year. 
That Service to others brings blessings untold; 
That without it man may be poor even when surrounded by gold. 
I learned that True Brotherhood flourishes there, 
That enmities fade beneath the Compass and Square, 
That wealth and position are all thrust aside, 
As there on the Level Brethren meet and peace-
fully abide. 
So Honor the lambskin, may it always remain 
Forever unblemished, and free from all stain. 
And when we are called to the Great Father’s 
love, 
May we all take our place in the Celestial Lodge 
up above.  
 

The Lambskin Apron 



     DID JAH KNOW? 
March 6th On this date in 1775, 

several black men, including one named 
Prince Hall, were initiated into Freema-
sonry in Boston. This marked the begin-
ning of what became a huge movement 
or organization in the United States 
known as Prince Hall Masonry, composed 
mainly of African Americans.  

March 23rd On this 

date in 1887, Sir Ar-

thur Conan Doyle re-

ceived his 3rd degree.  

March 25th On this date 

in 1902, Sir Winston Churchill 

received his 3rd degree in 

Studholme Lodge #1591, 

London  

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please come check it out. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GGCRAMI/ 



 

 Companions,   

It has been over a year since there has been any resemblance of order on God’s Green Earth. This Corona Virus has slowed 

us all down to almost a complete stop. It has affected our families, jobs, society, and Freemasonry. However, here at your 

education committee we are continuing to strive to bring you new and exciting tidbits of information to help ease your pain 

during these times of trial and tribulation.   

This month is Irish American Heritage Month here in the United States. Irish American Heritage Month was first celebrated 

in March 1991, to coincide with Saint Patrick's Day, which falls on March 17. Saint Patrick's Day is a Roman Catholic religious 

holiday that honors the Saint who introduced Christianity to Ireland in the early fifth century. It has developed in the United 

States into a celebration of all things Irish. With a large Irish populations, Boston and New York City have both claimed to 

have the world's first Saint Patrick's Day parade.   

In 1948, President Harry S. Truman, of Scottish descent, attended the New York City’s Saint Patrick's Day parade and gave 

a speech to all of the attendees. This was a proud moment for many of the Irish American’s whose ancestors had to fight 

stereotypes and prejudice in order to find acceptance within the United States. In 1960, President John F. Kennedy was 

elected as the first Irish American Catholic President; in 1961 he was in New York City to view their Saint Patrick's Day Pa-

rade.  

Each year in March, the Irish Taoiseach, (Ireland’s Prime Minister) visits the United States for Saint Patrick's Day. A Sham-

rock Ceremony takes place in the morning at the White House where a crystal bowl containing a shamrock, a traditional 

symbol of Ireland, is presented to the President in the Oval Office. This is followed by a Friends of Ireland luncheon hosted 

by the Speaker of the House in the United States Capitol or the Rayburn House Office Building. The luncheon is an event 

attended by the President, Vice President, the Taoiseach, the Speaker, and other officials. In the evening, a Saint Patrick's 

Day Reception takes place at the White House.   

As mentioned above, this is Irish American Month, thus we are recommend reading material from Irish Freemasons, in place 

of a book recommendation. This information is free to the reader at:  http://www.irishmasonichistory.com/masonic-

literature.html. This webpage contains various books, papers and articles which, on the whole, are with reference to Irish 

Freemasonry. The books, papers and articles appear both as pages of the Website and in a .pdf format. As some of the files 

are quite large they may take some time to download depending on the speed of your broadband.  

Finally, as we continue our quest into Freemasonry, we are examining another branch of our Masonic Family, that of the 

Knights of the Knights of York Cross of Honour or the KYCH. The KYCH is an honorary branch of the York Rite of Freema-

sonry and honors those that have com-

pleted the stations of Worshipful Master, 

High Priest, Illustrious Master, and Com-

mander of a Commandery of Knights 

Templar. In this paper selection we pre-

sent the history and account of this Or-

der. Well, we hope that you enjoy this 

month’s submissions, and as always, we 

hope to see you on down the trail.  

Fraternally Submitted,   

Companion Larry Wilson 

 

https://moyorkrite.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1a654b6c88304f50f8fa36e8d&id=130e347bff&e=1c7bd56bfc
https://moyorkrite.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1a654b6c88304f50f8fa36e8d&id=130e347bff&e=1c7bd56bfc


 
 
      



 

 

   Fielding questions about the Rite? 
 
 

 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONRY IS  
 

Founded in 1797, in Boston, Massachusetts, as a national organization, the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, 
International now has jurisdiction over half the 7,000 Chapters in the world, including several provinces in Canada, the 

Grand Chapters of USA, Philippines, Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, and many chapters in Central and South America. 
Upon your exaltation as a Royal Arch Mason you will become a member of the oldest and largest rite of Royal Arch Ma-

sonry.  

 
    WHO ROYAL ARCH MASONS ARE  

 
One of the most fascinating aspects of Royal Arch Masonry has always been how so many men, from so many different 

walks of life, can meet together in peace, never have any political or religious debates, always conduct their affairs in 

harmony and friendship, and call each other brother. No Rite of Freemasonry covers the world so much as does Royal 
Arch Masonry. In every country of the earth, on every continent and on many isles of the sea, Will be found Royal Arch 

Chapters, eager and willing to receive their companions from other parts of the world into that full fellowship that char-
acterizes Royal Arch Masonry.  

 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONS BELIEVE IN  
 

All Royal Arch Masons believe in one God and in respect for each other.  
 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONS DO  
 

Royal Arch Masonry contains some simple, plain statements of Truth, easily understandable and helpful in our relation to 

life. Lodge symbolism deals with lessons of the material side of life. The Chapter degrees, and particularly the Royal 
Arch, deal with the spiritual side of life. Upon your exaltation as a Royal Arch Mason you will become a member of the 

oldest and largest rite of Freemasonry. QUALIFICATIONS Royal Arch Masonry is the logical step for every Master Mason 
to take. If after becoming a Royal Arch Mason, you desire to continue your studies, you may take the Council Degrees 

and the Commandery Orders, both of which are illustrative of and carry forward the principles of the Royal Arch. Any 

Royal Arch Macon will eagerly propose your name as a candidate for the advancement in the mysteries of Freemasonry.  
 

    THOSE WHO SEEK MEMBERSHIP  
 

Anyone seeking Membership in the Royal Arch must sign a Petition, stating his age, occupation and place of residence. 
Members of the Chapter vote by ballot. To be accepted, the ballot must be unanimous.  

 

    THE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER  
 

What has attracted so many Brethren to seek further light in Royal Arch Mason-
ry?? The Royal Arch Degrees was considered most important in the early years of 

Freemasonry and so dogmatic was the Mother Grand Lodge - from which all 

Speculative Masonry derives - that in 1813, when the two grand lodges in Eng-
land united, a firm and solemn landmark was adopted and placed in the Articles 

of Union to guide Masons throughout the world forever on this matter: “Pure An-
cient Freemasonry consists of but three degrees, that of Entered Apprentice, Fel-

lowcraft, and Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal 

Arch.” The Chapter of Royal Arch Masonry consists of four degrees, Mark Master, 
Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason. 



Gutzon Borglum (1867 – 1941)  
 

    John Gutzon de la Mothe Borglum (pronounced gŭt'sun de l'u mät bôr'glum) was born on March 25, 1867; although, 
he may have subtracted several years from his age at various times, which often causes confusion about his actual birth 

year. He was an active Freemason, though I am not always certain we would at all times want to admit that fact. He was 

raised in Howard Lodge No. 35 in New York City on June 10, 1904 and served as its Worshipful Master in 1910 and 1911. 
Howard Lodge No. 35 still owns the gavel he used. The form of the gavel was a bronze lion’s paw holding a stone from 

Solomon’s Temple. In 1915, he was appointed the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Denmark near the Grand 
Lodge of New York. He was also a Scottish Rite Mason receiving those degrees in the New York Consistory on October 25, 

1907; however, he was suspended from the Scottish Rite in 1921. 

   Gutzon Borglum was a famous artist, and his most famous work was Mount Rushmore. He did provide some of his tal-
ent as service to the craft. One such piece is the Bust of Edward M. L. Ehlers, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of New 

York, which currently resides in the Grand Lodge Library. Another piece is his memorial “Silence” which is located in the 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Memorial Hospital at the Masonic Home in Utica, New York. The cornerstone of his studio in Stam-

ford, Connecticut was laid with Masonic ceremonies by the Grand Master of New York under special dispensation from the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut.  

   He was born in St. Charles (near Bear Lake), Idaho (then a territory) to one of the wives of a Danish Mormon bigamist. 

His father later switched to monogamy and left Gutzon’s mother in favor of his other wife, her sister. He was educated in 
the public schools of Nebraska, but studied art in California and France. In California, he studied at the San Francisco Art 

Academy. He received a Master of Arts from Princeton University and an L.L.D. from Oglethorpe University. He studied, 
painted and traveled in Europe, particularly in France, Spain and England, until he finally settled in New York in 1901. 

While in California, he met Lisa Jaynes Putnam, a painter who became his teacher, mentor and eventually, in 1889, his 

wife. During this time, he painted a portrait of General John C. Fremont. He developed many influential and important 
contacts through the General and Mrs. Fremont, who continued her sponsorship even after the General’s death. When the 

Borglums traveled to Paris to study, he came in contact with and in admiration of the great French sculptor Auguste Ro-
din, which may be one reason that Borglum turned to sculpting rather than painting. It is also speculated that he became 

competitive with his brother Solon Hannibal Borglum (a successful sculptor noted especially for his portrayal of horses, 

cattle, Native Americans, and cowboys) which was another reason that he gave up painting in favor of sculpting. While in 
Paris, he studied at both the prestigious Academie Julien and the Ecole des Beaux Arts.  

   During this period of his life, he was commissioned to complete a few sculptures and while his talent started to blos-
som, his marriage began to die. In 1901, he returned to the United States alone and upon the steamship found his future 

second wife, Mary Montgomery. After his divorce to Lisa Putnam was final, he married Mary Montgomery and they bought 
a house and farm in Connecticut, which they called Borgland. They had two children, Lincoln and Mary 3 Ellis. It is said 

that their hospitality was legendary and Borgland saw a steady stream of dignitaries, young artists, writers and perform-

ers.  
   In the United States, he completed several major works in America including a bust of Lincoln. Through his association 

with the Fremonts, he had developed a contact with President Theodore Roosevelt who allowed him to exhibit the work in 
the White House. The Lincoln bust earned Borglum national recognition. In addition, while many artists searched for the 

true features of Lincoln, Borglum’s colossal bust of Lincoln became the accepted features of the famed President. The 

statue of Lincoln that stands in the rotunda of the Capitol building in Washington, DC was his first commission upon his 
return to New York. Borglum had difficulty in finding buyers for his more creative works, and he quickly realized that he 

could make a better living working on pub-
lic monuments. This arena of art was be-

ginning to flourish due to a resurgence in 
civic and nationalist pride.  

   However, a few of his critics believe 

Gutzon was not a real artist, but rather a 
“master money squanderer.” It is true that 

he was constantly in debt and often did not 
pay off his notes. One critic focused on his 

fund raising activities and said, “He was a 

lionizer; he was a womanizer. They say he 
could raise $25,000 from a Ladies’ Club 

faster than you could say “gimme kiss.” 
There is often a thin line between having 

good contacts and exploiting contacts for 

one’s own good. It is not always apparent 



   Borglum was then invited by Helen Plane of the United Daughters of the Confederacy to carve a 70-foot bust of Robert 

E. Lee on the steep side of Stone Mountain in Georgia. This was Borglum’s first “mountain carving project” and, although 
his vision was much larger than planned by the UDC, he did develop some of the techniques that he would use in his later 

work on Rushmore. He told Mrs. Plane that placing a 70-foot carving of Lee on the side of the largest granite outcropping 
in the world would be like placing a postage stamp on the side of a barn. Instead he envisioned a large Southern army 

following Lee, Jefferson Davis and Stonewall Jackson cut on the north face of Stone Mountain. While involved in the Stone 

Mountain project, he became associated with the newly reborn Ku Klux Klan. There is no documented reason for his asso-
ciation with the KKK, but it could have been due to the racist view of the world at that time, or just a way to bond with 

the sponsors and patrons of the Stone Mountain project. There is little evidence that he treated the blacks any differently 
than the whites, his priority was basically, the rich first, the influential second and then anyone in his way. Mary Donohue 

of the Connecticut Historical Commission says, “… He counted American presidents, inordinately wealthy industrialists, 
and members of society’s elite as friends and patrons.” He owed both black and white employees back wages, so there is 

not a differentiation there. At any rate, due to his extravagant vision of the Stone Mountain carving and enormous cost, 

he was fired before the project was completed. Basically, he had completed only the head of Lee in time to be unveiled 
for the anniversary of Lee’s birth on January 24, 1924. Subsequently in a tantrum, he destroyed the model of his vision 

and plans.   
   Contradictory to the racist evidence, Borglum had envisioned his project following Mount Rushmore to be called “Indian Tribe in 
Granite”. It was to be monument to the Native Americans, a whole tribe of 14 to 16 feet tall Indians. Although the Sioux had often 
asked him to 4 carve a monument of a lone Indian near Mount Rushmore, Borglum explained, “I played with Indians as a boy. I was 
brought up on the tales of those old chiefs.” He also held the Lakota in high regard believing them, “intellectual, with high moral 
standards and honorable in all their agreements.” He also spoke against the American people breaking treaties and agreements with 
the Indians, even in speeches during the work at Mount Rushmore. In one important speech in 1940, he said, “We are standing on 
territory once belonging to the Sioux Indians – that great warlike race, like the Romans, who rules everything from Wyoming to Chi-
cago. I wish we had treated them better, in a more noble manner. We are standing on their very land, for which we never paid a cent 
– just stole it from them and lied about it.”  

                                     Other important pieces of the early period are:  
· another figure of Lincoln and the massive Wars of America monument (in Newark, NJ)  
· a statue of Henry Ward Beecher (in Brooklyn)  
· Mares of Diomedes (Metropolitan Museum)  
· figures of the apostles and other religious figures (over 100) created for the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City.  
· the Wheeler Fountain in Bridgeport, Connecticut  
· Monument to James McConnell for the University of Virginia  
· The Trail Drivers Memorial for San Antonio, Texas  
· General Philip Sheridan (two versions) in Washington, D.C. and Chicago, Illinois  

   Tomes could be written on Mount Rushmore. Briefly, it is composed of 60 foot heads of four Presidents, George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln (situated left to right). Although originally planned as 

a monument to the heroes of the West, Borglum changed it to represent the essence of a great nation. He vowed to cre-
ate a monument ”as big as the country itself.” At Mount Rushmore, Borglum used skills and techniques he had used and 

developed at Stone Mountain and some he had since improved. His son, Lincoln Borglum, was also a Freemason in Battle 

River Lodge No. 92, Hermosa, South Dakota. He worked with his father on Mount Rushmore since 1932 and was assigned 
to complete the memorial upon the death of his father.  
Mainly, Gutzon created the models, sited the sculptures, and developed the methods for transferring the image to the 
mountain and carving the rock. Although he spent time climbing all over the mountain and surrounding hills to determine 

the best angle for each feature, he was not always present at Mount Rushmore and spent time traveling the world and 

lobbying for additional funding from Washington, D.C. When at the site, he often advised the carvers on how to create 
nuances in detail that might not even be visible from below. He was stubborn and insisted on having things done his way, 

even while he was gone traveling. This often led to confrontations with the Commission and his temper caused him to 
often fire his best carvers and workmen (who were then hired back by his son Lincoln). He was stubborn, temperamental 

and a perfectionist. He was big and brash, almost larger than life, just the characteristics needed to carve a mountain.  
   Truly, many people look at something like the carvings on Mount Rushmore and immediately declare the artist to be a 

genius just from the size of the carving. It is argued, however, that his real talent was in pulling the right strings and rais-

ing funds. How else could 5 one justify “Teddy Roosevelt” with the likes of Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln. At any 
rate, he did have the huge vision or big picture of his creation. Borglum’s granddaughter Robin Carter quotes his philoso-

phy on creating as, “The reason for building any work of art can only be for the purpose of fixing in some durable form a 
great emotion, or a great idea, of the individual, or the people.” This he did achieve.  

   Brother John Gutzon Borglum died on March 6, 1941 of complications following surgery and is buried in a crypt at the 

foot of Mount Rushmore. 
 

By: Companion Herbert J. Atkinson 



 



 

A portion of the money raised from the Chapter Coins will go directly to the 

Royal Arch Research Assistance fund. Check out this very cool fundraiser at 

Cornerstone Masonic Regalia and supplies.  

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set  

This is a fund raising shirt for the Royal Arch Masons Charitable 

Foundation The RAMCF.org All profits will go directly to the foun-

dation. Brother Carl Hern designed the art and will be making the 

shirts. His company ASCENDED MASTERS CLOTHING has been 

making unique Masonic items for awhile now and Brother Carl 

never ceases to amaze with how much effort goes into each prod-

uct. He does a lot for charity and always has time to help his fel-

low Brothers with a charitable project. Check out this awesome 

fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Thank you Brother Hern for all 

that you do! Available in all sizes S-5X  

https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/ 

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set
https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/


Certificate Yes or No ______________   It is understood that not everyone wishes to receive a  

Diamond Pin Yes or No _____________   certificate, or even a Keystone or Diamond Pin. This saves us  

Red Certificate—Donation of $25.00 or more  money for certificates and mailing. However, if you do desire to  

Silver Certificate—Donation of $50.00 or more  receive one, please let us know as we are happy to obliged.  

Gold Certificate—Donation of $100.00 or more  !!!!! If not indicated, no certificate or Pin will be sent!!!!!  

100% Certificate—requires at least $1.00 per member  

RARA Keystone Pin—Donation of $300.00  

RARA Diamond Pin—Donation of $500.00 for each diamond  

If you already have a Diamond Pin, you must return it to the General Grand Secretary’s Office to have a diamond added !!  

                      To ensure proper credit, please fill out all areas and either type or PRINT NEATLY  

Mail completed form to Royal Arch Research Assistance, c/o J. William Riggs, P.O. Box 1040 Bardstown, KY 40004-1040  

City      State    Zip 

Street Address 

Secretary / Donors Names 

Number of Chapter Members 

Amount of Donation 

Chapter Name 

Special Instructions, if any 

Chapter# Location—City & State 

       ROYAL ARCH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE CONTRIBUTION FORM 



 

                           Royal Arch Mason Magazine 

INTERNET SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
        USE THIS FORM FOR  

        Regular Subscription 
        Life Subscriptions 

        Renewals 
 SUBSCRIPTION RATES SUBSCRIPTION TERM  
1 YEAR ............................$ 10.00 
3 YEARS...........................$ 25.00  
5 YEARS...........................$ 40.00  
LIFE ..................................$ 150.00  
PLEASE PRINT: NAME: _________________________________ 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ 
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ______________________________________  
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________  
AMOUNT PAID: $ ___________ (_____) NEW (_____)  
RENEWEL MAIL TO: Royal Arch Mason, P.O. Box 205, Maxwell, IN 46154  
THE ROYAL ARCH MASON has no paid solicitors 

                            GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS INTERNATIONAL  

                                                  2020 - 2024 VISION STATEMENT  
-To uphold and support the Mission Statement of the General Grand Chapter. 
-To take all reasonable steps to secure membership of those Grand Chapters in North America which are not currently members of 
General Grand Chapter. 
-To retain all existing members, helping them become true and zealous disciples of Royal Arch Masonry and not mere wearers of 
emblems.  
-To respond to requests and to encourage development of the American Royal Arch system in foreign lands especially Eastern Eu-
rope, Latin America and Africa. 
-To maximize our communication efforts through enhanced development of the Royal Arch magazine into the internet world and to 
maintain an electronic newsletter which serves as a method of instruction to supplement the ceremonies and lectures of the de-
grees.  
-To live and work together in a devoted team spirit ith the aim of promoting better education among Royal Arch Masons.  
-To be the most useful and effective unit in the entire Fraternity in promoting the progress of Royal Arch Masonry among our mem-
ber Grand Chapters through Regional Deputies and Ambassadors with duties and responsibilities to and from the General Grand 
Chapter to be  visible as a support and a link. 

                                  General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International  

                                               2020 - 2024 MISSION STATEMENT  
The Mission Statement of General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons International, with a heritage of over 200 years, is to offer 
services and support to its Subordinate and Grand Chapters throughout the world in fulfilling the goals of Capitular Masonry by: 
 

-providing a source of, and administration for, the rituals of the four degrees of the American Royal Arch system. 
-Assisting in the creation and chartering of new Subordinate and Grand Chapters throughout the world while maintaining our tradi-
tional standards. 
-Being the primary source for developmental information concerning the formation of a Royal Arch Masons Chapter or Grand Chap-
ter. 
-Providing a means of communication, liaison and interaction for our member Chapters and Grand Chapters worldwide. 
-Supporting and encouraging York Rite unity around the world in harmony with regular Grand Lodges, the General Grand Council 
and Grand Encampment. 
-Recognizing achievement and service. 
-Helping member Chapters and Grand Chapters to fulfill the obligation of all Royal Arch Masons to spread further light in Masonry. 
-Promoting the progress of the Royal Craft, disseminating true Masonic knowledge, inspiring interest, and encouraging Blue Lodge 
Masons to pursue their search for Light and Truth to its logical conclusion through the degrees of Capitular Masonry  
-Organizing a Triennial Convocation for all member Chapters and Grand Chapters to express their concerns, offer programs, legis-
late and elect officers for the next three years. 
-Representing Royal Arch Masonry to the world in its highest tradition and heritage. 
 



 
Published monthly by:  

The General Grand Chapter of  

Royal Arch Masons International 

Larry Gray, PGHP, General Grand Secretary  

P.O. Box 128  

Greenfield, Indiana 46140-0128  

Phone: 317-467-3600 

FAX: 317-467-3899 

Email: ramintl@sbcglobal.net  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Articles  
 
Send articles in electronic format to the Editor at 
parallaax@comcast.net . We reserve the right to de-
termine suitability for publication, to exclude con-
tent at the discretion of the Editor, and to perform 
reasonable edits to any article submitted to better 
suit the purposes of the General Grand Chapter. 
 
DEADLINE 25th of each Month for submissions 

Photographs  
 

We will publish submitted photographs as 
deemed appropriate by the Editor. We reserve 
the right to crop and/or digitally enhance such 
photographs as we deem necessary. Digital im-
ages (JPEG) are preferred. Submitted print pho-
tographs may be published, if in the sole opin-
ion of the Editor, the scanned image is of suita-
ble quality. Submitted photos will be credited to 
the submitter. If taken by someone else, please 
provide proper credit. Also, PLEASE identify 
the individuals and event in the photos. 

Mailing List  
 

We do not sell, rent or otherwise disclose our 
mailing list to any third party.  

Disclaimer  
 

Published articles and letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or policies of the General  
Grand Chapter International, or the Editor. 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
what we publish, and that we have rights to the 
material we use. Please notify the Editor if you 
have concerns about accuracy or copyright is-
sues. 

mailto:parallaax@comcast.net

