
 

Dear Companions 

  A Hundred Years From Now 

 No facet of Royal Arch progress in the last decade has been more heartwarming 

than the expansion of Royal Arch Research Assistance. In existence since 1974, 
R.A.R.A. has been funding research in Central Auditory Processing Disorder for over 

40 years. 

   This area of research is important because it has long been an underfunded area. 
C.A.P.D. is to the ear what dyslexia is to the eye. There is no one specific cause but 

the problem impacts conservatively, 5% of our school aged children, and perhaps 
as many as 15%. 

   Children who struggle with C.A.P.D. receive auditory messages in a distorted or 
incomplete manner. Because of their difficulty understanding speech, these children 

often develop academic, emotional, and social problems. 

We are making progress, however. We now know that the first 9 symptoms to diag-
nose C.A.P.D. are the same as those for Attention Deficit Disorder or Attention Defi-

cit Hyperactivity Disorder. 
   Although there has been no scientific link between Autism and C.A.P.D., approximately 85% of those diagnosed 

with Autism are diagnosed with C.A.P.D. as well. 

A few short years ago the R.A.R.A. Board expanded the number of organizations and number of researchers we 
fund. We increased the number of testing sound booths dedicated to this research as well as increasing the number 

of researchers involved. 
   There are currently 2 organizations that are receiving research funding. They are Hearing Health Foundation and 

Autism Speaks. These grants are reviewed annually by the board to assure that the goals and objectives are being 

met. 
   Research in C.A.P.D. is so important because it’s very difficult to diagnose by untrained professionals. It’s relative-

ly common but is so often confused with other kinds of hearing, language, and attention problems. 
For a person with C.A.P.D., what they hear is not interpreted correctly after it is heard by the ear and sent to the 

brain. 
    Though there remain many unanswered questions about the nature, cause, and treatment of CAPD, persistent 

support of research by R.A.R.A. continues to see the possibility of a cure one day to this unique perceptual disorder. 

There is a colorful plaque that was distributed by The Paragon Company of Westerly, Rhode Island a number of 
years ago. Its text, written by Kathy Davis in 1993, certainly relates to our Royal Arch philanthropy today – and our 

nation tomorrow. Ponder it and your role in helping children and others who struggle with C.A.P.D. 
 

“A hundred years from now, it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort of house I lived in, 
or the kind of car I drove … but the world may be different because I was important in the life of a 
child.” 

 
Fraternally, 
Steven Tiner, 
General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons International 

Words from the General Grand East  April 2021 

 



           King’s Komments By Teko Foly General Grand King 

       April 2021 

Greetings Companions,  

March has now come and gone. Time is marching on and will stop under no circumstanc-

es, be it good or less pleasant for us humans. A new spring is upon us, within the realm of 

what many refer to now as the reality that the world is gradually growing into accepting to 

be the new normal. Our heart still grows each day with new expectations, promises and 

much anticipation for a bright light at the end of the tunnel. The talk around the globe is 

this recurring question being passed along from mouth to ear, either you live in Asia, Afri-

ca, Europe or the United States of America: Have you taken your Covid-19 vaccine shot 

yet? Which one have you got?  

This very question and answer is slowly moving us pass the times of anxiety and bleak-

ness that humanity have dealt with during this past year. It took a year to get to where 

we are, but we have moved to a new and probably better position in consideration to this 

nasty pandemic. We are now looking forward to that long anticipated day when we can 

resume some kind of normalcy in life again.  

 

Equally, Masonry has gone through some kind of observable mutation where what cannot be imagined a short 18-

months ago, is now taken in as regular practice. We have now been afforded opportunities to be global masons as live 

yet another dimension to the universality of Freemasonry. One can now participate in electronic gatherings anywhere 

in the world from his home. I personally have been on remote electronic meetings where I can meet brethren not only 

in Washington DC, but also in several states in the USA and even further outside of our physical boundaries into Africa, 

Europe, Canada, South America, New Zealand and the Caribbean’s. The amazing part of this, is that all this can be 

done now without leaving the comfort of your home, as long as you have a computer and a network connection.  

This is what you call a silver lining found within a difficult situation that is this worldwide health crisis.  

This got to the point now where one can hear with certainty that the fraternity in one aspect has taken this leap of 

faith into a new dimension. One may be as bold as to say that we are not ready to give up this new way of connecting 

Masons remotely for several years to come.  

Now let’s not forget that throughout this period, there definitely have been few Masonic jurisdictions here in the USA 

and around the world that have vigorously resisted the temptation to give into this temptation to embrace this kind of 

change that they must have perceived as detrimental to the established traditional mode of masonic meetings. This is 

quite understood and can be judged on its merit.  

No one could say that they can dictate what is allowable or not allowable on this matter and we are all writing these 

new pages of history as we move along into the near and far future. The one thing that we can all agree on though, is 

that one hundred years from now, our children’s children will study these days and judge us on how and what has 

been done in the year 2020, when the world experienced this health pandemic we are in today. I wish I could still be 

here in 2120 to listen and smile while this story is being told. 

 

Meanwhile, we just need to keep our focus on how to continue growing in the bonds of our fraternity and hand over 

this legacy in a shape that can be judged as being better than how we have received it from our forefathers.  

 

May God bless and keep you all in His care, until we meet in person and enjoy each other’s presence again.  

 

Sincerely and Zealously,  

Teko A. FOLY 



 

 

 

 

Greetings Companions,  

Doesn't time fly?  It’s spring already.  Wow!  Fortunately, COVID is on the wane and 
I can’t wait to see many of you in person! 

By the time you read this, the 1st ever RARA Virtual Fundraising Dinner will be in the 
past.  While the totals aren’t in at this point, it is already assured that the event was 

a big success.  That success leads me to ask you this very important question . . .  

 

If you aren’t trying things that are new and different, why not? 

 

I’m not going to lie.  I received some resistance when proposing the idea of an RARA virtual fundraiser.  There was no 

real merit or grounds to resisting the idea other than, “That’s never been done before” and “Seems like too much 

work.”  Well, let me tell you this, Companions, for this fundraiser I have done 100% of the work.  So even if it makes 
RARA $100, that is $100 RARA didn’t have prior to the fundraiser, and for to me, the laborer, that is a success!  Of 

course, the fundraiser will generate far more than that, but you get the point.  Many Companions on the sidelines love 
to criticize the sculpture without ever lifting a chisel themselves.   

 

We all have a very, very bad habit in Freemasonry of crushing/squashing ideas only because they are different.  Differ-
ent doesn’t always mean bad, it just means . . . different.  I strongly encourage you in these times of COVID to be will-

ing to try new things.  When this pandemic started how many times did you hear, “Zoom will never work.  Masons will 
never use Zoom – they can’t understand it.”  To say that expression now is laughable.   

Look at an idea and ask yourself, “Is this something that hasn’t been done before?”  Maybe.  So what?  EVERYTHING 
THAT EXISTS WAS NEW AND DIFFERENT AT SOME POINT OR ANOTHER. 

 

Take a chance.  Roll the dice.   

As long as it doesn’t put you in violation of your obligation or put the Chapter at financial risk, what have you got to 

lose?  I’ve seen programs that the initial launch was a failure, but the information learned from the failure was so valua-
ble that the program went on to become a huge success once it was tweaked.   

 

Freemasonry has been stagnant for far too long.  We can either embrace the future or become part of the 
past. 

 
So the next time one of the young guys in your Chapter wants to do something “you’ve never done before,” hear him 

out.  Yes, he may need some guidance or, yes, the idea may need some tweaking but ask yourself this:  how many 
other ideas are coming through your door to save York Rite Masonry?  I’m highly confident the answer is . . . not many.   

 

INACTION IS ACTION.  YOUR inaction could kill the Craft.  Don’t be scared.  Roll the dice . . . 

 

God Bless,  
Chadwick Burks 
General Grand Scribe  
Chadwick@YorkRiteVideos.org 

     SCRIBE’S SCRIBBLES By Chadwick Burks General Grand Scribe 

       April 2021 



     On A Lighter Note 
 

 
Q: How many Masons does it take to screw in a lightbulb?  
 
A: Three. One to screw it in, one to read the minutes of the previous lightbulb replacement, and one 
to sit on the sidelines and complain about the way they USED to screw in lightbulbs.  

Pat & Bill had been Lodge Brothers for many years. They had promised each other 

long ago that the first to go to the Grand Lodge above would return to tell the other 

whether there really were Lodges in Heaven and what they were like. By and by, it 

came to pass that Bill went first. One day shortly after, Pat was working in his garden 

when he heard a whispered voice, " Pssst Pat!" He looked around but saw nothing. A 

few moments later he heard, now quite clearly " Pat! Its me, Bill!" "Bill" Pat exclaimed, 

" are you in Heaven?" " Indeed I am " said Bill. Pat paused for a while to get over the 

shock and then said " Well, Bill, are there Lodges up there in Heaven?" "There certain-

ly are, Pat. There are Lodges all over and they are quite magnificent, equal or better 

to Great Queen Street. The meetings are well attended, the ritual is word perfect, the 

festive board fantastic and the spirit of Masonic Fellowship is all pervasive." " My 

goodness, Bill," said Pat, " It certainly sounds very impressive but for all that you 

seem rather sad. Tell me old friend, what is the matter." " Well, Pat, you are right. I 

have some good news and some bad." " OK, Whats the good news?" " The good news 

is that we are doing a 3rd this coming Wednesday" "Great" said Pat. " What's the bad 

news then?" " You're the Senior Deacon! "   

On the subject of humor you have probably heard this one: whilst 
visiting a newly initiated brother at home one day, his wife took 
me to one side and said her husband had started behaving very 
strange since joining. I enquired in what way? He locks himself in 
the toilet for hours on end mumbling to himself with his little blue 
book. As the evening proceeded I turned the talk to lodge, and 
asked him how he was getting on. Oh fine was his reply. I asked 
him about his behavior and was there any thing wrong No was his 
reply. So why read the book there? Well he said "Its the only 
TYLED room in the house".... 



  
 
 
 
 



     DID JAH KNOW? 
April 22nd On this 
date in 1785, Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mo-
zart received his 3rd 
degree.  

April 24th On this 

date in 1901, Presi-

dent Theodore 

Roosevelt received 

his 3rd degree.  

April 28th On this date 

in 1840, the Grand 

Lodge of Illinois was 

formed  

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please come check it out. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GGCRAMI/ 



 

 Every Year by Albert Pike.  

 

 

 The Spring has less of brightness 
Every year, 
And the snow a ghastlier whiteness 
Every year., 
Nor do Summer flowers quicken, 
Nor Autumn fruitage thicken 
As they once did,––for we sicken 
Every year. 

It is growing darker, colder, 
Every year,–– 
As the heart and soul grow older 
Every year., 
I care not now for dancing 
Nor for eyes with passion glancing, 
Love is less and less entrancing, 
Every year. 

Of the loves and sorrows blended, 
Every year,–– 
Of the charms of friendships ended, 
Every year,–– 
Of the ties that still might bind me 
Until time of death resigned me, 
My infirmities remind me 
Every year. 

Ah, how sad to look before us 
Every year,–– 
While the cloud looks darker o′er us 
Every year! 
When we see the blossoms faded 
That to bloom we might have aided 
And immortal garlands braided, 
Every year. 

 

 

 

 

 

To the past go more 
dead faces 
Every year,–– 
As the loved leave va-
cant places 
Every year. 
 
Everywhere the sad 
eyes meet us, 
In the evening′s dusk they greet us, 
And to come to them entreat us, 
Every year. 
You are growing old, they tell us, 
Every year 
You are more alone, they tell us, 
Every year., 
You can win no new affection, 
You have only recollection, 
Deeper sorrow and dejection, 
Every year. 

Yes, the shores of life are shifting 
Every year, 
And we are seaward drifting 
Every year, 
old places changing fret us,–– 
The living more regret us,–– 
There are fewer to regret us, 
Every year. 

But the true life draweth nigher 
Every year., 
And its Morning Star climbs higher 
Every year, 
Earth′s hold on us grows slighter, 
And the heavy burden lighter, 
And the Dawn Immortal brighter, 
Every year. 



 
       POMPEII  
         by Giovanni Lombardo  

    Habentibus symbolum facilis est transitus (Iamblicus)  
 

In Pompeii, in the Architects' House, there is a particular mosaic, the photography of which is often shown in Masonic 
texts. It was the emblem in the floor of the Triclinium and man thinks that the naturalistic representation of the skull and 

of the mason's tools is an allegoric reference to the lapsing of the human life and the looming death. In my opinion, how-
ever, the tile conceals a deeper meaning. I strove to find it and I want, therefore, to share with you my thoughts.  

The level measures the horizontality, being a precision tool which ensures stability and balance. It guarantees that all 

the horizontal levels are perfect and in line with that of the foundation, which will have been controlled in the same man-
ner. The level in the illustration is a composite one, from the superior angle descends a plumb: it is worth of notice the 

circumstance that the horizontality is measured through the verticality – its contrary! – and this happens when the plumb 
has divided the ruler – which unifies the arms of the level – in two equal parts, thus forming two angles, each measuring 

90°. The crossing point of the plumb and of the level is said fire line, which demarcates Time from Eternity.  
The calm and smooth horizontal line of the level is quite opposite of the chaos and of the confusion that reign in the 

profane world. Even more, in the book of Isaiah, man reads: Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the 

plummet (1). In this verse the level symbolizes the justice since it represents the perfect union of the verticality with the 
horizontality.  

Other thoughts are however possible, if man considers the arms of the level as two rays of a circumference departing 
from the “centre”, i.e. from the Being towards the Manifestation. Such an interpretation is strengthened by examining the 

remaining objects that are represented in the tile. A skull, then, tied to the arms of the level: the royal purple and a scep-

tre (at left of the observer); a sack and a stick. In the middle, under the skull, a butterfly over a six-spoked wheel.  
The world of the manifestation, in that we actually live, is produced by the emanation of the One: the radiation from 

the centre towards the circumference. It is the kingdom of the duality, of the variety. In it, poverty and richness live to-
gether. This is the meaning of the royal purple and of the sceptre, which are symbols of the royal power and of wealth, 

opposite to the sack and the stick, symbols of poverty and weakness. All in perfect equilibrium.  

They are aside the wheel, which is the symbol of the world. The circumference is symbol of the variety, to be consid-
ered in its perennial becoming; the rays delimit a portion of this circumference, such a portion is therefore symbol of the 

cyclic time, in which are alternated the various aspects of life.  
The butterfly symbolizes the man's soul. In ancient Greek psyché means both butterfly and soul. The man's task con-

sists in living with wisdom and balance and, above all, with the consciousness that all that appears, the mundane reality, 
with its contradictions, is not the “true” reality, the metaphysic one, the Truth in which every intellect eventually rests (2). 

Here is the reason for which the butterfly is over the wheel: the soul of the initiate is “superior” in respect of the profanity.  

The human being who carried his life walking “in the middle”, along the ideal line between the black tiles and the white 
ones of the checkered pavement, at equal distance from both, that can face the death – the skull – the supreme initiation 

and, ascending along the plumb, outrun the fire line and 
eventually arrive to the edge, the Centre, the siege of the 

GAOTU, thus mixing with Him: “If you can distinguish a 

drop in the great sea – wrote Angelus Silesius – then you 
will also be able to distinguish my soul within the great 

God”. (3)  
 
Notes  
(1) Isaiah 28, 17  
(2) Dante, Divine Comedy, Paradiso XXVIII, 108  

(3) (3) A. Silesio, Cherubinisches Wandersmann , cit. by A. 
Coomaraswamy, Time and Eternity, Italian Editor Luni 
2003 pag. 119.  

 
 
      



 

 

   Fielding questions about the Rite? 
 
 

 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONRY IS  
 

Founded in 1797, in Boston, Massachusetts, as a national organization, the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, 
International now has jurisdiction over half the 7,000 Chapters in the world, including several provinces in Canada, the 

Grand Chapters of USA, Philippines, Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, and many chapters in Central and South America. 
Upon your exaltation as a Royal Arch Mason you will become a member of the oldest and largest rite of Royal Arch Ma-

sonry.  

 
    WHO ROYAL ARCH MASONS ARE  

 
One of the most fascinating aspects of Royal Arch Masonry has always been how so many men, from so many different 

walks of life, can meet together in peace, never have any political or religious debates, always conduct their affairs in 

harmony and friendship, and call each other brother. No Rite of Freemasonry covers the world so much as does Royal 
Arch Masonry. In every country of the earth, on every continent and on many isles of the sea, Will be found Royal Arch 

Chapters, eager and willing to receive their companions from other parts of the world into that full fellowship that char-
acterizes Royal Arch Masonry.  

 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONS BELIEVE IN  
 

All Royal Arch Masons believe in one God and in respect for each other.  
 

    WHAT ROYAL ARCH MASONS DO  
 

Royal Arch Masonry contains some simple, plain statements of Truth, easily understandable and helpful in our relation to 

life. Lodge symbolism deals with lessons of the material side of life. The Chapter degrees, and particularly the Royal 
Arch, deal with the spiritual side of life. Upon your exaltation as a Royal Arch Mason you will become a member of the 

oldest and largest rite of Freemasonry. QUALIFICATIONS Royal Arch Masonry is the logical step for every Master Mason 
to take. If after becoming a Royal Arch Mason, you desire to continue your studies, you may take the Council Degrees 

and the Commandery Orders, both of which are illustrative of and carry forward the principles of the Royal Arch. Any 

Royal Arch Macon will eagerly propose your name as a candidate for the advancement in the mysteries of Freemasonry.  
 

    THOSE WHO SEEK MEMBERSHIP  
 

Anyone seeking Membership in the Royal Arch must sign a Petition, stating his age, occupation and place of residence. 
Members of the Chapter vote by ballot. To be accepted, the ballot must be unanimous.  

 

    THE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER  
 

What has attracted so many Brethren to seek further light in Royal Arch Mason-
ry?? The Royal Arch Degrees was considered most important in the early years of 

Freemasonry and so dogmatic was the Mother Grand Lodge - from which all 

Speculative Masonry derives - that in 1813, when the two grand lodges in Eng-
land united, a firm and solemn landmark was adopted and placed in the Articles 

of Union to guide Masons throughout the world forever on this matter: “Pure An-
cient Freemasonry consists of but three degrees, that of Entered Apprentice, Fel-

lowcraft, and Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal 

Arch.” The Chapter of Royal Arch Masonry consists of four degrees, Mark Master, 
Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason. 



 
                                  The Necessity of the Royal Arch Degree to the Master Mason 

   The system of Masonic degrees, as now practiced, is the product of an evolution. Prior to 1717 there is no record that 
Freemasonry consisted of more than one degree. The symbolism, the beautiful lecture, the ornate diction, with which we 

find it clothed today, represents the growth and development from the crude and transition stage of past centuries. Strict-
ly speaking, there was no degree from the dawn of Freemasonry until it began to take on the speculative feature. Before 

the speculative era, the initiate or apprentice was sworn on "the buke" to observe certain charges, now known as the 
"Ancient Charges and Regulations." This constituted the entire ceremony, with perhaps the recital of the various legends 

of the Craft, portions on which are retained so this day. 

The Mason, prior to the "Revival' of 1717, was designated as an Apprentice. Fellowcraft. or Master, not because of any 
special ceremony or degree work, but because of the length of time of service and skill manifested in his handicraft. The 

Ancient Charges and Regulations, as read to the apprentices, referred to the duties they owed to each other, to the lodge 
and the Holy Church. It is even doubted by some of our best historians that the grip and password were connected with 

these ancient ceremonies. 

   Ancient Craft Masonry, from its earliest legendary history (625 A.D.) down to 1740, made no pretensions to philosophi-
cal speculations. No latter-day wise men existed to convert the simple tools of the operative craftsmen into a philosophi-

cal fog bank. Near the middle of the eighteenth century other than mere operatives were admitted into the guilds or lodg-
es, and men were elected to preside over the brethren who were not skilled in the implements of the Craft. The introduc-

tion of the speculative Mason prepares the way for the dawn of Freemasonry. The so-called "Revival" of 1717 was but the 

bursting forth of the evolutionary forces that had been slowly developing for half a century. These same forces are at 
work today, so that it can truly be said that Freemasonry is progressive science. Masonic historians are agreed that some 

time between 1723 and 1730 the Second and Third degrees were evolved, and in the evolution of degrees. ritualism and 
symbolism were developed, resulting in intellectual and philosophical Freemasonry of today. 

   The central idea of the entire system of Freemasonry became the "loss" and the "recovery" of the "Word," symbolizing 
death and the resurrection, the ending of the present and the beginning of the future life. The student of Freemasonry 

must admit that "The Word" is the central point around which the entire system of the Masonic symbolism must revolve. 

"Its possession is the consummation of all Masonic knowledge; when lost its recovery is the soul's object of symbolic la-
bor." Mackey says: "No event it the history of Speculative Freemasonry had so important an influence upon its develop-

ment as a system of symbolism as the invention of the Royal Arch Degree and its introduction into the Masonic Ritual". 
   The Royal Arch stands as the rainbow of promise of the resurrection; of that which was lost and that which shall be 

recovered. 

   The question arises as to whether the Master's Word was originally communicated in the Third Degree. On this point 
there is some diversity of opinion. In our present ritual of the Third Degree the Maser's Word is lost. Dr. Oliver, a noted 

historian, says: "The Word was never lost but transferred to the Royal Arch," and in corroboration of this statement fur-
ther says: "I have before me an old French engraving of the Ground Work of the Master's Lodge, dated 1740, containing 

the usual emblems, and on the coffin is the "True Word" in Roman capitals." 
   Brother Newton R. Parvin, Grand Secretary and Librarian of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, in a letter to the writer, says, 

"We have in the library an old ritual manuscript of 1740, which was stated to be used by the brethren of Ben Johnson, 

Head Lodge, No.194. The original manuscript belonged to George Oliver, and it included in the Third Degree the Master's 
Word. This makes about sixty pages of closely written matter. It begins with a long historical introduction. Many points 

are quite similar to our present methods. The language is very simple and impressive." This would tend to prove that be-
fore the legend of Hiram Abif was introduced in the Master's Degree the True Word was communicated in the Master's 

Degree and not a substitute Word. It necessarily followed that when the legend of Hiram became a part of the ritual of 

this degree the "loss" of the "Word" followed, as the "loss" is a part of Hiramic legend. But the "loss" without a "recovery" 
would be an absurdity; to complete the symbolism of Freemasonry, the "Word" must be recovered, hence the necessity 

for a Fourth Degree, the Royal Arch. 
   In 1738, or earlier, the story of the loss of the Word and the new legend, the Royal Arch, were gradually introduced 

into the lodges, and when the Freemasonry of England was divided into the "Moderns" and "Ancients" (in 1751), the lat-

ter organizing a Grand Lodge and adopting ritual of four degrees, the fourth being the Royal Arch. 



    

 
 

   The Grand Lodge of "Modems" evidently continued to use 
the old ritual, without the legend of Hiram Abif, while the 

Grand Lodge of "Ancients" used the new ritual containing 

the Hiramic legend and the Fourth Degree, until the year 
1813, when the two Grand Lodges united and formed the 

present Grand Lodge of England. It is therefore to the 
Grand Lodge of Ancients that we owe the Master's degree 

as found in our ritual and also the preservation of the Royal 
Arch degree. One of the Articles of Union of the two Grand 

Lodges of England in 1813 was the retention of the degrees 

as formulated by the Grand Lodge of "Ancients"; hence, 
among the articles of agreement of this union we find the 

only declaration made anywhere or at any time as to what    
constitutes "Ancient Craft Masonry." This article declared 

that "Ancient Craft Masonry shall consist of the degrees of 

Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason, together 
with the Holy Royal Arch." 

   We see, therefore, that the Royal Arch is merely the evo-
lution of a truth contained in the early Third Degree. It is 

not a "Higher Degree," but the last volume of the series in a 
sublime story revealed through symbolism. The Master's 

Degree without the Royal Arch is a story half told, a song 

half sung and a promise unfulfilled. The candidate is prom-
ised that he should receive, but is put off with a 

"substitute." He is left in darkness, in doubt, and to the 
thoughtful one, in a condition of disappointment. Yet, there 

is a purpose behind this seeming deception. Light and re-

vealed Truth come only through toil and willing service. This 
lesson must be learned before any Mason is qualified to 

know and to appreciate the Truth, the Master's Word. It is, 
possibly, unfortunate that the Royal Arch Degree was sepa-

rated from the "Blue Degrees"; but fortunate or unfortu-

nate, the Royal Arch stands as the last of the degrees in 
Ancient Craft Masonry. It is the Summit, and no Master Ma-

son is in possession of all that Freemasonry teaches without 
the Royal Arch. The series of four degrees continued to be 

conferred under a lodge charter until about 1750, in Ameri-
ca at least. The earliest history that we have of the Royal 

Arch in this country was in 1753, when it was conferred 

under lodge charter in Fredericksburg, VA. It was intro-
duced into New York about the same time by an English 

military lodge, and into Massachusetts in 1769, where it was 
conferred in St. Andrew's Lodge. 

   Since that time the Royal Arch Degree has remained se-

cure in its superior place. The term "Royal Arch Lodge" was 
succeeded by "Chapter" and "Royal Arch Chapter." The 

word "Chapter" was used in Connecticut as early as Sep-
tember 5, 1783; in Pennsylvania, September 5, 1789; in 

New York, April 29, 1791; in Massachusetts, December19, 
1794. The word "Chapter" took the place of "Lodge" in Eng-

land for the first time, April 29, 1768. The word 

"Companion," used in the Chapter in place of "Brother," was 
first used in England in 1778. These terms Chapter and 

Companion were soon carried to America, where they flour-

ished as elements in the Capitular system of degrees. 

      
 
  Such, in brief, is the history of the Royal Arch Degree; its 

parentage is as legitimate as any of the degrees of Ancient 
Craft Masonry; it sprang from introduction of Speculative 

Freemasonry into Operative Masonry, the fruit of symbolism 

and allegory. To be a Master Mason is the highest and most 
honorable degree that any man can attain; it entitles him to 

all the rights and privileges of the Craft; all the accumulated 
so-called higher degrees do not add anything to his Masonic 

stature. The Royal Arch is a part of the Master's Degree-the 

summit of its excellency It is the privilege and should be the 
duty of Master Masons to complete the Masonic story, told 

in allegory and revealed in symbolism, by receiving the Roy-
al Arch. 

   Would you be enrolled as one living in that future genera-
tion that shall discover IT? Act now. 

                  THE MARK MASTER DEGREE 

   The degrees of the Chapter are: Mark Master, Past Mas-
ter, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch. The origin of the 

Mark Degree is veiled in obscurity, like all Masonic degrees, 
but, like the others, it sprang into existence in the earlier 

period of speculative Freemasonry 

   It was customary for the operative Masons to select for 
themselves a Mark, to be placed upon every piece of work 

wrought by them. This was done in order to keep check on 
each operative's work by the Overseers, and to facilitate the 

payment of wages. Each Mark was distinctive and the same 

Mark frequently descended from father to son through sev-
eral generations. 

   These marks may be seen today on the stones in the old 
cathedrals of Europe. Facsimile copies are reproduced in all 

Masonic histories. In Scotland, the operative Mason was 
required to register his Mark by the Shaw's Statues issued 

in 1589. From this requirement of registration of the Mark, 

the Mark Degree was evidently evolved. 
   The earliest record of the Mark Degree being conferred in 

Scotland bears the date of January 7, 1778. Yet this does 
not prove that degree was not conferred at a much earlier 

date. These records also contain the information the Mark 

degree could not be conferred upon anyone not having re-
ceived the degree of Fellowcraft and Master. A report made 

to the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England 
states: "There are probably no degrees in Freemasonry that 

can lay claim to a greater antiquity than those of 'Mark Man' 
or 'Mark Mason' and 'Mark Master' Mason." 

The degree was conferred in Nova Scotia in 1784; in Con-

necticut in 1791; in New York in 1791, and in Boston in 
1793. Like the Royal Arch, the Master Degree was originally 

conferred in the lodge. In the United States, the General 
grand Chapter, RAM., issued Mark Lodge charters up to 

1853, when it was prohibited and the degree passed tinder 

Chapter control. In England the degree is under the control 
of the Grand Lodge of Mark Masons; in Canada and in Scot-

land the control is vested as in the United States. 
   The lessons of the degree are intensely practical, empha-

sizing the great requirements in file, viz: qualification and 

service. 



               

              THE DEGREE OF PAST MASTER 
The general use of the term "Past Master" by the Craft, 

means one who has been elected, installed and served for 
twelve months over a regular lodge. The general use of the 

term does not imply a separate degree, although in many 

Grand Lodges the honorary grade of "Past Master" is con-
ferred upon a Master elect as part of the ceremony of in-

stallation. This grade or degree was, or is conferred only in 
the presence of Past Masters. The degree is the second in 

the series of the Chapter; hence arose the terms "Actual 
Past Master" and "Virtual Past Master," the latter meaning 

one who had received the degree in a Chapter but who 

had not been elected or served as Master over a lodge. A 
Virtual Past Master is not entitled to recognition by the 

Grand Lodge as a Past Master. 
   The degree is an old one. We find the expression "Past 

Master" used in 1774 and implied one as "having passed 

the Chair through some ceremony. The Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge of England, 1732, speaks of the Installed 

Master passing through certain "significant ceremonies." 
There can be no doubt as to the antiquity of the degree. It 

dates from the birth of speculative Freemasonry. The intro-
duction of the degree into Capitular Masonry rests on the 

fact that, originally, the Royal Arch was conferred only on 

those who had been elected and presided over a lodge as 
Master, but was manifestly unjust to a large portion of the 

brethren to have such a restriction placed upon them and 
the Royal Arch. The following law of 1789 illustrates this 

fact: "No brother can be exalted until he has been at least 

three years a Master Mason and has presided six months 
as Master of some regular warranted lodge or has passed 

the Chair by Dispensation." This law shows the old re-
striction and the modification that was assuming shape, 

permitting others than actual Past Masters to receive the 

Royal Arch. An old law found in Harmony Lodge, No. 52, 
Philadelphia, in 1799, states: "That every brother who has 

not passed the Chair shall pay fourteen dollars, out of 
which the Dispensation shall be paid for; if he has passed 

the Chair, for being exalted, eight dollars." 
   That is, an actual Past Master could receive the Royal 

Arch degree for eight dollars, but one who has not re-

ceived the Past Master's Degree must obtain a dispensa-
tion from the Grand Master to receive it before he could he 

made a Royal Arch Mason, and it costs fourteen dollars. 
   When the Royal Arch Degree passed from under the con-

trol of the lodge and became a separate system, known as 

the Chapter, the prerequisite to the Royal Arch remained, 
viz: the Past Master's Degree. The Virtual Past Master De-

gree became a part of the Chapter series. The reason for 
this prerequisite becomes apparent when the lessons of 

this much abused, but beautiful, degree are studied. Obe-
dience to authority is proof against anarchy, and he who 

would teach must first learn to obey. 

 
 

 
 

 

            MOST EXCELLENT MASTER DEGREE 
   A lie well told and repeated constantly becomes a truth 

to credulous people. This applies to the oft-repeated state-
ment that Thomas Smith Webb fabricated the American 

system of Capitular Degrees, and the Orders of the Com-

mandery of Knights Templar. But, upon investigation we 
will find that some of the degrees of the Chapter and the 

Orders of the Commandery were in existence and con-
ferred before Webb was born. The Most Excellent Master is 

frequently credited to his fertile brain, and so stated by 
some Masonic writers, but fortunately there is on record in 

Massachusetts and New York the date of Webb's birth and 

the dates on which he received all the Masonic degrees. 
The dates goes to show that the Most Excellent Master was 

known and conferred before Webb became a Royal Arch 
Mason. 

   The latter half of the eighteen century was prolific in Ma-

sonic degrees in France and England. The degrees of all 
the rites can date their birth from 1723 to 1760, and in the 

maze of names and titles of degrees we find a veritable 
jungle. In this period we find the Irish system embrace The 

Chair, The Excellent, The Super Excellent, The Royal Arch, 
The Knights Templar and the Prince Rose Croix. The Scot-

tish System embraced The Mark Master, The Past Master, 

The Excellent Master and The Royal Arch. St. Andrew's 
chapter; Boston, worked the Irish System, except The 

Chair from 1769 to 1797. After 1799 the Mark, Past, Most 
Excellent and Royal Arch were conferred. A prominent Ma-

sonic writer says of the change: "This transition indicates 

and suggests that the Super Excellent Master Degree of 
one hundred and twenty years ago contained the marrow 

and something of the bone of the Most Excellent degree." 
From 1791 the Most Excellent Master was a well known 

degree and a part of the Capitular system. The Super Ex-

cellent Master of this period must not be taken for the Su-
per Excellent Master appendant to the Council of Royal and 

Select Masters of today. The Most Excellent degree is a 
fitting prelude to the Royal Arch, one of the most impres-

sive degrees in its ceremonies and sublimely spiritual in its 
symbolism. 



 

 

      WHAT OF THE HOUR? 
   What of the hour in Freemasonry? Brighter, Stronger, clearer. We often become discouraged and are inclined to be 
pessimistic; but amid all the errors and stumbling, a better day is dawning, when we shall see the beneficent labors of 

Freemasonry shining in effulgent splendor. Freemasonry is growing in power and beneficence. As its immortal principles 

take root in the fallow soil of the human heart and mind, it buds and blossoms into the foliage of kindness and the Hes-
peridean fruit of charity towards all mankind. While the Masonic tramp may be seen on the beautiful highway of Free-

masonry, there are many more today, than ever, who are toiling in mind and heart in the treasure-strewn mines of 
Freemasonry's realm. 

   Freemasonry today means more than negative plaudits and negative principles; but she stands pre-eminently as a 
living, growing, resistless power, whose end and aim is the exaltation of man and the glory of "The I Am That I Am." 

Our ancient brethren journeyed from Babylon to Jerusalem - out of bondage into freedom with one strong purpose in 

view. What was the desire so pre-eminent in their hearts? What was the foundation of the zeal that actuated them to 
undergo the trials and hardships of that wary journey? Let them speak: "To aid in the noble and glorious work of re-

building our City and Temple of the Lord." It was Work, Work, Work. Not idleness and ease. 
But in the building of this City of the Brotherhood of Man and the Spiritual Temple of ours, what portion of the work are 

you willing to undertake? Are you willing to quarry the rough ashlar? Are you willing to he a burden bearer? Are you 

willing to work in trenches and lay the foundation stones, away down from the sight and applause of man? 
Royal Arch Masonry asks us: "What portion of the work are you willing to undertake?" You may answer that, owing to 

my social standing, I am willing to wear the helmet and plume of the Captain of the Host, or, because of my wealth and 
dignity I will wear a crown and be a King, or, being a Prince of good fellows, I will wear the mitre. But where are the 

claimants of the crow, the pick or the spade? 
   Royal Arch Masonry would answer: Any portion of the work, be it ever so humble. It is a willing service, a self-

denying service; self, but a great part of the whole; self-glorified, only as a sacrifice for all. If there is one great truth 

that Royal Arch Masonry teaches above all others, it is that labor is honorable, be it ever so humble. That he who would 
wear the crown must earn it. That he who would rule, must first learn to obey. That he who would enter the sanctum 

sanctorum of the genius of Royal Arch Masonry must enter by self-denying toil, and the hinges of its doors will swing 
open as readily for the peasant as for the prince, for the subject as for the King. 

But what are the emoluments for all the hardships of the journey and toil? Is it a princely salary or the honors of official 

distinction?  
Again comes the reply: "Without the hope of fee or reward." It implies a willing service without the hope of a fee 

or reward. It is unselfish toil. The emoluments of Royal Arch Masonry are not hire, but doing one's duty The spirit of 
unselfishness is hire, the spirit of unselfishness is love. 

 

If in charity we remove the rubbish of disappointed hopes, may we not discover the 
keystone of the secret vault of the mysteries of a sweeter song, and nobler aspirations? 
Then what is our reward? 
 
If in love we aid a fainting brother to lay a better foundation for the Temple of his life: 
Then what is our reward? 
 
If in kindness we extend the hand to a weary sojourner in his toilsome march over 
rough and rugged roads to the New Jerusalem: Then what is our reward? 
 
If in goodwill we cheer the sorrowing, encourage die halting, and reclaim the wander-
ing: Then what is our reward? 
 

If in love we bear in our hands food for the hungry and a home for the homeless: Then 

what is our reward? Answer it in the light of your conscience and by the prompting of 

your better self.  



 



 

A portion of the money raised from the Chapter Coins will go directly to the 

Royal Arch Research Assistance fund. Check out this very cool fundraiser at 

Cornerstone Masonic Regalia and supplies.  

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set  

This is a fund raising shirt for the Royal Arch Masons Charitable 

Foundation The RAMCF.org All profits will go directly to the foun-

dation. Brother Carl Hern designed the art and will be making the 

shirts. His company ASCENDED MASTERS CLOTHING has been 

making unique Masonic items for awhile now and Brother Carl 

never ceases to amaze with how much effort goes into each prod-

uct. He does a lot for charity and always has time to help his fel-

low Brothers with a charitable project. Check out this awesome 

fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Thank you Brother Hern for all 

that you do! Available in all sizes S-5X  

https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/ 

https://www.cornerstone357.com/blank-1/stoneworker-challenge-coin-limited-4-coin-set
https://www.ascendedmastersclothing.com/
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                            GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS INTERNATIONAL  

                                                  2020 - 2024 VISION STATEMENT  
-To uphold and support the Mission Statement of the General Grand Chapter. 
-To take all reasonable steps to secure membership of those Grand Chapters in North America which are not currently members of 
General Grand Chapter. 
-To retain all existing members, helping them become true and zealous disciples of Royal Arch Masonry and not mere wearers of 
emblems.  
-To respond to requests and to encourage development of the American Royal Arch system in foreign lands especially Eastern Eu-
rope, Latin America and Africa. 
-To maximize our communication efforts through enhanced development of the Royal Arch magazine into the internet world and to 
maintain an electronic newsletter which serves as a method of instruction to supplement the ceremonies and lectures of the de-
grees.  
-To live and work together in a devoted team spirit ith the aim of promoting better education among Royal Arch Masons.  
-To be the most useful and effective unit in the entire Fraternity in promoting the progress of Royal Arch Masonry among our mem-
ber Grand Chapters through Regional Deputies and Ambassadors with duties and responsibilities to and from the General Grand 
Chapter to be  visible as a support and a link. 

                                  General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International  

                                               2020 - 2024 MISSION STATEMENT  
The Mission Statement of General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons International, with a heritage of over 200 years, is to offer 
services and support to its Subordinate and Grand Chapters throughout the world in fulfilling the goals of Capitular Masonry by: 
 

-providing a source of, and administration for, the rituals of the four degrees of the American Royal Arch system. 
-Assisting in the creation and chartering of new Subordinate and Grand Chapters throughout the world while maintaining our tradi-
tional standards. 
-Being the primary source for developmental information concerning the formation of a Royal Arch Masons Chapter or Grand Chap-
ter. 
-Providing a means of communication, liaison and interaction for our member Chapters and Grand Chapters worldwide. 
-Supporting and encouraging York Rite unity around the world in harmony with regular Grand Lodges, the General Grand Council 
and Grand Encampment. 
-Recognizing achievement and service. 
-Helping member Chapters and Grand Chapters to fulfill the obligation of all Royal Arch Masons to spread further light in Masonry. 
-Promoting the progress of the Royal Craft, disseminating true Masonic knowledge, inspiring interest, and encouraging Blue Lodge 
Masons to pursue their search for Light and Truth to its logical conclusion through the degrees of Capitular Masonry  
-Organizing a Triennial Convocation for all member Chapters and Grand Chapters to express their concerns, offer programs, legis-
late and elect officers for the next three years. 
-Representing Royal Arch Masonry to the world in its highest tradition and heritage. 
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NEWSLETTER 
 

Articles  
 
Send articles in electronic format to the Editor at 
parallaax@comcast.net . We reserve the right to de-
termine suitability for publication, to exclude con-
tent at the discretion of the Editor, and to perform 
reasonable edits to any article submitted to better 
suit the purposes of the General Grand Chapter. 
 
DEADLINE 25th of each Month for submissions 

Photographs  
 

We will publish submitted photographs as 
deemed appropriate by the Editor. We reserve 
the right to crop and/or digitally enhance such 
photographs as we deem necessary. Digital im-
ages (JPEG) are preferred. Submitted print pho-
tographs may be published, if in the sole opin-
ion of the Editor, the scanned image is of suita-
ble quality. Submitted photos will be credited to 
the submitter. If taken by someone else, please 
provide proper credit. Also, PLEASE identify 
the individuals and event in the photos. 

Mailing List  
 

We do not sell, rent or otherwise disclose our 
mailing list to any third party.  

Disclaimer  
 

Published articles and letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or policies of the General  
Grand Chapter International, or the Editor. 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
what we publish, and that we have rights to the 
material we use. Please notify the Editor if you 
have concerns about accuracy or copyright is-
sues. 
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